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Overview: 
 
1. This study follows on from our study of Galatians.  Due to the split quarter, we will cover  
Romans in 22 classes. 
 
2. Each lesson will have the printed text, an outlining exercise, some brief notes and questions 
when space allows.   
 
Schedule:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Divisions of Romans: 
 
The book may be subdivided in various ways: 
 
1. Main thesis:  Romans 1-11 
    Practical applications:  Romans 12-16 
 
2. Main thesis:  Romans 1-8 
    Status of the Jews:  Romans 9-11 
    Practical applications:  Romans 12-16 
 
3. Condemnation of all under sin:  Romans 1-3a 
    Justification by faith:  Romans 3b-5 
    Implications of faith and grace:  Romans 6-8 
    Status of the Jews:  Romans 9-11 
    Practical applications:  Romans 12-16  

Romans 
The Power of God to Salvation 

Lesson 1:  Introduction; Rom 1:1-17 

Lesson 1:  1:1-17 
Lesson 2:  1:18-32 
Lesson 3:  2:1-16 
Lesson 4:  2:17-3:8 
Lesson 5:  3:9-31 
Lesson 6:  4:1-12 
Lesson 7:  4:13-25 
Lesson 8:  5:1-21 
Lesson 9:  6:1-14 
Lesson 10:  6:15-7:6 
Lesson 11:  7:7-25  

Lesson 12:  8:1-17 
Lesson 13:  8:18-39 
Lesson 14:  9:1-33 
Lesson 15:  10:1-21 
Lesson 16:  11:1-36 
Lesson 17:  12:1-21 
Lesson 18:  13:1-14 
Lesson 19:  14:1-13 
Lesson 20:  14:14-15:7 
Lesson 21:  15:8-33 
Lesson 22:  16:1-27 
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    j. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a  
        living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  And do not be  
        conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may  
        prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” – 12:1-2. 
 
    k. “Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law” – 13:10. 
 
    l. “So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.  Therefore let us not judge one  
        another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in  
        our brother’s way” – 14:12-13. 
 
4. But in defending the integrity of his gospel, Paul is overwhelmed by the very thoughts he ex- 
presses.  As he reflects on the blessedness of salvation by faith through the grace of God, he is 
moved by the wonder of it all (Rom 11:33-36).  And so should we be.   
 
5. Romans presents many difficulties, but it should be the centerpiece of our study and reflection,  
for it is the most comprehensive statement of the salvation that God has given to us.   

Text:  Romans 1:1-17 

Greeting 

 1 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God 2 which He promised 
before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the 
seed of David according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to 
the faith among all nations for His name, 6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 
 
7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints:  
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Desire to Visit Rome 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 9 
For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention 
of you always in my prayers, 10 making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to 
come to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established— 
12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.  
13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), 
that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles. 14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in 
Rome also. 

The Just Live by Faith 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,[a] for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, 
for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is 
written, “The just shall live by faith.”[b] 
 



 5 

    c. He mentions his long-standing desire to visit them (1:13), but it has not been the will of God  
        as of yet to allow him to travel to Rome.  So, he writes the epistle to do in absentia what he 
        would like to do in person.   
 
    d. Thus the epistle to the Romans is also a “spiritual gift” to us that, if studied and practiced,  
        will establish our faith as well. 
 
5. Paul then sets forth the major theme that he will develop in chapters 1-8:  “for (the gospel) is  
the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the  
Greek” (Rom 1:16).  Every phrase here is crucial.   
 
    a. The gospel – The “good news” that God has made salvation available to sinful men.  It is a 
        comprehensive term which includes the love, mercy, acceptance, sacrifice, hope and all the  
        other principles that has led God to save us when He had every right to condemn us. 
 
    b. Power of God – There was no power in man to save himself; there was no effort, price,  
        plan, treaty, persuasion or other mechanism by which men could neutralize the effects of  
        their sin and negotiate peace with God.  No matter what we may do to conform to the  
        gospel, it still remains God’s power to save!   
 
    c. To everyone who believes – Universal scope with limited application.  The gospel is not the 
        power of God to save everyone regardless of their moral quality or their disposition toward 
        God.  The gospel saves everyone (without ethnic bias) who believes (to be clarified). 
 
6. Rom 1:17 –  
 
    a. “For in it (the gospel – jj) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith …” – That is, the  
         righteous standing that God gives the sinner arises from faith (not works or social standing  
         or economics, or …). 
 
    b. “… to faith” – The principle that God’s righteousness is bestowed on the condition of faith  
         is designed to produce faith in mankind.   
 
    c. Consider these observations:  “The revelation of a righteousness arising out of faith aims at  
        producing faith in a person.  Galatians 2:16 is an illustration …” (L.A. Mott, Thinking  
        Through Romans, p. 17).  “When one learns from the gospel that one is brought to an  
        acceptable condition before God through belief, this produces the belief revealed and for the  
        purpose indicated” (Hamilton, Truth Commentary on Romans, p. 59). 
 
    d. “For it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’”  This quotation from Habakkuk 2:4 affirms 
         the basic premise Paul has stated:  God’s pronouncement of a sinner to be righteous is on 
         the basis of faith.  What a welcome, relieving message that is!  What joy!  Salvation has  
         been placed within our reach by God.  All men ought to jump at such an opportunity. 
 
7. But before the gospel becomes relevant to anyone, a need for it must be established.  This Paul  
proceeds to do in the passage 1:18-3:20. 
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2. Why is the gospel/salvation needed?  Because “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven     
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteous ness” 
(1:18).  This wrath is highlighted again in 2:5, 8; 3:5 and 5:9. 
 
3. Paul reviews the willful rejection of God by the Gentiles, who chose to worship the things 
God made rather than Him as the Sovereign Maker (1:19-23). 
 
    a. What forever stands as a testament to the invisible attributes of God?  Is this the only way 
        Gentiles were informed of God’s existence and will?   
 
    b. How should the Gentiles have responded when thoughtfully contemplating God’s reality? 
         
    c. In the phrase “God gave them up” (1:24, 26, 28) Paul cites the consequences of God aban- 
        doning man to his insistent desire to be left alone by God.  When God removes all restraint,  
        the whole of human society will suffer due to rampant immorality and selfish judgments  
        that foster chaos and violence.    
 
4. What evidences the absence of moral judgment and restraint in 1:24-27?  Note that such vile- 
ness is the immediate punishment of God against sin.  In other words, excessive sin, chosen by  
man’s stubborn insistence of serving himself, is God’s “this-worldly” judgment against man.   
The debauched, promiscuous, self-abasing lifestyle of the typical homosexual is God’s judgment 
against rebellious man.   
 
5. The wretched state of humanity in 1:29-32 is the result of casting God out of our knowledge. 
But note a comment from Mott:  “Remember:  This is part of Paul’s demonstration of humanity’s 
need of salvation – not a demonstration that it cannot be saved” (TTR, p. 22). 
 
Questions: 
 
1. What does Paul call the willful rejection of God in Rom 1:22?  But how does man see himself 
    in this action? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What should man be able to conclude by looking at the physical creation?  How does Paul 
    state this argument in Acts 14:17?   What limitations are there on this type of knowledge? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Who is also responsible for this condition besides those who commit immorality (1:32)? 
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    c. Their smug self-satisfaction blinds them to the need to repent and bring their behavior into 
        alignment with God’s will; thus they “despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and  
        longsuffering” – 2:4.     
 
2. We need to keep the specific context of this passage in mind because it seems to flatly contra- 
dict what Paul will say later.  When he says God “will render to each one according to his 
deeds” (2:6), it sounds as if he is teaching a “works (merit) salvation.”  But his only point here 
is that our works reveal our true selves.  We are not what we say we are; we demonstrate what  
we really are by what we do.  There are two possible fates that await man: 
 
    a. Eternal life/glory/honor/peace – To those seek for immortality “by patient continuance in  
        doing good” (2:7, 10) – not to those who practice the things discussed in ch 1. 
 
    b. Indignation/wrath/tribulation/anguish – On all who “obey unrighteousness” and “do evil”  
        (2:8-9).  (Note the ABBA construction of 2:7-10.)   
 
3. Paul’s purpose here is not to discuss how those who “do good” can be counted righteous when  
they sin; this he will get to in chapters 3-4.  Here his only point is that “there is no partiality with 
God,” and whatever condemns one man will condemn another.  Whether Jew or Greek, there is 
no “special standing” with God that removes responsibility for sin. 
 
4. Paul’s aim in 2:12-16 seems to be this:  Jews (who had a specific written law) will be judged  
by that law and perish because of transgression; Gentiles (who did not have a written law) will 
be judged by the light available to them and perish because of transgression.  All are accounta- 
ble because God has given ample instruction however it came to man. 
 
    a. Gentiles “by nature” observe certain things revealed in the law – 2:14.  This does not mean 
        they “instinctively” know right and wrong; it just means that via habit and culture they 
        pass along truths revealed by God from long ago to the patriarchs. 
 
    b. They also have a conscience – 2:15.  Their conscience bears witness that they know right 
        from wrong.  If we condemn ourselves in our own failures, we demonstrate an understand- 
        ing of “moral ought.”  We “ought” to do better than we do. 
 
Questions: 
 
1. What kind of heart does a person have who sees no need to repent of his sins? 
 
2. Describe God’s judgment against sin according to Rom 2:2, 5, 11.  
 
3. Contrast the “hearer” of the law with the “doer.”  What did the hearer think of himself? 
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Notes: 
 
1. Now Paul is ready to take on the Jews directly.  Again, his main point is to affirm that all men 
are transgressors and under God’s wrath, from a hedonistic Gentile to the man who minimizes 
his sin to a Jew with full advantage of written law and special covenant position before God. 
 
2. The Jew was confident in his standing, but this confidence was misplaced (2:17-24): 
 
    a. 2:17 – His name, law and God were marks of special privilege.  The typical Jew (Paul once)  
       completely misunderstood his relation to these things.  His history was filled with disobedi- 
       ence to law, disappointment of God and besmirching the name (Jew = “praise Jehovah”). 
 
    b. 2:18 – The sacred scrolls were objects of veneration, but as Jesus noted on several occasions 
        they were ignorant of what was in them (cf. Jn 5:39, 45-47). 
 
    c. 2:19-20 – The Jews fancied themselves to be beacons of light and knowledge to those  
        around them.  Theirs was a smug self-righteousness, a sense of being privileged merely  
        because of an external connection with God and the law. 
 
    d. 2:21-24 – Rather then justify the Jews, the law condemned them.  Their disobedience  dis- 
        honored God (2:23) and gave cause for Gentiles to blaspheme His name (2:24).   
 
3. In 2:25-29 Paul tries to show the Jews that outward piety and religious signs (circumcision)  
were not the essence of acceptance before God.   
 
    a. Given that “there is no partiality with God” (2:11), God accepts the Gentile (uncircum- 
        cised) who sincerely endeavors to keep the law (2:26).  On the other hand, the Jew who  
        breaks the law is not excused merely because he has received circumcision  (2:25).   
 
    b. Further, the moral Gentile “judges” the Jew who is circumcised and has the law but is not 
        conscientious in keeping it (2:27).  A true Jew (2:28-29): 
 
       � Is inwardly devoted to God. 
       � Is circumcised in heart (Dt 10:16; 30:6; Jer 4:4; 9:26; Col 2:11). 
       � Is circumcised in the Spirit (or spirit), not in the letter. 
       � Seeks praise from God. 
 
4. In 3:1-8 Paul briefly considers some objections to his characterization of the Jews.  He will 
here answer briefly, then give fuller treatment in chapters 6 and 9-11. 
 
    a. 3:1-2 – Objection:  Jews have no advantage over Gentiles.  Answer:  It was a great advan- 
        tage to have the oracles (revelations) of God entrusted to them. 
 
    b. 3:3-4 – Objection:  But having revelation didn’t prevent unbelief.  Answer:  Jewish unbelief 
        is not the fault of God.  God can’t and won’t guarantee faithfulness in free-will creatures.   
        Whatever advantages God provides men, He will still be just when He finds fault for sin. 
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Text:  Rom 3:9-31 

All Have Sinned 

9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are 
all under sin.  
10 As it is written:  
 
      “ There is none righteous, no, not one; 
       11 There is none who understands; 
      There is none who seeks after God. 
       12 They have all turned aside; 
      They have together become unprofitable; 
      There is none who does good, no, not one.”[b] 
       13 “ Their throat is an open tomb; 
       With their tongues they have practiced deceit”;[c] 
 
      “ The poison of asps is under their lips”;[d] 
       14 “ Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”[e] 
       15 “ Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
       16 Destruction and misery are in their ways; 
       17 And the way of peace they have not known.”[f] 
       18 “ There is no fear of God before their eyes.”[g] 
 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be 
justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

God’s Righteousness Through Faith 

21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 
even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all[h] who believe. For there is no 
difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously 
committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one 
who has faith in Jesus. 

Boasting Excluded 

 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 Therefore we 
conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 29 Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He 
not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, 30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised 
by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the 
contrary, we establish the law. 
 

Romans 
The Power of God to Salvation 

Lesson 5:  Rom 3:9-31 
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    c. “Even the righteousness of God which is through faith in Jesus Christ to all and on all who  
         believe” (3:22).  Jesus is the focus of salvation; it is invested in a person rather then in a  
         law.  It is understanding and acceptance of who Jesus is and what He has done and the  
         resulting devotion to Him where justification is to be found.  Paul will go on to define this  
         faith, but it is entirely appropriate to say with Paul “a man is justified by faith” (Rom  
         3:28);  “the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the nations by faith” (Gal 3:8);  
        “But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for ‘The just shall live  
         by faith’” (Gal 3:11); “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the  
         ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness” (Rom 4:5).   
 
4. Two clauses in 3:24 are important: 
 
    a. “being justified freely by His grace” – “Justified” is to be acquitted, be pronounced and  
         treated as righteous; to be acceptable to God.  What enables this acceptance?  Not merit, 
         law-keeping or works but grace, a freely bestowed status unearned – in fact – wholly un- 
         deserved by sinful lawbreakers.   
 
    b. “through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” – “Redemption” originally referred to the 
         buying of a slave or captive for the purpose of setting him free; i.e., the payment of ransom. 
         In a spiritual context, redemption refers to the blood of Christ which secures forgiveness or 
         redeems the sinner. 
 
5. Wrath has been mentioned several times (1:18; 2:5, 8; 3:5).  Paul now says that Christ has  
been “set forth to be a propitiation by His blood” – 3:25.  To propitiate is to appease wrath, to  
satisfy the legitimate cause of judgment or breach in relationship.  This blessing is available  
“through faith” (3:25); God is the “justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” (3:26).   
 
6. Paul reiterates that justification is “by faith apart from the deeds of the law,” thus excluding 
boasting – 3:27-28.  Paul then expands this to two related points: 
 
    a. The plan of God to justify all men by faith includes the Gentiles, for “is He not also the God  
        of the Gentiles?” (3:29).  The Jew resented this expansion (Paul will return to this later).   
 
    b. This principle of justification by faith establishes law (3:31).  This statement seems to as- 
        sume the criticism that Paul is negating or denigrating law, but this is not the case.  In fact, 
        the opposite is true.  Those who hold that men who violate law can be justified by law must 
        also say that some law (that which is violated) must be overlooked or minimized.  Law can- 
        not be pressed to its fullest extent if a violator can still be justified by law.  On the other  
        hand, justification by faith recognizes the inviolate nature of law.  God cannot just “look the  
        other way” or ignore transgression.  In fact, the horrible price for violation – death – had to  
        be upheld in order for redemption to be provided (cf. 3:26) where God had to be “just” as  
        well as the “justifier”; i.e., He had to invoke the full punishment of violation of law.   
 
7. Paul will next illustrate his thesis by turning to the example of Abraham (ch 4). 
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selves on their connection with this illustrious ancestor, thinking that the whole of godliness was 
merely genetic relationship. 
 
2. One key to understanding this section is to keep “works” in its proper context.  In 4:1-2, Paul 
poses the question of what justified Abraham; was it “works” (i.e., “deeds of the law” – 3:20, 28) 
that would substantiate boasting?  In other words, could Abraham appeal to God for acceptance 
based on his obedience to law?   
 
    a. He answers in 4:3 by appeal to Gn 15:6 which declares Abraham righteous on account of     
        his belief in God.  The occasion of Gn 15:6 is the further assurance of God that “one who  
        will come from your own body shall be your heir” (15:4).  God then reiterates that Abra- 
        ham’s descendants will be as numerous as the stars and sand on the seashore (15:5).  With  
        nothing else to “back up” this promise except what he already knew about the character of  
        God, Abraham placed his unwavering confidence in God – he “believed in the Lord.”   
 
    b. Paul’s divine application of this is in 4:4-5:  The man who “works” (perfectly, via lawkeep- 
        ing) earns righteousness as a wage; the man who “does not work” (is not perfect) is counted  
        righteous by God on account of his faith.  The term “reckoned” or “accounted” means simp- 
        ly to put down to one’s account.  The idea is that God accepts the deposit of faith and cred- 
        its one’s account, making him righteous.  Man’s deposit of “works” in the hope of securing  
        righteousness will always fall short and the “wage” earned is always death (Rom 6:23).        
 
    c. This truth highlights the grace of God (4:4); it is the “power of God” (not man) unto  
        salvation (Rom 1:16), which power is communicated to “the ungodly” (4:5) via the gospel. 
 
3. Paul then further elaborates on this principle (4:6-8) by appeal to David in Ps 32:1-2.  The 
point simply is that God forgives iniquity and does not “impute” those sins to the guilty 
(“impute” is the same word as “accounted” and “counted” (4:3-4) and “imputes” (4:6)).  Surely 
David would know some-thing about this! 
 
4. Paul further drives his point home regarding Abraham’s righteousness in 4:9-12.  His argu- 
ment here is a devastating blow to the Jew.  While the Jew considered Abraham to be the 
“quintessential Jew,” the truth is that God counted Abraham righteous before he was circum-
cised; i.e., while he was a “Gentile.”  In fact, there was no designation of “Jew” when all these 
events took place, for this is a distinction that grows out of special covenant relation with 
Abraham (signified by circumcision) and involves faithfulness to the Law of Moses (which came 
much later than these declarations of Abraham’s righteousness before God). 
 
    a. Why does Paul argue this point?  “That he might be the father of all those who believe”     
        (4:11) whether Jewish or not.  God’s interest all along was in enacting a redemptive scheme  
        that would apply to all men and would give equal opportunity for fellowship with Him. 
 
    b. Faith accomplishes this; faith is a response possible for all men, even a man like Abraham  
        who yet didn’t observe circumcision and would never know anything about Mosaic regula- 
        tions. Abraham does not substantiate the Jews’ argument of being a special class; Abraham  
        is Paul’s “Exhibit A” of justification by faith apart from perfect obedience or circumcision.    
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    b. Because salvation is to “all the seed” of Abraham, which Paul here identifies as any person   
        of faith, not only persons of the law (4:16).  Thus Abraham is not the “father of the Jews”  
        but “the father of us all” (4:16), ”who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father  
        Abraham had while still uncircumcised” (4:12).   
 
2. Characteristics of Abraham’s faith – 4:17-22:   
 
    a. What two qualities of God did Abraham believe in 4:17? 
 
    b. What kind of hope did Abraham manifest concerning the promise of God in 4:18? 
 
    c. What biological realities did Abraham not consider against the promises of God in 4:19? 
 
    d. What did Abraham’s supreme confidence in God enable him to do in 4:20? 
 
    e. What, then, did Abraham believe about the promises of God in 4:21? 
 
3. “And therefore” (4:22, followed by a repetition of Gn 15:6) ties back to 4:3 and what lies in 
between serves to describe the quality of Abraham’s faith.  Note:  Some brethren are uncomfor-
table with the notion of faith as opposed to works and not being under a system of law-justifica-
tion because they fear obedience is being denigrated.  But this is not the case at all.  Consider: 
 
    a. It is the purpose of obedience which is under consideration.  What do we think obedience  
        accomplishes?  If it is to earn standing with God – that His acceptance depends on the level  
        of our obedience – then we have missed the point of the gospel.  Paul’s whole argument  
        hinges on this!  He says that such an approach guarantees wrath and destruction, for it is  
        an attempt to gain God’s acceptance by circumventing grace and faith.  Ultimately, this  
        causes great anxiety because we all know we cannot ever do enough to please God.  
 
    b. In another way, true faith is far superior to simply trying to satisfy law.  Abraham’s faith   
        was a supreme trust which resulted in an obedient, subservient life to the will of God.  As  
        James states, faith is demonstrated in how it behaves, not in how it speaks (Jas 2:14-17).   
 
4. Paul then brings his argument from Abraham squarely to the present (4:23-25), for we, too, are 
asked to believe that God can do the “impossible” – give life to the dead.  We must have the 
same faith as Abraham though based upon a different proposition.  No one will be saved today 
unless he believes that God restored Jesus to life, just as Abraham believed in his day that God 
could (and would) restore his “dead” body (reproductively speaking) to life.        
 
    a. As Abraham’s faith was accounted to him for righteousness, so our faith will be accounted    
        to us who raised Jesus after His sacrifice for our sins. 
 
    b. While there is much scholarly debate over the prepositions in 4:25, the overall thought  
        seems clear enough:  because our sins condemned us, Jesus was “delivered up” to remove  
        them.  And His resurrection confirms and secures that justification, and His present exis- 
        tence in heaven also works to the completion of our justification (cf. 5:10). 
 



 21 

    B. 5:6-11: 

    C. 5:12-19: 

    D. 5:20-21:   

Notes: 
 
1. 5:1 actually continues the thought begun in 4:23.  “Therefore having been justified by faith (as 
Abraham was – 4:24, jj), “we have peace with God …”.  Paul now continues to express the 
blessedness and confidence that comes from this great provision God has made for us. 
 
    a. Peace with God – 5:1.  Paul has mentioned “wrath” several times (1:18; 2:5, 8; 3:5; 4:15  
        and will in 5:9) and other related ideas (worthy of death – 1:32; judgment of God – 2:3;  
        indignation – 2:8; tribulation and anguish – 2:9; perish – 2:12).  But faith brings peace. 
 
    b. Access to grace – 5:2a.  Grace is only accessed by faith in Christ.  Such is God’s decree. 
 
    c. True joy in hope of glory – 5:2b.  This is the greatest need of man and the greatest desire of 
        the spiritually-attuned person.  It is a deep, abiding sense of well-being that goes beyond  
        external circumstances (5:3-4). 
 
    d. Holy Spirit – 5:5.  Those of faith have access to the Spirit and His blessings in a degree  
        never before attained by the masses of God’s people.  Paul affirms here that “the love of  
        God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.”  This is not some mystical feel- 
        ing or private insight; in writing Romans Paul is doing the very thing he speaks of here: 
        by the Spirit (inspired revelation) he is making known the nature and quality of God’s  
        love that can be discerned no other way.     
 
2. Paul ties some of his threads together in 5:6-11 which were woven in since the beginning of 
the epistle.   
 
    a. Man’s condition:  without strength, ungodly, sinners, enemies.  If any man were to give his 
        life for another, it would likely arise from some value or goodness seen in the potential  
        victim.  But Jesus died for men in their worst state, not at their best.   
 
    b. With man in this condition, i.e., not meriting or deserving anything from God (but death), 
        through love “Christ died for us” (5:8).  If this is true, what possible sense does it make to  
        adopt a view that says man must merit his salvation after he has become saved?  
 
    c. Paul introduces a new word in 5:10-11:  reconciled (or reconciliation).  As sin breaks fel- 
        lowship with God, Jesus provides for man’s return to God and restoration of relationship. 
 
3. The last half of the chapter presents some difficulties.  Paul ends this initial section of Romans 
by a comparison between Adam and Christ relative to the spiritual fortunes of man.  In my view, 
here is the basic comparison:  “in Adam” Paul illustrates the fate of man when left to his own 
devices.  If it is just man and law, this is what results.  But “in Christ” Paul is showing us what 



 23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text:  Romans 6:1-14 

Dead to Sin, Alive to God 

 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died 
to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 
resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, 
that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with 
Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no 
more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life 
that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your 
members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and 
your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not 
under law but under grace. 
 
Outline:  Summarize the following sections in your own words.  

Rom 6:1-14: 

    A. 6:1-7: 

    B. 6:8-14: 

Notes: 
 
1. The structure of chapters 6-7 are framed by four opposition questions posed by Paul and 
answered.  List the questions below: 
 
    a. 6:1 –  
    b. 6:15 – 
    c. 7:7 – 
    d. 7:13 – 
 
2. It seems as if the question in 6:1 is a legalist’s objection to the wonderful grace of God that 
has forgiven sin on the basis of faith.  From the legalist’s standpoint, such a doctrine encourages 
sin.  But Paul vigorously denies this on the basis of the true believer’s death to sin.  “Do you not 
know” (6:3) signals both rebuke and a forthcoming explanation.  Paul’s overall response here is:  

Romans 
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        and offers to pay for the procedure, so long as it is done at Mercy Hospital.  She comes off  
        the operating table with “new life,” the help she needs to get her health under control. 
 
    b. Questions:   
 
         1) What would you say to or about this woman if a few weeks later she said, “Great!  Now  
             I can have all the doughnuts, brownies and mocha lattes I want!”   
 
         2) What should be her attitude toward her eating considering the one who graciously paid  
             for her operation?  Is she honoring the gift?  Is she appreciative of the opportunity to  
             become a “new woman” and be saved from her hypertension and diabetes?  
 
         3) If not, is it the fault of the benefactor who generously paid all her bills for the procedure? 
 
         4) Further, did she merit or earn anything when she had the operation at Mercy Hospital 
             according to the condition laid down by the benefactor?    
 
         5) Does the operation, designed to help her control her eating, take away her appetite com- 
             pletely?  Will she still have to deal with the emotional ties to food, the years of condi- 
             tioning to eat certain amounts and types of food?     
 
6. In 6:8-10 Paul continues his comparison of the new life of the Christian relative to Christ:   
 
    a. Jesus died once to pay for sin, to break its hold on mankind (6:9a, 10a).  Having been raised  
        from the dead, death is no more part of His existence (6:9b).  Following this death for and  
        to sin, “the life that He lives, He lives to God” (6:10b). 
 
    b. Likewise you also (6:11) makes the application to the Christian:   
 
        1) “Reckon yourselves to be dead … to sin, but alive to God” – 6:11.  The mindset of the 
             Christian:  “I am done with those things that separated me from God, destroyed my spir- 
             ituality, hurt my loved ones and added corruption to the world.  God has given me free- 
             dom from sin, so I am not going back to it.  I am going to live for Him.” 
 
        2) “Do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts” – 6:12.   
             Nothing in conversion “magically” kills the impulse to sin.  In fact, temptation may  
             intensify because of our newfound resistance.  The key is our mindset.  “Let us continue  
             in sin that grace may abound” is not the mindset of a penitent convert. 
 
         3) “Do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present  
              yourselves to God as being alive from the dead …” – 6:13.  We must concentrate not 
              only on our redemption but our new purpose for God who saved us by His grace. 
 
7. 6:14 – “For sin shall not have dominion over you …”.  “A Christian will not fight and strug-
gle against sin only to find himself condemned by law for his failures” (Mott, Thinking Through 
Romans, p. 74).  Being under a grace-system provides forgiveness and incentive to resist sin.   
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tunity.  The second question (6:15) anticipates an objection from 6:14:  Since we are under a 
grace-system and not a law-system, occasional sin in the life of a Christian is not a big deal.   
 
2. Paul responds to this with an illustration from his culture: that of slavery/bondage – 6:15-19. 
 
    a. One who indifferently and willfully presents himself to sin – even one sin – makes himself a  
        slave of sin – 6:16.  Absolute freedom is a myth; we will serve something or someone, and  
        we will incur the consequences of that service.  If we willingly and impenitently engage in  
        sin, the result is death.  Conversely, conscious obedience to God results in righteousness. 
 
    b. But Paul again goes back to their conversion – 6:17-18.  As “slaves of sin,” “yet you obeyed  
        from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered” (6:17).  That is, they had  
        heard the true gospel of justification by faith and had genuinely responded to it.  In doing so  
        they were “set free from sin” and became “slaves of righteousness” (6:18).  The idea is that  
        Jesus “purchased” their freedom from sin (and its consequences) and they now belong to  
        Him and are obligated to serve Him.  This, too, brings consequences, but they are quite dif- 
        ferent from the consequences of serving sin. 
 
    c. Illustration:  Suppose a man is adrift at sea on a small raft.  He is “free”; that is, nothing  
        anchors him to any fixed place; no one tells him what to do.  But he is a “slave” to the wind,  
        currents and storms.  The consequences of this “freedom” are sunburn, dehydration, starva- 
        tion, no medical help, etc.   
 
        Now suppose the man is rescued by a passing ship.  The crew gives him medical attention,  
        clothes, food and a bunk.  He is now a “prisoner” on the ship; he is within certain confines, 
        but this “prison” is the key to life.  While on the voyage home, what will be the rescued  
        man’s response if the crew asks his help with swabbing the deck, washing dishes or stand- 
        ing watch?  And do you think the man will lean on the railing, gaze at the ocean and long to  
        be back on that raft for the “freedom” and “joy” it provided him?   
 
    d. Jesus said “no man can serve two masters” (Mt 6:24).  We cannot willingly embrace two  
        complete opposites such as sin and righteousness, obedience and disobedience.  Thus Paul 
        exhorts his readers to “present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.”     
 
3. Paul further describes the world of sin and its consequences in order to draw a stark contrast to 
righteousness – 6:20-23.  And he calls on all of us to honestly assess our slavery to sin. 
 
    a. The “fruit” of bondage to sin – Note the term fruit as it continues into ch 7.  Sin produced a  
        way of life that now, from a spiritual perspective, causes shame.  Sin often blinds us to the  
        true nature of our actions.  We are so intent on self-indulgent pleasure that we cannot see  
        the damage we do to others, our reputations and even our health.  And the end result, if left  
        unchecked, was to be death; i.e., spiritual, eternal separation from God.  Paul is saying,  
        “How can you justify participating in that?”   
 
    b. But the “fruit” of spiritual freedom and slavery to God is a life of holiness (and not an occa- 
        sion for shame) and eternal glory. 
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Text:  Romans 7:7-25 

Sin’s Advantage in the Law 

7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through 
the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.”[a] 8 But sin, taking 
opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. 9 I 
was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 10 And the commandment, 
which was to bring life, I found to bring death. 11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and 
by it killed me. 12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 

Law Cannot Save from Sin 

13 Has then what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death 
in me through what is good, so that sin through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful. 14 For we know 
that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 15 For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will 
to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. 16 If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that 
it is good. 17 But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. 19 For the 
good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it 
is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.  
21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 22 For I delight in the law of God 
according to the inward man. 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver 
me from this body of death? 25 I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!  
So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. 
 
Outline:  Summarize the following sections in your own words.  

Rom 7:7-25: 

    A. 7:7-12: 

    B. 7:13-23: 

    C. 7:24-25: 

Notes: 
 
1. Paul’s third question (7:7) picks up on the concept he has just discussed – that the law was 
something that we were “held by” and needed to be delivered from (7:6).  He anticipates an ob-
jection:  “Is the law sin?”  In other words, Paul’s critics charge him with saying that the law is 
faulty, sinful, and he says this to escape personal responsibility for sin.   
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Text:  Romans 8:1-17 

Free from Indwelling Sin 

 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,[a] who do not walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of 
sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement 
of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who 
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the 
things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the 
carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are 
in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not 
have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

Sonship Through the Spirit 

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to 
the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you 
received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
 
Outline:  Summarize the following sections in your own words.  

Rom 8:1-17: 

    A. 8:1-4: 

    B. 8:5-11: 

    C. 8:12-17: 

Notes: 
 
1. In the first part of ch 8 (8:1-8) Paul continues to describe the stress felt by the child of God in 
living the godly life he knows and God expects him to live.  The language is a bit different, and 
greater emphasis is put upon the (S)spirit in this section.  Part of the difficulty is deciding which 
“spirit” is under consideration (remember, in Greek caps/lower case do not exist; to insert Spirit/ 
spirit is merely a judgment of the translator and often reflects theological bias. 
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    b. Dealing with the sin required God to send His son “in the likeness of sinful flesh” to “con- 
        demn sin in the flesh” (8:3), thus fulfilling in us “the righteous requirement of the law”  
        (8:4).  This requirement is that the sinner dies.  This elaborates on 3:25; 5:8-9, 18-19; 7:4-6.   
 
4. “Flesh” has many connotations in the NT.  It may refer to the literal body, the human experi- 
ence, the perspective of unenlightened man or the wickedness that pervades humanity.   
 
    a. The “carnal” (fleshly) mind is enmity against God – 8:7.  Why?  “For it is not subject to the  
        law of God, nor indeed can it be.”  (cf. Paul’s “natural man” in 1 Cor 2:14). 
 
    b. “Those who are in the flesh cannot please God” – 8:8.  Paul says “the life which I now live  
         in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God …” (Gal 2:20).  Those “in the flesh” (i.e., in  
         this earthly life) cannot live “in the flesh” (i.e., by ignoring God in morals or knowledge).     
 
5. But those “in the Spirit” can please God, for the Spirit dwells in them – 8:9.  But note that 
Paul immediately refers to Christ being in us (8:10).  In 8:11 Paul again refers to the Spirit 
dwelling in us as a prerequisite to God giving “life to your mortal bodies.”  It is unclear whether 
this refers to new spiritual life and purpose here on earth (as in 6:11-13) or resurrection unto 
eternal life.  Both would be true.  In what way does the Spirit dwell in us?   
 
    a. Sin dwells in us when we follow its influence – 7:17, 20.  Satan “entered” Judas, bringing to 
        bear the full weight of temptation to betray Jesus – Lk 22:3-6.   
 
    b. Christ dwells in us when faith in Him dominates our thinking – Eph 3:17.  Faith, itself, is  
        said to dwell in us – 2 Tim 1:5. 
 
    c. God dwells in us as we “cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfect- 
        ing holiness in the fear of God” – 2 Cor 6:16; 7:1.  
 
    d. The word is to “dwell in us richly” – Col 3:16.  
 
    e. My view, in keeping with these other references, is that the Holy Spirit dwells in us when  
        the influence of God, through the instruction of the Spirit via revelation, energizes us to  
        repudiate sin and death and live by faith and obedience.   
 
6. Living “by the Spirit” enables us to “put to death the deeds of the body,” resulting in life  
(8:13).  This is achieved by agreeing to be “led by the Spirit” (8:14).  Thus the status of sonship 
is achieved (8:14b).            
 
7. Bondage and fear, being subject to the judicial wrath of God, has been replaced by “adoption,” 
enabling us to cry out to God, “Abba, Father!” (8:15).  This is an Aramaic term of endearment 
that allows us to draw near to God in confidence as a child might his earthly father.   
 
8. One’s conscientious desire to do right (7:22), coupled with the Spirit’s guidance in the gospel 
“bears witness” to our sonship – 8:16.  And such confidence fosters hope of eternal inheritance 
and glory with Christ though it may be our lot to suffer in this sin-dominated world – 8:17.   
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    B. 8:26-30: 

    C. 8:31-39: 

Notes: 
 
1. Paul returns to the theme of suffering in 8:18-25 which he briefly noted in 5:3-4.  Though all 
Christians must learn to deal with suffering in general and persecution in particular (Ac 14:22; 2 
Tim 3:12), the Roman brethren would be undergoing a severe test during Nero’s reign.  Paul de-
velops the theme of suffering followed by glory (8:17).  He is giving Christians assurance that, in 
spite of the world’s opposition, God’s promises of sonship and inheritance are secure.   
 
    a. The key:  heavenly perspective – 8:18.  The suffering of this life pales in comparison with 
        the glory of heaven (cf. 2 Cor 4:17; 1 Pet 1:6-7).   
 
    b. As Paul personified sin in ch 7, he personifies nature in this text – 8:19-22.  Sin has corrupt- 
        ed all things, distorting God’s original purpose for both man and his surroundings.  These  
        verses do not teach that the physical creation has a place in God’s eternal plans.  The em- 
        phasis is upon relief from the agony and hardship sin has wrought.  All things come full cir- 
        cle and the creation will have done its job as a “stage” for the passing generations of hu- 
        manity to learn of their Creator and return to Him. 
 
    c. We Christians also “groan within ourselves” as we suffer through disease, sorrow, failure  
        and other imperfections of earthly life – 8:23.  But the groaning is accompanied by hope as  
        we anticipate the wonderful promises of God – 8:24-25. 
 
2. 8:26-27 have been interpreted in different ways.  Two view to consider:   
 
View #1:  Some hold that the Holy Spirit does not literally intercede for men because this would 
violate 1 Tim 2:5.  This view says that the Spirit’s influence through revelation molds the 
thoughts and emotions of the believer and God sees and understands this Spirit-inspired “groan-
ing.”  L.A. Mott offers:  “Paul does not say the Spirit intercedes by interpreting our inexpres-
sible groanings to God, but rather, he intercedes by means of these groanings.  The groanings 
themselves are the means of the intercession …It is the human being that is weak and groans.  
But these groanings are due to the influence of the Spirit on him.  (A worldly person does not 
experience such groanings.)  As the person seeks to follow the Spirit’s lead and to yield to the 
Spirit’s control, he often finds himself groaning, unable to see what would best serve God’s 
purposes for his life … The searcher of hearts recognizes that these inward groanings are due to 
the Spirit’s influence … He knows that the groanings are the Spirit’s pleadings on behalf of the 
saints precisely in accord with his own will.  These groanings are received as evidence of a deep 
commitment to his will, under the influence of the Spirit, in a person unable to understand or put 
into words exactly what the will of God may be in the particular case” (Thinking Through 
Romans, pp. 114-115). 
 
View #2:  Others believe that the Holy Spirit actually presents our groanings to God and they are 
accepted by Him as inarticulate expressions of faith and dependence.  “This is something the 
Holy Spirit does for us and not to us.  It is critical that this point register for a correct understand-
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Text:  Romans 9 

Israel’s Rejection of Christ 

 1 I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have 
great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my 
brethren, my countrymen[a] according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the fathers and from whom, 
according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 

Israel’s Rejection and God’s Purpose 

6 But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, 7 nor are they all 
children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your seed shall be called.”[b] 8 That is, those who are 
the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed. 9 
For this is the word of promise: “At this time I will come and Sarah shall have a son.” [c] 
10 And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac 11 (for the children 
not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not 
of works but of Him who calls), 12 it was said to her, “The older shall serve the younger.”[d] 13 As it is written, 
“Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.”[e] 

Israel’s Rejection and God’s Justice 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! 15 For He says to Moses, “I will have 
mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.”[f] 16 So 
then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to the 
Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be 
declared in all the earth.”[g] 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens.  
19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His will?” 20 But indeed, O man, who 
are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” 
21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for 
dishonor?  
22 What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the 
vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of 
mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, 24 even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the 
Gentiles?  
25 As He says also in Hosea:  
 
      “ I will call them My people, who were not My people, 
      And her beloved, who was not beloved.”[h] 
       26 “ And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, 
 
      ‘ You are not My people,’ 
      There they shall be called sons of the living God.”[i] 
 
27 Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel:[j] 
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3. But is the present state of things because God’s word was ineffective (9:6-13)?  Did God make 
promises He couldn’t keep?  Did He fail Israel in some way?  Paul says no; God has executed 
His promises according to His sovereign power.  He didn’t merely choose Abraham and then let 
things develop naturally.  Israel’s own existence evidences the sovereign choices of God, for  
“the children of the promise are counted as the seed” (9:8).   
 
    a. Thus Isaac was chosen as the conduit of promise, not Ishmael (9:7). 
    b. Jacob was chosen over Esau, “the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or  
        evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him  
        who calls” (9:10-11). 
    c. God’s word did take effect; the development of the nation was according to God’s repeated 
        declarations of intent.  No one could engineer such a feat but God Himself. 
 
4. Two more objections are addressed by Paul in 9:14-29:  a) Is there unrighteousness with God? 
(9:14), and b) Why does God find fault with wicked men that He uses for His purposes? (9:19). 
 
    a. By definition mercy is not earned, for it is the withholding of what is earned – punishment.   
        And God has the sovereign right to decide who will be shown mercy.  God had every right  
        as the Creator to use Pharaoh for His purposes, even in placing Pharaoh in circumstances  
        which would harden him against God’s will.  The Jew would gladly accept the mercy of  
        God that was extended to him.  On what basis then would he complain about God showing  
        mercy to others? 
 
    b. First, Paul says that this second challenge to God’s sovereignty (9:19) is rebellious on its  
        face:  “Who are you to reply against God?”  Paul then illustrates God’s creative sovereign- 
        ty by equating Him with the potter who does what He wills with the clay.  Note the warning 
        from Mott:  “We must be careful to draw from these verses only what is there.  They speak  
        only of God’s ‘right’ and say nothing of how he actually exercises his ‘right.’  They do not  
        address the issues of human responsibility and free will … Keep in mind that the Romans  
        passage is making only one point.  It does not deal with all related issues” (TTR, p. 130). 
 
    c. But how does God actually express His divine power (9:22-29)?  He endured patiently with 
        wicked men “that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy”  
        (9:23).  He then cites Hosea and twice from Isaiah to demonstrate the mercy and longsuffer- 
        ing of God in order to bring His redemptive plan to fruition.  The point is this:  God exercis- 
        es His sovereign power according to righteousness and grace in order to give an opportunity 
        of salvation to all.  True (though not specifically argued here), all men have free will, but  
        when it is exercised unto evil, God has the right to use us for His purpose even as the potter  
        has “power over the clay” (9:21). 
 
5. Paul focuses his argument in 9:30-33.  The Gentiles (as a class, not considering specific condi-
tions of obedience) who were not bound by the Law of Moses and not pursuing a God-ward life 
“have attained to righteousness” because of their willingness to respond in faith.  Israel (again 
as a class) has not attained righteousness “because they did not seek it by faith” – God’s condi-
tion on salvation.  And what prevented them from doing so?  “They stumbled at that stumbling 
stone” – Christ.  The fault of Israel’s demise does not lie with God.     
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Outline:  Summarize the following sections in your own words.  

Rom 10:1-21: 

    A. 10:1-5: 

    B. 10:6-13:  

    C. 10:14-21: 

 
Notes: 
 
1. Chapter ten is an expansion upon 9:31 explaining why “Israel … has not attained to the law of 
righteousness.”  Paul gave a brief answer:  “Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, 
by the works of the law” (9:32), and he now elaborates on this fault. 
 
    a. The zealousness of the Jews, apparent in their reading of the Law, worshiping and defend- 
        ing God and their heritage, was misguided.  Ultimately, they felt right before God because 
        of their execution of the demands of law.  They were proud of their “chosen” status (which  
        Paul said in ch 9 was a result of God’s right to select, not their merit) and because they kept  
        the law so well.  They were “seeking to establish their own righteousness” (10:3). 
 
    b. But in this self-righteous mode they missed the essence of salvation:  they “have not sub- 
        mitted to the righteousness of God” (10:3b).  For the logical progression of the law leads to 
        the coming of the Messiah and the acceptance of Him unto grace and forgiveness.  Those 
        who believe and trust in Him (10:4) will be saved, not those who slave away trying to keep 
        every statute and ordinance of law perfectly.  This Paul has already established in Romans. 
 
    c. Paul then quotes Moses’ statement in Lev 18:5:  “the man who does those things shall live  
        by them” (cf. Paul’s quote of Dt 27:26 in Gal 3:10).  Once again, justification by law re- 
        quires perfect obedience. 
 
2. But while establishing our own righteousness on the basis of law is impossible, Paul now ela- 
borates on the “doability” of righteousness by faith in 10:6-13. 
 
    a. 10:6-8 quotes Dt 30:12-14 which was originally written in reference to Mosaic Law but  
        also applies to justification by faith:  both were doable.  That is, even in relation to the Law 
        God knew man couldn’t or wouldn’t keep it perfectly, so He built into it sin-sacrifices that, 
        if followed, would secure forgiveness (at least until the real Savior would come).  Even the 
        Law contained elements of faith, obedience, mercy and forgiveness.  But if one rejects  
        Christ, who has now come as the fulfillment of the Law, then his only hope is to observe the  
        Law of Moses perfectly in order to be saved, because he rejects the true offering that saves  
        from sin (not the blood of bulls and goats but that of God’s Son – Heb 10:1-4, 10-18). 
 
    b. Faith does not ask the impossible:  to ascend to heaven or descend to the abyss to discover 
        the will of God.  Actually, the word of faith “which we preach,” the gospel, is both near and  
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Text:  Romans 11 

Israel’s Rejection Not Total 

 1 I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of 
the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the 
Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, 3 “LORD, they have killed Your prophets 
and torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life”?[a] 4 But what does the divine response say to 
him? “I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”[b] 5 Even so then, at 
this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 6 And if by grace, then it is no longer of 
works; otherwise grace is no longer grace.[c] But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer 
work. 
7 What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 8 Just as 
it is written:  
 
      “ God has given them a spirit of stupor, 
       Eyes that they should not see 
      And ears that they should not hear, 
      To this very day.”[d] 
 
9 And David says:  
 
      “ Let their table become a snare and a trap, 
      A stumbling block and a recompense to them. 
       10 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, 
       And bow down their back always.”[e] 

Israel’s Rejection Not Final 

11 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to 
jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12 Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for 
the Gentiles, how much more their fullness!  
13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if by any 
means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. 15 For if their being cast away is 
the reconciling of the world, what will  their acceptance be but life from the dead?  
16 For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some of the 
branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a 
partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember 
that you do not support the root, but the root supports you.  
19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in.” 20 Well said. Because of unbelief they 
were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural 
branches, He may not spare you either. 22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, 
severity; but toward you, goodness,[f] if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23 And 
they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 For if you 
were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, 
how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?  

Romans 
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    c. Paul reiterates the basis of this remnant’s standing with God:  “according to the election of 
        grace” (11:5b).  Again, since the election – God’s choice of who would be saved – is fun- 
        damentally tied to grace (4:4; 5:20-21), the Jew must surrender his dependence on law and  
        his own performance to secure God’s favor.  In 11:6 Paul shows again that grace and  
        “works” (in context, meritorious works) are incompatible. 
 
    d. In 11:7 Paul distinguishes “Israel” (the unbelieving majority) from the “elect,” Jews who  
        have submitted to God’s righteousness by faith.  The elect have obtained what they seek;  
        i.e., fellowship with God.  But “the rest were hardened” because they rejected God’s righ- 
        teousness.  “Hardening” always happens to those who willfully reject God; their rebellion  
        precedes any further distancing God may provoke by His plans and demands.  To this  
        hardened core of Jewish rebels Paul quotes Isaiah and David to express their fate. 
 
3. Paul next discusses the interdependent relationship between Jews and Gentiles.  Part of this 
discussion is designed to encourage Jews:  they can be saved if they will simply turn back to God 
on His terms.  But Paul also issues a stern warning to the Gentiles:  the fact that they have been 
saved is likewise alterable.  If they fall into the same mindset as the Jews, they, too, will be 
separated from God.  The attitude of Jews toward Gentiles:  resentment.  The attitude of Gentiles 
toward the Jews:  pride.  Both are ungodly and will result in spiritual death.   
 
    a. 11:11-12 – If by the Jews’ fall such a great thing as salvation came to the Gentiles, what  
        greater things could God do if the Jews would only return to Him en masse?! 
 
    b. 11:13-24 – This is the warning to the Gentiles about a spirit of superiority toward the Jews:   
        “You will say then, ‘Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in” (11:19).  Paul  
         uses the analogy of pruning/grafting to make his point.  The Jews were the “natural” olive  
         tree; the Gentiles were “wild” branches.  The root and trunk of this tree represents the  
        Abrahamic line that was given law, inherited Canaan, received a royal covenant and  
        produced the Messiah.  The Gentiles were alienated from this redemptive strain but via the  
        gospel had been made “heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ” (8:17).   
 
        1) Paul warns the Gentiles and all to “consider the goodness and severity of God” (11:22). 
            God was severe toward unbelieving Jews who had been given every incentive and oppor- 
            tunity to obey.  The Gentiles who have been saved were recipients of God’s goodness,  
            but they must “continue in His goodness” lest they also be cut off through unbelief.    
 
        2) On the other hand “And they also, if they (the unbelieving Jews, jj) do not continue in  
            unbelief, will be grafted in …” (11:23).  Again, “God has not cast away His people”  
            (11:2) without remedy; in His goodness they will be received back but only on His terms.  
 
        3) Note the obvious error of “once saved, always saved.”  This passage speaks of both Jews  
            and Gentiles actually or potentially falling after being saved and being saved after falling.   
            Such a view of God’s sovereignty that places salvation or damnation wholly on His arbi- 
            trary selection is foreign to Paul’s teaching in Romans. 
 
    c. 11:25-32 – God’s plan from the foundation of the world (the “mystery” now being played  
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Text:  Romans 12 

Living Sacrifices to God 

 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

Serve God with Spiritual Gifts 

3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have many 
members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to 
us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our 
ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who 
leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Behave Like a Christian 

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another 
with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of 
the saints, given to hospitality.  
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those 
who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the 
humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.  
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as 
depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; 
for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”[a] says the Lord. 20 Therefore 
 
        “ If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
      If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 
      For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”[b] 
 
  21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
Outline:  Summarize the following sections in your own words.  

Rom 12:1-21: 

    A. 12:1-2: 

    B. 12:3-8:  

Romans 
The Power of God to Salvation 

Lesson 17:  Rom 12:1-21 
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    f. Rejoice (12:12) – in hope (cf. 5:2; 8:24-25).  This is not naïve wish that all will turn out well  
        but a deep confidence in God’s power to make all conform to His will. 
 
    g. Patient (12:12) – in tribulation (cf. 5:3-4).  Christians are not falsely enticed into the faith;  
        we are told up front that our life will be filled with tribulation and hardship. 
 
    h. Prayer (12:12) – continue steadfastly (cf. 1:9-10; 8:26; 15:30-32).  One cannot read very far  
        in the NT to see that our Lord, His apostles and all the saints were praying people. 
 
    i. Needs (12:13) – distributing.  As Paul focused on the offering to Jerusalem (Rom 15:25-28). 
 
    j. Hospitality (12:13) – given to.  Lit. “love of strangers”; not “last resort” but seeking to serve.   
 
    k. Enemies (12:14, 17a, 19-21) – bless.  Leave vengeance to God; give blessing to persecutors.   
        The constant danger for the Christian is to allow himself to be overcome by evil.  Instead,  
        we must trust the power of goodness to overcome evil.  
 
    l. Rejoice/weep (12:15) – with those who do likewise.  Empathy, support, camaraderie.   
 
    m. Like-mindedness (12:16) – seeking unity and peace with one another. 
 
    n. Associate (12:16) – with humble.  High ambitions, lofty self-opinion alienates us from the 
        “inferior.”  Pushing personal views leads to discord. 
 
    o. Regard (12:17) – good things.  Let purity shine through. 
 
    p. Live peaceably (12:18) – with all.  But only according to our control, response.  We may do  
        our best and still have enemies. 
 
5. The Christian life is elevated beyond natural human interaction.  So many react to circum-
stances and other people according to self-interest.  But this is often counter-productive.  We 
often fail to achieve the desired outcome when we act on the basis of our own emotions, advan-
tage, judgment, etc.  Thus we are taught in these pithy, concise statements to look outside of 
ourselves and be motivated by godly interests.    
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takes on new meaning when we consider the situation of the original recipients.  Living in the 
heart of Rome, the fount of global corruption, and under Nero’s bloodthirsty gaze, the Roman 
brethren are in for a horrible time in the near future.  Nero ruled from AD 54-68, and Romans 
was written between AD 55-59.  Neronian persecution will reach its zenith about AD 64.  The 
tendency might have been for Christians to reason that since they were under law to Christ, God 
would excuse them from honoring such a perverse, insane, self-absorbed persecutor as Nero.  
But Paul advances a quite different view. 
 
2. In 13:1-7 Paul lays out three basic motivations for submitting to civil government: 
 
    a. “The authorities that exist are appointed by God” – 13:1.  God does not favor one form of 
         government over another; rather, He favors order and peace, protection of the innocent,  
         punishment of the criminal, etc.  Government, in its abstract form, performs good services  
         for mankind.  “He is God’s minister to you for good” – 13:4. 
 
    b. “Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath …” – 13:5a.  Civil government  
         is authorized to punish wrongdoers:  “But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the  
         sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices  
         evil” – 13:4.  Fines, imprisonment and execution are part of the principle in 12:19:  “Ven- 
         geance is Mine, I will repay.”  This may also involve eternal wrath, but on earth God con- 
         trols evil and redresses wickedness by punishment of civil government.   
 
    c. “… but also for conscience’ sake” – 13:5b.  Sometimes we may be called upon to obey  
        laws that we consider unfair, pay taxes that are exorbitant, even suffer in the face of mis- 
        placed government stewardship.  But what helps us through this is the knowledge that sub- 
        mission is God’s will (this principle is operative in marriage, employment and other obliga- 
        tions to duly authorized powers). 
 
3. Paul plays off his exhortation to “render” taxes with the direction to “owe no one anything  
except to love one another” – 13:8-10.  Love is a debt we can never fully pay off; we “owe” it to 
everyone as long as we live. 
 
    a. Paul echoes Jesus’ teaching that love fulfills the commandments – 13:9; cf. Mt 22:36-40.   
        But why does Paul cite Mosaic Law when he has argued in the epistle that we are not under  
        it?  It seems his main point is that love for and proper treatment of others is the heart and  
        soul of any covenant of God.  What is cited from the ten commandments are laws which  
        have a direct bearing on treatment of others.  A similar formula is found in Gal 5:13-15. 
 
    b. Rom 13:10 is a passive version of Jesus’ great maxim:  “Whatever you want men to do to  
        you, do also to them …” (Mt 7:12).  Paul says, “Love does no harm to a neighbor.”  If 
        this were unfailingly observed, the need for civil government would practically disappear. 
 
4. In the concluding section (13:11-14) Paul uses a metaphor of night/sleep; daylight/activity to  
urge the Romans to diligent, urgent action.  Our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  
Christians have armor of light, truth and illumination from the complete word of God.  Our lives 



 53 

 

 

 

 
Text:  Romans 14:1-13 

The Law of Liberty 

 1 Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. 2 For one believes he may eat all 
things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not 
him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. 4 Who are you to judge another’s servant? To 
his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 
5 One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his 
own mind. 6 He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord;[a] and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he 
does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he 
does not eat, and gives God thanks. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we 
live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this 
end Christ died and rose[b] and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 But why do you 
judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ.[c] 11 For it is written:  
 
      “ As I live, says the LORD, 
      Every knee shall bow to Me, 
      And every tongue shall confess to God.”[d] 
 
12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but 
rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way. 
 
Outline:  Summarize the following sections in your own words.  

Rom 14:1-13: 

    A. 14:1-3: 

    B. 14:4-6: 

    C. 14:7-9: 

    D. 14:10-13: 

Notes: 
 
1. Divergent views of Rom 14 have led to much controversy.  Understanding this chapter is a test 
of our analytical skills, personal bias and sound application to real life situations.  Paul here ac- 
knowledges that Christians are not uniform in understanding, and this can lead to disrespect of 
one another.  In this chapter Paul is setting forth the basis of unity when two brethren disagree in 
matters where Christians have liberty to act.     

Romans 
The Power of God to Salvation 
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4. Trouble spots: 
 
    a. What are “doubtful disputations” (14:1)?  See the following renderings: 
 
        1. “Not to reasonings (judgments) of his thoughts” – Hamilton. 
 
        2. “Not for the purpose of passing judgment on opinions, as to which one is to be preferred 
            as the more correct” (Grimm/Thayer, in Mott). 
 
        3. “Welcome, but not for the purpose of getting into quarrels about opinions” (Arndt/  
            Gingrich, in Mott). 
 
        4. “Not with a view to deciding (or passing sentence on) his doubts” (Denney, in Mott). 
 
        5. The idea seems to be to accept one in full fellowship, giving him the liberty he is due  
            before God in these matters, and not being prejudiced against him or treating him as a 
            second-class Christian. 
 
    b. What does “for God is able to make him stand” mean (14:4)?  We “stand” – are saved and  
        in God’s fellowship – because of what God has done (cf. 1:16).  We do not stand by our  
        own strength or ingenuity.  But the weak brother thinks the strong needs his scruples as  
        much as he does, but Paul denies this.  We get in trouble when we force our opinions and  
        scruples on others when they do not have a true basis in God’s word.  When we do this we  
        “judge God’s servant” and think we can make him a better Christian than God can. 
 
    c. “Let each be fully convinced in his own mind” (14:5) does not mean that God accepts any- 
        thing that is done so long as the doer believes it is right.  The Jews “have a zeal for God,  
        but not according to knowledge” (Rom 10:2), but this did not make them acceptable.  Paul  
        is simply saying that each of us must act upon our own understanding of God’s will and not  
        merely “go along with the crowd.”   
 
    d. “Let us not judge one another” (14:13) is not a prohibition of pointing out sin and correcting  
        the wayward.  The kind of judging is indicated by the context.  In this case, it is the unfavor- 
        able judgment against one God has approved; i.e., the weak judging the strong for his exer- 
        cise of liberty.  The second half of 14:13 is directed to the strong:  he should resolve not to  
        put a stumbling block in his brother’s way by urging him to violate his conscience.   
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2. Consider the diagrams:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Note the following principles from 14:14-15:5: 
 
    a. Do not do anything within the realm of rights or liberty which makes a brother stumble,  
        offended, weak – 14:21.  The term “destroy” in 14:15 and “condemned” in 14:23 place this  
        stumbling in the category of causing someone to sin, not merely hurting feelings.   
 
    b. Pursue things that make peace and edify – 14:19. 
 
    c. The “work of God” (14:20) is people (cf. Eph 2:10).  There is strong condemnation in the  
        Scriptures for destroying what God has constructed (cf. 1 Cor 3:17). 
 
    d. Whatever is not from faith is sin – 14:23.  This “faith” is not revelation but one’s subjective  
        conviction of what is right.  One may not violate an overt precept of God but still sin  
        because he willfully contradicted his own understanding.  This is sin in intent:  the sinner  
        did not intend to obey (and in this context he took his cue from the strong brother). 

� �

Strong Weak 

1. Grieve weak brother over food, no 
longer walking in love – v 15  
 
2. Do not destroy one for whom Christ 
died – v 20 
 
3. Do not let good be spoken of as   
evil – v 16 
 
4. Righteousness, peace and joy make 
one approved by God, man – v 18 
 
5. Happy is he who does not condemn 
himself in what he approves – v 22 
 
6. Bear with scruples of weak – 15:1 
 
7. Please neighbor for good – 15:2 
 
8. Be likeminded, receive – 15:5, 7 
 

1. If he considers unclean, it is 
unclean to him – v 14   
 
2. Pure becomes evil if done with 
offense – v 20     
 
3. Eating with doubt = condemned 
(not eat from faith) – v 23 
 
4. Please neighbor for good – 15:2 
 
5. Be likeminded, receive – 15:5, 7 
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Text:  Romans 15:8-33 

Glorify God Together 

8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises 
made to the fathers, 9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written:  
 
      “ For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name.”[c] 

 10 And again he says: 
 
      “ Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!”[d] 
 
 11 And again: 
 
      “ Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles!  Laud Him, all you peoples!”[e] 

 12 And again, Isaiah says: 
 
      “ There shall be a root of Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, 
      In Him the Gentiles shall hope.”[f] 
 
13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

From Jerusalem to Illyricum 

14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all 
knowledge, able also to admonish one another.[g] 15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on 
some points, as reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God, 16 that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ 
to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. 17 Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God. 18 For I will not 
dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the 
Gentiles obedient— 19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and 
round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 20 And so I have made it my aim to preach the 
gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build on another man’s foundation, 21 but as it is written:  
 
      “ To whom He was not announced, they shall see; And those who have not heard shall understand.”[h] 

Plan to Visit Rome 

22 For this reason I also have been much hindered from coming to you. 23 But now no longer having a place in these 
parts, and having a great desire these many years to come to you, 24 whenever I journey to Spain, I shall come to 
you.[i] For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy your 
company for a while. 25 But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints. 26 For it pleased those from 

Romans 
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    b. As an apostle of Christ, Paul has: 
 
        1. Written boldly to remind the Romans of crucial facts of the gospel – 15:15. 
 
        2. Ministered to the Gentiles in order to make them (figuratively) an acceptable offering to 
            the Lord – 15:16. 
 
        3. Accomplished much, but not by his own strength or power – 15:17-18. 
 
        4. Fulfilled his mission from Jerusalem to Illyricum (western Greece) – 15:19. 
 
        5. Focused on preaching “not where Christ was named” but in virgin territory – 15:20-21.  
 
3. Paul transitions from his past objectives to his future plans – 15:22-33. 
 
    a. In 15:22-24 one can sense the stress that Paul has been under.  He had a job to do that did 
        not yet include a journey to the Italian peninsula, but he had been wanting to travel there for  
        a long while (cf. 1:10-13).  “But now no longer having a place in these parts” he feels the  
        opportunity to visit Rome nearing. 
 
    b. However, he first has another important task to fulfill that will delay a westward sail:  he 
        must complete the delivery of the contribution to the poor saints in Jerusalem – 15:25-28.   
        This mission has a prominent place in NT literature and can be further studied in Ac 21; 
        1 Cor 16:1-2; 2 Cor 8-9.  This was more than just a humanitarian gesture:  Paul has great  
        hope that such compassion and generosity shown by the Gentiles will ease ethnic tensions  
        and create goodwill among brethren. 
 
        1. Paul mentions the glad participation of the Gentiles in Macedonia and Achaia in this of- 
            fering (15:26; cf. 2 Cor 8:1-5). 
 
        2. Paul calls this offering “fruit” (15:28).  Truly, it is fruit born by the working of the Holy 
            Spirit as He has transformed lives of Gentiles.  Those once hostile to Jews and ignorant 
            of God are now sharing from their meager stores to sustain their former enemies. 
 
    c. However, Paul has several concerns in delivering this offering so he asks the Roman  
        brethren to “strive together with me in your prayers to God” (15:30) that:    
 
        1. “I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe” (15:31a).  See Ac 21:10-14, 
             26 ff. for the legitimacy of this concern. 
 
        2. “And that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints” (15:31b).  See Ac  
             21:17 for fulfillment.  
 
        3. “That I may come to you with joy by the will of God …” (15:32).  See Ac 28:15 to see  
             how this comes to pass.  Paul wishes to “come in the fullness of the blessing of the  
             gospel of Christ” (15:29), but little does he know what this means at present. 
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Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the 
faith— 27 to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.[f] 
 
Outline:  Summarize the following sections in your own words.  

Rom 16:1-27 

    A. 16:1-16: 

    B. 16:17-20: 

    C. 16:21-24: 

    D. 16:25-27 

Notes: 
 
1. In the first part of Rom 16 Paul sends a number of personal greetings.  With the exception of 
Aquila and Priscilla, nothing certain is known of any of these figures beyond the mention here.  
Paul mentions their “labors” quite often; they are “beloved” in the Lord; i.e., he feels a close 
bond with them because of mutual faith.  Apparently there is much more correspondence flowing 
in the first century than we might imagine from the few epistles we have.  Also, there was much 
travel (witnessed by Phoebe’s arrival in Rome, the history of Priscilla and Aquila, and Paul 
himself).  Of special note in the list are: 
 
    a. Phoebe is commended to the Roman brethren and identified as “a servant of the church in  
        Cenchrea” (16:1).   
 
        1) Some make more out of the word diakonos here than is warranted, looking for justifica- 
            tion for female appointments as deaconesses.  But the enumerated qualifications in 1  
            Tim 3 rule this out (i.e., “husband of one wife” – 1 Tim 3:12).  The terms “elder” and  
            “apostle” have both specialized and generic meanings; the same is true with diakonos.   
            Phoebe was a faithful servant of God in the Cenchrean congregation and “she has been a  
            helper of many and of myself also” (16:2).    
              
        2) It is possible that she was the bearer of the Roman epistle. 
 
    b. Priscilla and Aquila – 16:3-5.  They have returned to Rome sometime after their stay in 
       Ephesus (cf. Ac 18:18-28; 1 Cor 16:19), having lived there before all Jews were expelled 
       by Claudius (Ac 18:2).   
 
       1) Paul notes their courage in risking their well-being for Paul – 16:4. 
 
       2) He sends greetings to “the church that is in their house” – 16:5.  There is some debate  
            among scholars as to whether this refers to Christians in a household or a church that  
            meets for worship in someone’s home.  Some technical linguistic details may support the 
            latter (cf. Hamilton, Truth Commentary on Romans, p. 853-855), and it does not seem  
            appropriate to refer to believing members of a household as a “church.”     


