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 recently heard some disturbing comments in a class discussion on qualifications for elders.  
The gist of the brother’s observation was that we must consider why a particular law is given 
in order to accurately apply said law.  On the surface, this appears to be sound, common 
sense advice.  But let’s look further. 

Those who construe the reference to the character of an elder’s “children” to require a plural 
number of offspring attempt to justify their position by reasoning why God gave this law.  “A 
man who raises more than one child knows how to handle sibling rivalry.  A man with only one 
child is less experienced in such matters.”  

But there’s no stopping place for such human reasoning.  What about the potential elder with 
three children?  Would he not be more experienced than the man with two?  After all, the man 
with only two children has never faced the “middle child syndrome.”  And what about the man 
with only boys?  Human reason would suggest that he would be less capable of handling female-
oriented issues than the elder with both boys and girls. 

The truth is that God gives no rationale whatsoever about the number of offspring a man has.  
We add that in by human reasoning.  What the Scriptures say is that a man who cannot rule his 
own house will not effectively discharge his oversight duties as an elder (1 Tim 3:4-5).  Does a 
man, his wife and one child constitute “a house”?  Should not the principles of his rule be the 
same if and when another child is added to the family?  (In fact, paternal rule sometimes falters 
as children are added, particularly with the last child.)           

Why did Jesus specify unleavened bread and juice of the grape as symbolic elements of the 
Lord’s supper?  Someone might argue:  “The reason behind these elements was that Jesus 
instituted the memorial during the Passover.  It was incidental that wine and unleavened bread 
happened to be served on this occasion.  We can just as well symbolize Jesus’ body and blood 
today with other types of food and drink.” 

It is true that Jesus selected items from the Passover meal, but He didn’t select lamb which was 
also being served.  We are not told why these elements ultimately were chosen, but I believe that 
the providence of God rules out pure accident or chance. It is often possible to appreciate the 
wisdom of divine law, but it is not necessary to understand the rationale for God’s commands in 
order to obey them.  Assumed rationale is a dangerous thing. 
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