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arely do | read a newspaper article on religion klzgree with. Usually what is published is sdefe

wing, doctrinally relative, all-inclusive, politilg correct essay. But on Monday (7/4/05) the Ad€alll

papers) ran an article by Robert S. McElvaine We unique in its candor and insightfulness. Titiela
was written against the backdrop of the convictbBernard Ebbers and the acquittal of Richard Styun cases
of massive corporate fraud. Both are hailed bir tiefenders as “good Christian men.” Some exserpt

“The unwillingness of so many self-professed Charst to say that any sort of sinful behavior is
incompatible with being “a good Christian” is vegvealing about the brand of Christianity that has
become so popular and so politically potent inWinited States in recent decades.

“It is unsurprising that people who believed thhbErs and Scrushy could bring them huge wealthowith
effort also are adherents to a religion that mhggst be called Christianity Lite, which promisesreéal
salvation in return for nothing more than profegsaicceptance of Jesus as one’s Lord and SavidievBe
in Jesus and He will instantly save you. BeliavBeérnie and he will instantly make you rich.

“The brand of Christianity embraced by Ebbers, Sieyuand those who still see them as “good Christian
men” is one that basically says all you need tasdazcept Jesus and then you can do whatever you wa
In effect, it argues that God watches what we saywhat we do.”

The liberty we have in Christ is nearly beyond digsion. God has shared with us truth that setbaesfrom
Satan’s deceit (Jn 8:32). In Christ we have béwrdted from the dominion of sin (Rom 6:18). Wavdbeen
given the chance to be justified on a basis otteen taw (Rom 6:15; Rom 3:20-22; Gal 3:10-13). dhead of
death no longer dominates our subconscious thouaghier, the Christian knows that he approachesitideof life
leaning on the mercy and grace of Jesus (Heb 2:Cmyr 15:56-57; Rom 8:1). The shackles of ignoeaihgst, fear,
vanity, pride and every harmful thing have beerkbro

What a travesty to turn this wonderful liberty irgelfish license.

Yet this is precisely what modern “Christian” thegy has done. A self-indulgent mindset has red@adstianity
to a mere formality, stripped of its moral forceldifie-transforming power. A life-long endeavortiecome Christ-
like (Eph 4:13-15) has been replaced with a monmgntarbal declaration (often excited by the emotida near-
death experience or a slick revival preacher)s ot uncommon to hear people speak of “gettimgdaas early as
four or five years old. And such fragrant testinadare often overpowered by the moral stenchhiclvthe
professed “believer” is currently living.

Mr. McElvaine continues:

It is a peculiarly American twist on Calvinism thdivides the world in the Elect and the Damned,darmocratizes
the process by providing for self-election. Thig\gersion of Christianity reduces Jesus to a “g¢bd jail free”
card.

Here is where Mr. McElvaine and | part ways. lesgthat American self-centeredness has taken @Gatvito new
heights but this is the logical place to which the doctsra John Calvin leadMcElvaine wishes to defend
classical Calvinism (which teaches that God uniidhg and unconditionally saves some and condertimsrs), but
any doctrine which places the responsibility fdvaton wholly upon God’s shoulders compromises ahor
responsibility. This isn’t merely an “American persion”; it is the natural result when self-ceatépeople
embrace a self-serving doctrine of God'’s sovergignt

Our speakers this week are stressing the importainsgiritual growth: “Beware lest you also fall from your own
steadfastness, being led away with the error ofittoied; but grow in the grace and knowledge ofloand and
Savior Jesus Christ{2 Pet 3:18; cf. Heb 5:12-14; 2 Pet 1:5-11). Thaeeno paved, level shortcuts to heaven.
God’s people will arrive at their destination witte scars of diligent effort, self-denial, acceptnf guilt,
persecution, etc. But they will arrive looking radike Christ than when they began the journey.



