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Just Say No! 
(The Moral Authority of Parents) 

Intro: 
 
1. A time of great threat/challenge to godly families. 
 
2. Many attacks from outside:  Mass media and the immorality it produces; materialism  
    and the secularism it produces; frenzied lifestyles and the disunity it produces; redefi- 
    nition of marriage/family. 
 
3. But discuss a threat from the inside, an insidious weakness that makes the family sus- 

    ceptible to the external attacks.  Parents who lack moral courage to lead, nurture and  

    discipline their children. Parents  who have abdicated their position of authority which  

    God has invested in mothers and fathers for the welfare of the new lives which He intro- 

    duces into this world.  Illus:  See this at any Wal-Mart store. 
 
1. The Age of Permissiveness 
 
    A. Elements of modern society have conspired to erode moral authority: 
 
         1. The Hillary Clinton “It takes a village” philosophy, a liberal doctrine which de- 
              nies the sufficiency of the family structure as God created it.  
 
         2. Children’s “rights” which shield them from parental control, even providing birth 
             control devices and abortion on demand without parental consent. 
 
         3. Assault on physical punishment, now illegal in many foreign countries.  Such in- 
             struction, mandated by God, is held to be barbaric, abusive and criminal and has 
             created a “chilling effect” upon punishment. 
 
         4. “Self-esteem” philosophies which portray children as psychologically fragile and  
             declare that anything negative is detrimental to a child’s healthy self-image. 
 
         5. General breakdown of objective standard of right/wrong has created doubt, hes- 
              itancy in making moral judgments. 
 
         6. Parental guilt has also contributed to parental weakness.  Parents who are ab-   
             sent from their children (day-care, raising by extended family) or who feel guilty 
             over their past mistakes are often indulgent or reluctant to punish when needed.  
 
    B. The effects of permissiveness: 
 
         1. Children with no respect for parents (and, consequently, for any authority).   
 



              a. Mild – Brats, bullies and smart alecks who alienate other children and adults 

                  alike.  This kills self-esteem of the anti-social child! 

 

              b. Moderate – Children who talk down to parents, have no regard for God or 

                  His word.  They think the world revolves around them.  This is abuse, for it ill 

                  prepares children for the real world which does not revolve around them! 

 

               c. Major – Drinking, drugs, gang membership – or worse – school massacres. 
                   Many such children are directly reacting to lack of godly parental oversight. 
 
         2. Permissiveness leads to child abuse as parents are pushed to the limits of endur- 
             ance by little terrorists and finally lash out in anger and frustration. 
 
         3. General social chaos (family, school, sports, jobs, etc.).  No accountability, no 

             training and instruction, no discipline.  Such children are morally orphaned by  

             adults who lack the courage to lead.  Heb 12:8 – “illegitimate and not sons.”   
 
     C. Biblical examples:  Eli – 1 Sam 2:22-25, 29-30; 3:13; Samuel repeated Eli’s   
         mistakes – 1 Sam 8:1-5; David – 2 Sam 13:21 (failure to punish Amnon for  

         rape of Tamar).  All three instances caused national upheaval and distress. 
 
2. The Moral Courage to Say “No” 
 
    A. The answer to getting our families back on proper footing is not as complex as  
         “experts” would have us believe.  It is not in the hands of the middle agers or  
          elderly.  Not primarily in the hands of women/mothers.  The secret to family 
        strength lies primarily in the hands of young fathers. 
 
    B. The key passage:  Eph 6:1-4. 
 

         1. Obey – There is moral authority which God has always invested in parents.  
 
       2. Promise – The key to happy, fulfilled, orderly life begins at home. 
 
         3. Fathers – The father is to be the moral and spiritual leader of the family.  He 
             must take the initiative and have a vision for where he is guiding the family; he  
             must not be lazy and leave impetus to wife; he must make decisions and handle 

             criticism that will surely come from brethren and society.  The key is “young” 

             because these things cannot wait until the children are teenagers!  If you don’t  
           have guts, don’t have kids! 
 
     C. Parents must “Say No” … 
 

         1. With authority – Not just say it but back it up and carry it through. 
 

         2. Early – “Chasten your son while there is hope” – Pr 19:18.  Must not squander.  



         3. With love, which includes corporal punishment – Heb 12:9-11.  Spanking is a  
             tool for development, not an relief valve for anger.  When used early, consis- 

             tently and properly, it is a phase that doesn’t last long.  Refusing to discipline is  

             evidence of lack of love – Pr 13:24:  “He who spares his rod hates his son, but  

             he who loves him disciplines him promptly.” 
             
         4. As often as needed – A parent only has so many “nos” that he could use.  We  
             must say “no” to everything that threatens our children’s souls:  raunchy  
             music, explicit movies, conflicts with worship, dangerous friendships, misbehav- 

             ior, lying, stealing, etc.  Of course, we must recognize the threat, and this is  
             where so many good intentions sink on the reef.     
         
3. We Only Have One Chance! 
 
    A. Why did God give child rearing to the young and inexperienced?  Is the first child 
          “practice”?  Where is the instruction booklet?  So many go to Dobson, Rosemond, 
           Spock, Schlessinger or other “experts.”   
 
     B. But God’s principles of being His child equips us to raise our own.  The develop- 
         ment of godly character – patience, kindness, forgiveness, justice, self-control, self- 
         lessness, joy, peace, etc. – provide a solid foundation of parenthood.  We then have 
         wisdom of older saints to draw from.  This should sober those not yet par- 
        ents and cause them to give due attention to their spiritual maturity. 
 
     C. A final note:  Parents don’t have to be perfect.  Children are the most forgiving hu- 
         mans on the planet.  “Even a dog knows the difference between being kicked and  
         tripped over.”  They want rules, guidelines, love, involvement – they don’t want  
         nor do they expect mistake-free parents. 
 
Conclusion:  Socialists have said for decades that they would take the U.S. without fir- 
ing a shot.  They are succeeding through immorality, unrestrained personal liberty, lack 

of honor, selfishness, etc.  I am here to sound an alarm:  Satan is making inroads into the 

Lord’s church through weak parents.  He is winning our children.   

 


