
Advice from Martha Stewart 

March 2004 
artha Stewart has created a financial empire by advising other people how to decorate, 
display and dress with decorum.  However, Martha’s recent conviction of violating 
laws pertaining to stock trading may provide the most sober advice she’s ever given.  

Consider: 

1) One of the jurors who convicted her said:  “She would have been better off if she had told the 
truth, and told it early.”  In other words, the lies, denial and cover-up – even going to trial in the 
face of overwhelming evidence against her – were probably worse than the original offense.  
How often do we see this principle neglected by the prominent who have been caught with their 
hand in the cookie jar:  Richard Nixon, Pete Rose, et. al. 

Truly, none of us is above making mistakes, and we’ve all been guilty of horribly embarrassing, 
callous, deceitful and dishonest faults.  Why, then, is it so hard to come clean when nabbed?  
Because we’re afraid of the consequences of telling the truth.  Our stock price may fall, our 
constituency may not send us back to Washington, our carefully crafted public persona may be 
sullied.  How much heartache and additional injury has been caused by ignoring these words:  
“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed” (Jas 
5:16). 

Telling the truth, to God and man, is always the best policy when guilty of wrongdoing. 

2) Martha unlawfully sold stock that was soon to plunge in value, yet that stock represented only 
a fraction of her total worth.  In other words, she has jeopardized the soundness of her entire 
financial empire and is flirting with a federal penitentiary over a measly $60,000.  Makes you 
wanna ask, “What was she thinking?!” 

But of course, she wasn’t thinking.  That’s what sin and, especially in this case, greed will do to 
you.  The blinders go on, we focus upon the object of our lust, and we don’t see the train coming 
… 

“But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish          
and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition” (1 Tim 6:9). 

3) If one can believe the press characterizations, Martha did not appear to be the warmest and 
fuzziest domestic diva in the land.  Her harsh and arrogant demeanor shredded the safety net of 
compassion and good will that might have cushioned her fall.  

Some may get only their “fifteen minutes” of fame; others may bilk hundreds of millions of 
dollars from investors; and yet others may rule an entire country with villainy.  But in the end, 
even the mighty will fall.   

“And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail,    
they may receive you into everlasting habitations” (Lk 16:9). 

Let us observe and learn. 
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