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he young woman called to ask if we had any oppdrasnfor studying in small groups near her

neighborhood. | perked up. Most cold phone caksrequests to help with electric bills or rent.

explained that we had a number of home Bible stuidi@ddition to our regular times of study/
worship and that we would be happy to provide sarclpportunity at her convenience.

| asked her if she had any familiarity with the attuof Christ, or was she just randomly callingetiént

churches. She replied that she had little perdamalledge about the teaching or practice of theaih

but she had been warned that you must be “carahdut the church of Christ: you never know what
might lie behind the name.

| agreed with her: the name “church of Christ’smme sign or building is no longer definitive, suth
was true with many other religious groups. | aféto answer any question she might have about my
view of the Scriptures.

She asked, “Are you charismatic?” | replied, ‘Yfihat you mean: ‘Do | believe the gifts of theljHo
Spirit are operative today?’, the answer is “Ndoh’t believe they are.” After a pause, she said i
hushed tone, “Oh.”

Sensing that this is not what she had wanted to(aed knowing my time was now limited), | tried to
carefully explain that we must not be guided by semses on this issue, that even magicians camsool
by sleight of hand. Rather, we must base our asimhs squarely upon the teaching of the Scriptures
explained that there were limitations of purposec(@nfirm the revelation) and agency of transmissio
(apostles) that restricted such miracles to thiy €arys of the church.

| also tried to briefly explain that what constédta true miracle was not what can be observedtoda
While she agreed that words could be misused (schapplying the term “miracle” to something
merely unusual or amazing), her agreement had étithusiasm.

| tried to salvage her waning interest by explajrimat | did, however, believe in the providencésoi,
that He could accomplish anything He wanted to iwittnd through the existing forces of natural law.
He didn’t need a miracle to do it. (Funny, miralbdievers accuse us of “limiting God” when it is
actually the other way around: they limit God byplying that Heneeds miracles to do His will. God
controls entire nations and the flow of human ewavithout working miracles. Miracles always have
beenfor our benefit, not His. And the benefit that we might receive wigacles has been fulfilled.)
Alas, my attempt to stir her curiosity was to naiav

“I'm really busy. I've got to go,” she replied.akked, “Does this mean you are no longer inteldldata
study?” “No, I'm not, but thanks anyway.” And sheng up, having closed her mind to truth that woul
have set her free.

What happened in this exchange? The same thihgaippened to Jesus, just in reverse. Jdisugork
miracles, but the people rejected them becauseildel their litmus test: He contradicted their
preconceptions which were shaped by traditionscandal hopes rather than by revelation. Their mind
was made up, and even miracles couldn’t persuaate th reconsider.

My distinct impression is that this young calletié&eed in miracles because shantedto. Thus it is not
surprising that she thinks she sees them occut thigukind of thinking is spiritually backwardndtead,
we mustcommit our-selvesto the truth first and then follow it wherever it may lead us. Do you have a
litmus test for God? Is there something you warlidlieve so badly that you willingly turn away o
the truth in order to hang on to it?



