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Life in the Son 
 

Intro 
 
1. Humans have both the natural instinct (biological) and personal desire (spiritual) 
    to survive. 
 
2. The thought or threat of death creates anxiety.  It has driven men to search for ways  
    to prolong life:  fountain of youth, cryogenics, philosophy, time-travel, etc.   
 
3. But the God who made us is the source of life, and if we are to find eternal life, it will 
    be according to His terms and conditions. 
 
1. God’s Offering of Life - 1 Jn 5:11 
 
    A. Grace - “God has given us eternal life.”  Also a promise - 1 Jn 2:25.  The nature of 
         sin makes us worthy of death, but God freely created a scheme to save us. 
 
     B. Condition - “This life is in His Son.”  God has restricted the extension of life in  
         order to create certain type of follower. 
 
         1. 1 Jn 4:9 - God’s Son had to come into the world; expression of God’s love. 
 
         2. 2 Tim 1:9-10 - “before time began”; Jesus abolished death and brought life. 
 

         3. This, however, necessitated His own death - Heb 2:14-15. 
 
     C. The vital connection with the Son - 1 Jn 2:12 - But how do we “have” the Son? 
 
2. “Believing” in the Son 
 
     A. 1 Jn 5:13 - “Believe in the name of the Son of God.” 
 
         1. “Believe” is used many different ways in English, from opinion (“I believe its 
             going to rain.”) to devotion (“I believe in exercise/vitamins.”) to confidence in 
             a person (“I voted for the candidate because I believe in him.”). 
 
         2. Many say believing in Jesus means accepting Him as one’s personal Savior; a 
             mere mental act with no bearing upon behavior. 
 
         3. But John has already qualified this saving belief in Jesus earlier in the epistle. 
 
     B. Belief qualified: 
 



          1. Love for Jesus, brethren - 1 Jn 3:23; 4:21-5:1. 
 
          2. “Commandment” counterpart is obedience - 1 Jn 2:3-5; 2:17; 5:2-3. 
 
          3. Character - 1 Jn 2:6, 29. 
 
          4. Retaining confidence, trust in the word - 1 Jn 1:1-4; 2:24.  The word reveals 
              Christ, and fellowship with the Father is through Him. 
 
     C. Our participation in eternal life, then, depends upon complete devotion to Jesus in 
         affection, appreciation, character, obedience, trust, confidence.  Eternal life is not 
         merely quantity but quality; God gives eternal life to those who love Him and  
         His Son enough to be like them in all respects.  Illus:  Key-cutting machine -  
         makes a perfect copy. 
 
3. Confidence in Our Spiritual Standing - 1 Jn 5:13b 
 
    A. If we can know that we are “in Christ” (= a Christian), then we can know we  

         have eternal life.  This is based on forgiveness - 1 Jn 1:8-9. 
 

     B. John urges us to “abide in Him” in order to have confidence at His coming - 1 Jn 2: 
         28.   
 
     C. Our genuine love for God replaces fear with boldness in the day of judgment - 
         1 Jn 4:17-18. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
1. The apostles gradually learned that there was no alternative to eternal life but thru 

     Jesus - “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life” (Jn 6:67-69). 
 
2. If we take our eyes off Jesus and look at the wind and waves around us, we will sink. 
 
3. Are you confident of your love for God and Jesus?  We can be free from the burden of 
     sin and doubt by looking upon and obeying God as our Father.    


