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It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting,                                 

for that is the end of all men; and the living will take it to heart.  [Ecclesiastes 7:2] 

What are some things we should take to heart from the house of mourning? 

That … no matter how much time is spent with loved ones, it is never enough. 

That … death is an evil and despicable thing that God never intended for us to endure.  We have brought 
it upon ourselves. 

That … Satan is so wicked that he is happy when we are filled with grief and he rejoices when men die in 
their sins. 

That … while we wish to comfort our loved ones who are dying, Jesus was mocked and jeered as His life 
was ebbing away. 

That … so much of our attention is focused on the trivial and meaningless. 

That … the needs of the dying outweigh our fear of being present as death approaches. 

That … “if you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is small” (Pr 24:10).   

That … “every man at his best state is but a vapor” (Ps 39:5). 

That … death often brings out the best in us:  gentleness, compassion, forgiveness, generosity. 

That … God promised never to leave or forsake us (Heb 13:5). 

That … we feel guilty going about our daily routines while our loved ones are struggling for life. 

That … strangers in ICU waiting rooms are compassionate because they can relate to our pain. 

That … it’s ok to cry … even for grown men. 

That … nothing – not even death – can separate us from the love of Christ (Rom 8:38-39). 

That … any form of dying is traumatic, whether sudden and unexpected or lingering and anticipated. 

That … death renders our earthly plans for the future pointless (Ecc 2:18-23). 

That … we, especially husbands and wives, depend on each other more than we realize. 

That … the unreasonable shielding of children from the realities of death is not helpful to them. 

That … we should give our loved ones “permission” to leave us, for their sense of duty and reluctance to 
cause grief makes them hang on to life. 

That … if Jesus could endure it, and our loved ones can endure it – and show great courage in the process 
– then I can endure it when it comes my time to die. 

That … sometimes eating is not pleasurable; it is done merely to subsist. 

That … death will challenge what you truly believe like nothing else in this world. 

That … the ONLY cause for hope of life beyond is the mercy and grace extended to sinners in the 
sacrifice of His Son. 

That … “even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day” (2 
Cor 4:16). 


