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A Bible Study in a Chariot 
 

1. The Scripture 
 
    A. Isaiah tells of God’s Servant-Messiah in a five-stanza song:  Is 52:13 - 53:12.  While 
         other Messianic prophecies tell of rule, justice, righteousness, a throne, etc., this  

         prophecy centers on suffering: 

 

         1. Descriptive terms:  despised, rejected, sorrows, grief, stricken, smitten, afflicted, 
             wounded, bruised, chastisement, stripes, oppressed. 
 

         2. But the suffering is vicarious:  Read 53:4-6, 11.  God’s Servant will be an “offer- 
             ing for sin” (53:10), “led as a lamb to the slaughter” (53:7). 
 
     B. But the prophecy also tells of ultimate victory and triumph:  52:13; 53:12. 
 
     C. Then, some 700 years later ... 
 
2. The Student 
 
    A. The state-treasurer of Ethiopia, returning from worshiping in Jerusalem - Ac 8:27. 
 
    B. He was: 
 
        1. Devout - Not too busy for such an arduous journey; dangerous, uncomfortable. 
 
        2. Studious - Not too important, sophisticated to read the Bible - Ac 8:28. 
 
        3. Humble - He requests guidance, instruction on what he is reading - Ac 8:34. 
 

    C. And what is he reading?  Isaiah 53, specifically vv. 7-8.   
 
3. The Teacher 
 
    A. Philip and the Ethiopian treasurer differ in superficial things:  Philip is not political- 
         ly connected or upper class.  In the deeper elements of character, however, both  
         share the qualities of humility, spiritual awareness and zest for Bible study.   
 
     B. Philip has been directed by divine intervention to study the Bible with the treasur- 
          er - Ac 8:26, 29. 
 
     C. The role of the Spirit was to bring teacher and student together, to create on occas- 
         ion for study and instruction.  The H.S. never directly worked on a man’s heart to 

         make him receptive.  The gospel message itself will do that, as we shall see. 



4. The Lesson 
 

    A. Question:  “Of whom does the prophet say this ...?” - Ac 8:34.  This is the very issue 
         before us this week, the question for the ages. 
 

     B. Ac 8:35 - “Philip ... beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.”  What all he 
         said we do not know, but he had preached the same message with authority and  
         effectiveness:   
 

         1. He “preached Christ” - Ac 8:5-8. 
 

         2. He “preached the things concerning the kingdom of God” - Ac 8:12. 
 
         3. Philip did not preach a gospel of social advantage, he did not cater to the status 

             of his student, he did not preach on money management:  he spoke the words  

             that would revive a spiritually dying man. 
 
    C. Whatever else he may have preached, he undoubtedly identified Jesus as the suffer- 
        ing Servant who had been crucified for the sins of the world - yea of the treasurer 
        himself - and had sat down at the right hand of God in the heavens. 
 
5. The Response 
 

    A. “See, here is water.  What hinders me from being baptized?”  - Ac 8:36.  What a  
         strange question.  How did he know to ask it?  See Jesus’ command - Mt 28:18-20. 
 
     B. The simplicity of baptism:  no “hazing,” no brutalizing, mutilation of the body. 

         Jesus bore this for us so that we would not have to endure it.  No sacrifice, pay- 
          ment for sin.  Jesus paid with His life.   
 
     C. The significance of baptism:  it is the moment of submission and obedient faith  
         wherein the Servant’s vicarious offering of life is applied to a man’s life thus remov- 
         ing his sins.  It is an act of compliance which has an impact in heaven.  Thus, the 

         treasurer “went on his way rejoicing.” 
 
Conclusion: 
 
1. Is 53:1 tells of the rejection of and disbelief in the Servant when He comes.  Thus  
    John (Jn 12:37-41) and Paul (Rom 10:16-21) both quote this verse in reference to the  
    Jews. 
 

2. Isaiah had said “He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty 

    that we should desire Him” (Is 53:2).  There is no earthly attraction to this suffering  
    Servant.  He must be appreciated through spiritual eyes. 
 
3. Will you make the same fatal mistake as the Jews?  Will you reject God’s Savior?        


