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Turning to God from Idols 
 

1. Proper Evaluation of the Gospel - 1 Th 2:13 
 
    A. Paul constantly fought image of “roving philosopher.”   
 

         1. 2 Cor 2:17 - “For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God ...”. 
 
         2. Paul labored not to be a burden - 1 Th 2:9.  As he did in Corinth though he did 

             “rob from other churches” (2 Cor 11:8). 
 
         3. Again, Paul avoided tricks to win men’s confidence - 1 Th 2:3, 5-6. 
 

     B. The Thessalonians properly assessed the gospel as “the word of God” - 1 Th 2:13. 
 

         1. Paul said the gospel came “not in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy  

             Spirit and in much assurance ...” (1:5).   
 

         2. When Jesus spoke, the people marveled that “He taught them as one having au- 

             thority, and not as the scribes” (Mt 7:29). 
 
         3. Nothing is said by Luke of miracles but much is said about the powerful reason- 
             ing and argumentation of Paul. 
 

     C. The Thessalonians “turned to God from idols” - 1:9. 
 
          1. Idols are impersonal, non-entities - 1 Cor 8:4-6; Is 44:12-20; 46:5-7.  Yet they  
             are powerful because they rest upon the will, passions and desires of men.   
             They are human will personified. 
 
          2. There are idols in all ages - basically the same ones from ancient times:  lust, 
              greed, ambition, materialism, cruelty, etc. 
 
          3. Have we turned completely from our idols?  We may be 95% devoted to God, 
              but for what do we reserve that last 5%? 
 
2. The Thessalonians Became ... 
 

    A. Followers - of Paul and the Lord - 1:6.  From mimeomai, mimic, actor, like the  
         child mimics parent.  Specifically they mimicked Paul in receiving the word amid  
         much affliction, but note the overriding joy that persecution could not destroy. 
 
     B. Examples - to all in Macedonia and Achaia - 1:7.  See Paul’s reference to Mace- 
         donians’ generosity in 2 Cor 8:1-5.   



     C. Heralds - to every place - 1:8.  Again, such growth and zealous activity is amaz- 
         ing given Paul’s short time in Thessalonica.  Everyone was “abuzz” over what had 
         transpired in Thessalonica. 
 
3. Rapid Maturity 
 
    A. Growth springs from attitude:  
 
         1. Those who are disinterested, close-minded, unwilling to learn never grow. 
 
        2. Those who are enthusiastic, hungry grow in the faith very quickly. 
 
        3. Sometimes new Christians will lament how far behind they are.  Don’t despair! 
             You can make up for lost time very quickly! 
 
    B. Growth springs from effort:  Those who are excited and committed are willing to 
         put forth the effort to learn.  Growth doesn’t happen accidentally.  Weeds 
         grow accidentally, but fruit-bearing crops must be planted, tended, nurtured. 
 
    C. Growth springs from method: 
 
         1. Do we have a method to our study?  An organized curriculum to follow?  Is it  
             systematic or haphazard? 
 
         2. Do we utilize tools to study?  Atlases, dictionaries, concordances, encyclopedias, 
             commentaries and other helps?  Do we know how to use them? 
 
     D. Growth springs from unity:  If we are not supportive, encouraging, concerned, 
          submissive and loving we will waste our time and energy on squabbles, fusses and 
          arguments.   


