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fter services at a recent gospel meeting, a scene unfolded which demonstrated a 
common failure among the present generation of parents.  A small child began to 
make a nuisance of himself by screaming at the top of his lungs.  So loud and so 

prolonged were his outbursts that the tension among the adults became palpable.  
People couldn’t converse and the annoyance grew until some fruitlessly tried to quiet the 
boy.  On and on the wailing continued. 
 
And where was the mother?  Oh, she was right there in the auditorium, completely 
oblivious to the mega-decibel cacophony emanating from her little darling which had 
everyone else in the building desperately searching for a cork. 
   
As hard as it was to think amid all the racket, two things did occur to me:  1) I was dying 
to suggest a proven remedy to the problem, and 2) the mother had already run up an  
“authority-debt” that she would probably never pay off. 
 
Some parents do not begin to establish their authority early enough in a child’s  
development.  This can be due to a number of reasons:  their precious little pea is just 
too “cute” to swat; they don’t want to damage the child’s fragile self-esteem; or they  
might think the child is too young to understand correction. 
 

But if a child is old enough to understand approval, he can also understand disapproval.   
We smile and clap and hug and praise, and in so doing we are sending both verbal and 
nonverbal messages that a child just several months old comprehends.  By the same 
token, we can transmit corrective messages via a frown, a word (No!  No!) and a touch 
(a light swat on a fat little hand or leg).  Depending upon the child, such corrective 
actions should begin sometime in the second half of the child’s first year. 
 
This is a very heavy investment at first.  As the child begins to learn about disapproval, 
parents must give constant attention to the child’s behavior and respond several times 
over to the same situation.  Lazy, distracted or overloaded parents will often choose an 
alternative course:  turn a deaf ear or a blind eye to behavior that calls for immediate 
action.  This is how the “authority-debt” begins.  Once indebted, parents have a difficult 
time establishing control of their children. 
 
Investing in loving discipline at an early age will reap huge benefits as the child first 
learns respect for the authority of his parents and then for the rules and regulations they 
set forth in the home. 
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