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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON1: SAVING THE LOST. GOD’SETERNAL PLAN

1. The Theme of the Bible

A. While the Scriptures offer much useful infa@tion on a variety of topics, the main theme
is how God brought to reality a way formta be saved from his sins. This process (from
a human standpoint) took much time to agre@nd execute. God’s patience and love are
demonstrated through the gradual unfoldiigis redemptive scheme.

1. The decision to redeem faithful merrddgtion to His Son was determinézefore the
foundation of the worldEph 1:4).

2. God’s purpose to show His grace in §ttoriginated’before time began(2 Tim 1:9).

3. Thus Jestiw/as foreordained before the foundation of the wloBut was manifest in
these last times for you who througim Helieve in God ...{1 Pet 1:20-21).

B. In the earliest epochs of human history, '&@tan was not known. But gradually His
purposes were revealed by events and @giclas generated from heaven.

1. The “mystery” (that which is unknowaldethe human mind because it is unrevealed by
God)was kept secret since the world began but nowbeen made manifest ..(Rom
16:25-26).

2. Paul’s desire was ‘tmake all people see ... the mystery, which fronbéganning of
the ages has been hidden in God .hdantent that now the manifold wisdom of God
might be made known by the church comting to the eternal purpose which He ac-
complished in Christ Jesus our Lof&ph 3:9-11; cf. Col 1:26).

3.Question Who will benefit from the preaching of this “mysg&? (1 Cor 2:7-9)

C. Thus God was wholly and unilaterally resplolesfor setting in motion this process of the
reconciliation of sinners unto Himself.hilé¢ God certainly did use man in implementing
various aspects of the plan, man did na God counsel or even deserve the benefits
thereof. It was entirely the conceptioil anplementation of God in all His wisdom and
power. Inspired writers rightfully staimdawe of such an omnipotent and loving God:

1.“Now all things are of God who has reconciled ugtimself through Jesus Christ ...”
(2 Cor 5:18; cf. 1 Cor 1:30-31).

2.But when the kindness and the love of God our @aweward man appeared, not by
works of righteousness which we hareegdbut according to His mercy He saved us ...”
(Tit 3:5).

3.Question What does Rom 11:33-36 say about man’s contohut God’s plan of
redemption?



2. The Theme of the Life of Christ
A. Jesus declared His interest in the spirituadigtdute:
1.“For the Son of Man has come to save that which a8 (Mt 18:11).

2.“The Son of Man did not come to be served, buetees and to give His life a ransom
for many'(Mt 20:28).

3.“Those who are well have no need of a physician tthose who are sick ... For | did not
come to call the righteous, but siméo repentance{Mt 9:12-13).

B. Jesus came to save the lives of His enemiam 5:6-11.
C.Question In Lk 15, what three figures does Jesus use toessgtis concern for the lost?
3. Reaching Out to the Lost: Participation in Gods Redemptive Plan

A. Rather than considering evangelism as a burdemiisance, we should look more deeply
at the implications:

1. God’s whole purpose in creating theldrand man was to bridgnany sons to glory”
(Heb 2:10; cf. Rom 8:19).

2. These sons, however, would need redemfyom the transgressions they would inevi-
tably commit. Thus God embarked updong and arduous journey through the genera-
tions of mankind to bring that redemptthrough His Son.

3. Jesus clearly stated in word and exarti@t His purpose in coming into the world was

not for His personal glory or exalbatibut to provide the offering that would result in
man’s redemption and reconciliation.

B. There are frustrations and obstacles im¢j\for the spiritual benefit of others, but Chris-
tians are compelled to do so by the salmahey have received, by their deeper insight
into the eternal nature of things, andh®ir understanding of the value of a soul.

C. We embark on this study in order to enhangeappreciation of the lost, the privilege we
have of working for their salvation and &nowledge in reaching and teaching them.



BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSONZ2: WHAT DOESIT MEAN TO BE“L OST"?
1. Identifying the “Lost”

A. Those who violate the law of God and act conttarHis will cut themselves off from fel-
lowship with Him. This is because Goalosolutely pure, holy and just and cannot share
His existence with those who are guiltyrahsgression. Such people are said to be:

1. Lost (Mt 18:11); ungodly/sinners (Rorbg,38); sons of disobedience (Eph 5:6); darkness
(Eph 5:8); transgressors (Jas 2:9).

2. Hopeless and without God in the woH@I{ 2:12); children of wrath (Eph 2:3); enemies
of God (Rom 5:10); condemned (Jn 3:18)

3. Dead while they live (1 Tim 5:6); deadrespasses/sins (Eph 2:1); alienated from the
life of God (Eph 4:18); perishing (21CG1:3).

B. Who is “lost” in sin? In short, everyonEvery human being that is of responsible mental
capacity (not immature in age or mentatipaired) has violated God’s will in some way.
This is made clear in many Scriptures Rdfm 3:9-23), and this declaration is sustained in
the consciences of melBvangelism will not result in conversion to the d.dfrthe realiza-
tion of sin is weak or non-existent.

C. Why do so many people not consider themsdbat or sinners?
1. Some have seared their consciences(4R).

2. Others are truly ignorant of what Gods teaches. What does 2 Th 1:8 teach about
ignorance of God? Does it insulaterfHis vengeance? What about Acts 17:30?

3. Some live with a vague notion that danfew good works offsets the sins they have
committed. They characterize theies as basically good and hope that “the man up-
stairs” will cut them some slack. $hesimply do not realize the magnitude of sin and
the holiness of God. If a few gooe@d save, then Jesus died in vain.

4. Yet others think that sin is only dos@mething heinous like rape, robbery or murder.
But we become a transgressor by viagjabnly one precept of God (cf. Jas 2:10-11).
Heinousness of crime or sin is sulbjett determined, but any society with an advanced
system of justice punishes for a ugrad offenses, not merely shocking or egregious
ones. How much more so with God?!

5. We commit sin not only by doing whapiehibited bufailing to dowhat is command-
ed and is our obligation to do. Tisatwve can sin bgmittingwhat is our rightful duty
(Jas 4:17). While many may haveidifty seeing themselves as guilty of doing “bad”

things, nearly everyone will acknowgedailing to doall that he or she should.



2. Societal Impediments to Recognizing Sin&omment on how each of the following items
interferes with people’s willingness and/orliépito recognize themselves as sinners:

A. Psychology:

B. Darwinism:

C. Prosperity:

D. Religious turmoil and controversy:

E. Self-centeredness:

F. Sense of invincibility:

G. Religion taken for granted:

3. Breaking Through the Barriers

A. Satan has constructed strong walls of resistanmend many of our friends and neighbors.
They are skeptical, satisfied, distra@ed otherwise unconcerned about their souls. If
people never sense their lostness, thiénpever look for the solution to it.

B. Sometimes we don't like dealing with discomfover religious differences. We may not
want to jeopardize a friendship or createsion among co-workers. The pluralistic climate
in our nation discourages criticizing @ealy discussing the differences in religious be-
liefs or practices.

C. We must be alert to those who have had thseistance lowered through tragedy, loss,
hardship or other circumstances and bpgvegl to offer them the hope that is in Christ.

These things are all designed by Satan to hindéram openly teaching others. We must recog-
nize these hindrances for what they are and reiude intimidated, cowed or otherwise inhibit-
ed from sharing with people the ONLY antidote ®dghiritual death that is in the world.



BECOMING A CHRISTIAN
LESSON3: THE ROLE OF THE SCRIPTURES IN SALVATION

1. God Has Spoken

A. Because of Calvinistic teaching regarding thieitsial depravity of man; i.e., his incapabili-
ty of responding to any overture of Go@ do his depraved nature, many have been con-
vinced that salvation is something Godegiyou — or He doesn’t. Calvinism clearly teach-
es that faith is wholly given to the Chiaa by Godwithout any response whatsoewer
the part of the saved one.

B. But this is at odds with many doctrinal asses in the Scriptures as well as the examples
of conversion in Acts (to be studied latethe quarter). The NT teaches that faith is pro-
duced by the interaction of a teachable widéim the revelation of God:

1.“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the wordsafd” (Rom 10:17).

2."Having been born again, not of corruptible seed mcorruptible, through the word of
God which lives and abides forevét’Pet 1:23).

3. Jesus safd@he words that | speak to you are spirit, and tlaeg life” (Jn 6:63). The
disciples finally understood this, @hdy acknowledged that Jesus had“therds of

eternal life"(Jn 6:68).

C. No one gquestions that God makes faith ptessio one denies that without God man could
not produce saving faith on his own. @othe one who delivered and preserved the
Scriptures, and it is by His grace and @othrough His word that we can know His will
and His terms for salvation.

2. The Conviction of Sin

A. As indicated in the last lesson, there may beuonstances in life that shatter one’s sense
of independence or indifference toward GBdt such a frame of mind is not faith; it is
merely aeceptivenesto truths about God that will ideally produce fiait

1. Describe the inquiry of the rich youniger about “eternal life” in Mt 19:16-22. How
would you characterize his interes$piritual things?

2. Cite an example in the gospels of sareewho came in contact with Jesus who had
been made receptive to Him by someuanstance.

B. But it is not until the receptive heartnstructed by the gospel that he fully learns of his
sinfulness. Note what the Scripturesrdthe heart of such a one:

1. They inform him of God’s expectatior3aul said;l would not have known sin except
through the law. For | would not hdseown covetousness unless the law had said,
‘You shall not covet(Rom 7:7). What is Josiah’s reaction to finding ook of the
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Law (2 Chr 34:15, 19-21)? When onmpares his life to the demands of the law of
God, he truly sees himself as he is.

2. They inform him of the reality of corgijudgment (2 Cor 5:10).

3. They reveal the penalty of sin andviath of God to be revealed against sinners (Rom
2:5-10; 6:23).

4. They tell of the life of Jesus and pluepose of His death: to provide every sinner with
the opportunity to escape the wratth jadgment of God (Jn 20:30-31; 1 Jn 1:1-4).
They tell of His resurrection from ttiead, thus giving hope to all that they, too, may
be victorious over death.

5. They tell of the glory of God, the ldedness of eternal life, the love which God has for
His creatures, the desire He hasrgie and His forbearance and longsuffering. But
they also tell of God’s holiness, jost awareness of every sinful thought and intent,
righteous anger toward rebellion arsdldedience“Therefore consider the goodness
and severity of God .(Rom 11:22).

6. They tell of the lives of men and wonuériaith that lived long ago, inspiring the same
kind of lives in people who read aedrh of genuine faith in God (Heb 11).

7. They tell of the brevity and vanityedrthly life and the emptiness of living for thede
and now. Our life here is a “vapat’is as fleeting as warm breath on a cold nighte
Scriptures urge us to prepare foretarnal future antlay up treasures in heaven.”

C. Thus, the Scriptures give us the ONLY rdéahformation to be had upon the earth of
truths that instill saving faith withindghheart of those who wish for reconciliation with
God.Question What does the “implanted word” do for us (Jas 1221)

3. The Importance of Teaching and Preaching

A. ltis also true that God’s way has always beeade other human beings in the process of
salvation unto their fellow men. Thisust only true in religious matters, but it is atbe
case in secular education, awarenessved aad current events, etc. We learn most of
what we know, for good or bad, from others

B. The word of God, just lying on the coffebl&of an unbeliever, is often powerless because
Satan has thrown up many roadblocks. eBehoted in the word of God is often fostered
by the latent example and the overt teagbf the lost by those already saved.

C. Thus, we cannot comfort ourselves by singalying that men have Bibles or that the gos-
pel is preached in our meeting houses.nWst search for opportunities to speak to men,
reason with them, convince them of théhtaf the Scriptures. Unbelief must be chal-
lenged, for it will leave the lost satefiwith their erroneous conclusions and incomplete
knowledge of God.



BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

L ESSON4: ESTABLISHING THE AUTHORITY OF GOD’'SWORD
1. God's Will vs. Self Will
A. God’s word can be objectively understood.

1. People in our society have come toebelithat the Bible is ambiguous, that it says one
thing to this person and something édsanother. Any contrary notion can be dis-
missed by a sweep of the hand: “Enjaitst the wayousee it. | see it differently.”

2. But Paul urged the Ephesianttat be unwise, but understand what the will of the
Lord is”(Eph 5:17).

3. The NT revelation of God is often stipeopositionally, in a way that rational minds
can draw definite conclusions. Onehsadmonition:“Consider what | say, and may
the Lord give you understanding intalhgs” (2 Tim 2:7). Can you find a similar ex-
hortation which indicates that theifcrres can be rationally understood?

B. The emphasis upon the Holy Spirit.

1. There has been a strong push from sinatics to deemphasize the name of Jesus in
favor of the Holy Spirit. Of courgbeir basic concept of the Holy Spirit is flawedHes
is made into some vague force instdaliteral person of the godhead like the Father
and Son.

2. But this serves the purpose of disdogrthe clear and plain statements of the Scrigture
in favor of some inner feeling or intg@1 Thus we occasionally hear people respond:
“Well, I know that's what the Bib&ays,but | justfeelthat God is OK with the way I'm
living my life.”

3. When we cannot agree on a common stdridavhich we can appeal, attempts to bring
people into harmony with the will o6& will be fruitless.

C. Of course, there are yet others who operalg sheir disinterest and lack of respect for any-
thing God says. We must shake the ddisiwsffeet from these and move on.

2. Denigration of Obedience

A. Our attempts to lead people to Christ out ofadeimational error is compounded by the
influence of Calvinism relative to obedien The “once saved, always saved” thrust of
Calvinism has instilled within many aniiference toward the need to obey God’s word.
Some even overtly say that the Scriptares’t meant to be literally followed.



B. To acknowledge Jesus as Savior is alsokonadedge Him as Lord. This is what Jesus
says about our responsibility to Him as loard:

1.“But why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” and do nobdhe things which | sayXLk 6:46)

2.“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shaiter the kingdom of heaven, but he
who does the will of My Father in heav..” (Mt. 7:21; cf. verses 22-23).

3. In rendering to m&according to his deeds,God will give“to those who are self-
seeking and do not obey the truth,dingly unrighteousness — indignation and wrath,
tribulation and anguish, on every sofiman who does evil ..(Rom 2:6, 8-9).

C. The connection between love and obediencleas in the Scriptures. Yet it is common to
hear someone profess their love for Clygstdiscount the need to obey Him. Write the
gist of the following passages and dis¢wms you would respond to someone that says
they love God but don’t think it's necassto strictly obey His will:
1.Jn 14:21:
2.Jn 14:23:

3. Jn 14:24:

3. The Old Testament vs. the New Testament

A. Another basic challenge in establishing the auth of God’s word is the differentiation
between the Old and New Testaments.

B. Consider the following observations aboet ttlaw of Moses:

1. It was given only to the Jews: Heb-8.8The purpose was to preserve them as a dis-
tinct nation until the Messiah woultter the world through them.

2. It was preparatory: Gal 3:24-25. We @o longer under a tutor.
3. It could not ultimately provide forgivess of sin: Heb 10:1-4.

4. To live under it was to be under a s&ir Gal 3:10. But Christ hdsedeemed us from
the curse of the lawGal 3:13).

5. It was symbolic, a mere copy of heayé¢hings to come in Christ: Heb 8:5; 9:9, 23-24.
6. It is called a ministry of death anshdemnation: 2 Cor 3:6-9.
7. To return to the Law is to fall fromage: Gal 5:1-4.

C. We must impress upon people that we liveeutite New Covenant of Jesus Christ, and the
Old Law of Moses is now defunct. It igoor standard of authority in life and worship.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

L ESSON5: PREACHING JESUS
1. Jesus: The Focus of the Gospel Message

A. The spiritual and moral problems plaguingisty can appear to be so complex that the
simple message of salvation seems inadequgut the fundamental principles of the gos-
pel appeal to the unchanging, core inter@sd motivations of man regardless of the state
of his culture.

B. Note and discuss the following statementhefaim of gospel preaching:

1. Rom 1:16-17 — Describe Paul’s sentimabbut the gospel and its power to save:

2.1 Cor 1:18-2:5 — How did the unbelieyirews and Greeks view the crucifixion? What
was Paul determined to preach amoad@thrinthians? How can faith end up being in
the wisdom of men instead of the powfegtod?

3. How does Paul summarize his preachirigeogospel in Corinth (1 Cor 15:1-8)?

C. Read Eph 1:3-14 and write the phrases coadedth “in Christ,” “in Him,” etc.

2. The Temptation to Change the Message

A. It is undeniable that the last generation inwation’s history has declined morally and
spiritually even as our liberties and jpexity have increased. This has created a tension
between a drifting society and its formmeyoring to Biblical standards.

B. The tendency, therefore, has been for m@ligigroups (who were not tightly bound to the
authority of God’s word) to compromise,teradown and otherwise minimize the clear
teaching of the Scriptures.

1. Clear and forceful presentation ofdieenands of God has given way to pop-psychology
and other human-based, self-analy4ew®);good messages.

2. Expository preaching has yielded taystelling, jokes, the preacher’s personal exper-
iences, secular references and otherStriptural source material. Certain appeals to
outside sources are acceptable foptingose of illustrating a Bible principle or con-
necting with the audience, but theabaé has shifted away from the Scriptures. Bible
illiteracy is extreme even among shecabelievers.

3. Emphasis upon Jesus has been replgcaeddous upon the Holy Spirit. This has cre-
ated a vagueness that leaves roopefople to ignore Jesus in favor of their own will.
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C. Perhaps these compromises have many causes:

1. A “marketplace” attitude of many chuesh They see themselves in competition with
other groups for membership and reeenthis has led to an abandonment of insightful,
demanding teaching in favor of buiglschools, gymnasiums, theaters, restaurants and
other sensual attractions that cateotiety at large. Of course, this is all dondain
the umbrella of attracting peopledadh.

2. Preachers who have lost sight of therpose. Some have come to see preaching as a
comfortable vocation, a “position”r@intain rather than a spiritual obligation to teac
and warn. Others have transformedgmg into a “career” and have become “off-
Broadway” entertainers, TV talk sho@sts, marriage counselors, etc. Their popularity,
and thus their revenue base, is maietbby a certain politically correct posture.

3. The difficulty of converting people shyl on the basis of the simple gospel message.
The sheer number of prospects in uildbmarriages is daunting. Having disregarded
the word of God relative to the issaemarriage and eligibility, we encounter more and
more people whose marriages are adukse This presents enormous pressure to find
some way to accept such people, simee are very few who will extricate themselves
from such arrangements in order taggeGod.

3. The Culling Purpose of the Gospel

A. The strength of a church is not numerically daeieed. We cannot rate churches like For-
tune 500 companies: revenue, growth indmersification, etc. Granted, God would like
to see every person obey for‘desires all men to be saved and to come to thevienge
of the truth”(1 Tim 2:4). But this is not going to happen, &l knows it.

B. The gospel is designed to appeal to and sae person that wants to be saved on God’s
terms.Paul said his Jewish brethren Hadeal for God, but not according to knowledge.
For they being ignorant of God’s rightenass, and seeking to establish their own righ-
teousness, have not submitted to thee@igness of GoddRom 10:2-3). And so it is to-
day.True preaching of the gospel identifies those wholy love and respect God, and
differentiates them from those who haveithown agenda.

C. If we change the gospel, if we soften it amboth out its rough edges in order to make it
more appealing and palatable, we haverhtest the purpose of God in having it preached.
When the Jews of Antioch rejected the gbapapoken by Paul, he saitkince you reject
it, and judge yourselves unworthy of e\&irtay life, behold, we turn to the Gentile@c
13:46). Thus, the preaching of the gogpabt only to save believers but to clearly identi
fy those who are rebellious to the will@dd.

D. We must be committed to preaching the tragardless of the numerical impact that such

creates. Preaching the gospel will neehequal results in every era or every society. We
are to plant and water, but it is God whees (or withholds) the increase (1 Cor 3:5-9).
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSONG6: BECOMING A DIFFERENT PERSON
1. The Death of the “Old Man”
A. Some people may go through outward motions efdence without ever truly appreciating
what it means to be a Christian. Lise#shallow, inadequate reasons for associating with

a local church:

1.

3.

B. But true conversion to Christ involves tlieath” of what we were before, a complete turn-
ing away of values, lifestyles, motivesl goals that estranged us from God. Comment on
and discuss in class the following passagethis process of dying to the old:

1. Rom 6:2-6, 11 —

2. Gal 2:20; 5:24:; 6:14 —

3.Col 3:3,5-

C. When we truly appreciate the futility anadhitg of living apart from God, when we under-
stand the pain and damage caused by siargelves and others, we will seek deep and
wholesale change in what we are.

2. Repentance and Conversion
A. The process of change in orientation to siraiedrepentance.Repentance involves much
more than simply regretting the bad thioge has done; it is a positive change of mind and
purpose away from sin and toward God argivilii. Note:
1. Repentance is a universal command (A8Q).

2. Repentance results in spiritual lifed #he ability to affect such change is made ptessib
by God (Ac 11:18).

3. Evidence of true repentance will bespre in one’s works (Ac 26:20).
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B. A companion idea to repentanceasiversion. Conversion literally means a turning; spe-

cifically, a turning toward God. We migay that repentance is a change of mind that
leads to a turning toward God.

1. Jesus warnedAssuredly, | say to you, unless you are convederd become as little
children, you will by no means enter kingdom of heaver(Mt 18:3).

2. The Thessaloniattsrned to God from idols to serve the living amde God” (1 Th
1:9).

3. Paul urged the Jews‘tepent ... and be converted that your sins may oé&éxd out”
(Ac 3:19).

C. The power to help sinful men and women affech change in their lives is, as we have
seen earlier, the word of God. Our owhpewer fails us in changing personal habits,
schedules and other matters of self-im@noent, but the Bible has transforming power,
and in it we find new motivations and ngeals in living acceptably before our Creator.
God will help us change, but there is mnise that such change will come easily.

3. Spiritual Renewal

A. When we have submitted to the terms and itiond of the gospel, having turned to God
from our sin and rebellion, the life wethlive for God is called a “new” life. We havesth
same body and brain, but our outlook amehtation is transformed. Discuss these verses:

1.2Cor 5:17 —
2. Rom 6:4 —
3. Rom 12:1-2; Eph 4:23-24 —

B. Changes in our thinking, in our desires, endur tendencies will not completely change
overnight. Sinful habits are often deyeld and reinforced over years of repetitive behav-
ior. Our “default” reaction may be lughger, envy, selfishness or some other sinful mo-
tivation. The new spiritual life is angming effort to conform to the image of Christ (Eph
4:13, 15; Col 1:28) — a tall order andeaer-ending challenge while living upon the earth.

C. This wholesale change scares many peoplg o Christ. They are comfortable with
who they are; they like their lifestylbply are wary of change and uncertain of what kind
of person they will become. Others wikgsure the prospective Christian not to change
or the new Christian to change back totwinay were (cf. 1 Pet 4:4). Facing the need to

change one’s fundamental identity takagage and faith that God will assist and lead us
in the right direction.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON7: CONFESSING CHRIST
1. The Power of An Oral Confession
A. In many aspects of life we recognize the poweasral commitments:
1. The reciting of marriage vows.
2. Stating our intent to tell the trutharcourt of law.
3. Pledging our allegiance to our flag #mel“republic for which it stands.”

B. It is one thing to hold private convictioriisis quite another to take a public stand and the
consequences that come with it.

C. Discuss Joseph of Arimathea and the kindistfiple he was (cf. Jn 19:38; Lk 23:50-52).

2. Confessing Christ Before the Cross
A. John the Baptist “bore witness” and “testifief"the true identity of Jesus: Jn 1:29-34.

B. The apostles gradually came to the reabpadif who Jesus was. Write what was said of
Him in the following passages:

1.Jn1:41, 45—
2. Mt 8:27 —

3. Mt 14:33 —
4.Jn 6:68-69 —
5. Mt 16:15-16 —

C. As time went by and Jesus grew more poptilare was great pressure applied by the
Jewish leaders not to confess Jesus. @ombmiefly on these passages:

1.Jn 9:22 —

2.Jn 12:42-43 —

3. Lk 22:31-34, 54-62 —
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3. Verbal Confession Unto Salvation

A. Who does Jesus say He will confess before Hikefan heaven (Mt 10:32-33)? Who will
He deny?

B. What does Paul say confession will resuliégnording to Rom 10:8-10? Where does such

a confession originate? Are there pewagie will confess Christ with their mouth and still
be lost (compare Mt 7:21-23 and Ac 1913.16)7?

4. The Fuller Meaning of Confession

A. Not merely “accepting Jesus as personal@4dviSuch a phrase, which makes salvation
the result of a fleeting, mental act isvhere found in the Scriptures.

B. Not a “one time” act as merely a “step” be tvay to the baptistery.

1. True, saving faith is of such a dedhed it will verbally confess Christ, and that fait
must be present and expressed beémeilge conversion occurs.

2. But acknowledging the person and pasitf Christ doesn’t stop there; it is a disposi-
tion of heart that demands expresaiwhconfession throughout life.

C. To acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of @GedVessiah, is also to admit His identity in
every respect. We cannot merely havena-sided” view of Jesus and worship the side
that suits our desires. Our confessidigates us to His whole being.

1. As Lord, we must submit to Jesus arelydtim in everything (Heb 5:9).
2. As Savior, we must live for Him and mat ourselves (2 Cor 5:15; 1 Cor 6:19-20).
3. As Judge, we must prepare to answelirtofor our lives and work (2 Tim 4:1ff).

D. Confessing Jesus as God’s Son and our Sbxmags a heavy burden of responsibility, but

it also brings joy and gladness that weehaeen brought to such faith, that we are offered

opportunity for fellowship with Him, thate have purpose of life in serving Him and that
through Him we have hope of eternity.

May we never be ashamed to stand before one or naard/tell our fellow man:
“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God!”
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON8: WHY BE BAPTIZED ?

1. A Matter of Great Controversy

A. I have long been convinced that any person @fimplest intelligence could read the New
Testament, particularly the book of Aetsd without a prejudiced mind conclude that —
for whatever reason (though the Bible axyd it) — a person must be baptized to be saved.

B. The source of the controversy does notlithe vagueness or uncertainty of the Scriptures.
It arises in the clash between God'’s tyestated will and man’s unwillingness to yield to
it. This may be due to various causes sscdoctrinal prejudice, family pressure or the
failure of a loved one to be baptized befdeath.

C. There are many erroneous assumptions ala@tisin — its purpose, mode, etc. — that could
be easily corrected by a humble readintpefScriptures.

2. What is NOT Said About Baptism in the Scriptures

A. Baptism is not “an outward sign of an inwardagaor a symbolic act of salvation already
granted to an individual.

B. Baptism is not an act administered in aetgrof ways; i.e., sprinkling, pouring upon. Both
by definition and practice in the NT,stan immersion, a complete dunking of the body.

C. Baptism is not an act consecrating childrealeansing them from inborn sin.

D. Baptism is not a work of man whereby he tsegalvation from God.

E. Baptism is not the coming of the Holy Spigiton the Christian. Such was a promised
endowment that was unilaterally dispense@bd on only two occasions. The baptism in
water that is connected with becoming as@ilan is a command to be obeyed, and it is the
only form of baptism valid in our dao(e Lord, one faith, one baptism ..(Eph 4:5).

3. What IS Said About Baptism in the Scriptures
A. Jesus:“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to gvereature. He who believes
and is baptized will be saved; but he whes not believe will be condemndtk 16:15-
16).
1. This is Jesus’ instruction to the aj@ssin making disciples by their preaching .
2. Jesus clearly says belief coupled yatid expressed by) baptism results in salvation.
The one who does not believe (and tilisefuse to be baptized, or do anything else

commanded by the Lord via belief) wiliffer condemnation.

3. There is no logical ground for sayingutBesus didn’'t say we would be lost if we
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weren’t baptized.” In fact, He sa@icecisely thaivhen He saidiHe who believesand
is baptized will be savedThe inescapable conclusion of that statement isréffiasal
to be baptized results in failure toshged (condemnation).

B. Paul:“For you are all sons of God through faith in Chridesus. For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have put on 6fir{Gal 3:26-27). This passage is similar to
Mk 16:16 in that faith (belief) and baptigre inextricably tied together.

1. Again, faith is the condition for satiea, and Jesus is the object of our faith. Itis
through faith “in Christ,” not in arnyhg or anyone but faith directed squarely at our
Savior, that results in our becomisgris of God.”

2. But is faith purely a mental act devofdany activity or expression? No, and Paul
continues to explaimwandwhenfaith results in salvation. Salvation comes when
one is “baptized into Christ,” resngiiin his “putting on Christ.” Relation with Chtis
is established by baptism.

3. The Israelites were said to be “bajptizdo Moses” (1 Cor 10:1-2); i.e., brought under
his leadership between themselveslahdvah, when they passed together with him
through the Red Sea. There was ratioglship between any Israelite and God apart
from the relationship God had with Mss Moses was the only mediator; any Jew that
stayed behind in Egypt or wanderedafhis own through the Sinai desert was hope-
lessly on his own.

C. PeterThere is also an antitype which now saves us, nat@ptism (not the removal of
the filth of the flesh, but the answea@food conscience toward God), through the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ ..(1 Pet 3:21).

1. “Now saves us” is pretty hard to getusnd. Those who insist that baptism has nothing
whatsoever to do with salvation attdek plain language of this passage. One can only
have a “good conscience toward Godémvthat conscience is freed from sin. The only
power capable of doing that is theoblof Christ: “how much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spaftered Himself without spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to sergditing God?”(Heb 9:14).

2. The principle is that our submissiom#éptism, by faith, is the point in time at whialro
sins are forgiven by the sacrificilddxl of Christ. Such cleansing actually removes th
guilt of sin from our conscience, legyus filled with joy and confidence in our rela-
tionship with God.

3. Note another OT connection: Peter redkes observation after speaking of the time
wheriGod waited in the days of Noah, while the ark vieaing prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight souls, were saedugh water”(1 Pet 3:20). Those who ridicule
baptism as “water salvation” needdasider this passage carefully.

D. Why should we be baptized? Because Jesubl@napostles commanded it and connected
it with cleansing and salvation. Andyasshall see later in this study, this is what the
first converts to Christ did as they wereght by the apostles and other evangelists.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN
LESSON9: THE FIRST DAY OF THE KINGDOM : PENTECOST

(Note: In the next twelve lessons we will study variouamyelistic episodes in the book of
Acts. Each episode will be examined in the follogvformat: theeacher, theaudience the
messageand theaesult. Such a study should help us see how and whyweea converted to
Christ, and why some were not.)

Occasion: (Acts 2)The Jewish feast of Pentecost, less than two maiftdrsJesus has been
executed. Jerusalem is flooded with Jews fromvadi the Roman Empire. Jesus has ascended

to heaven just ten days before the feast. Messiatarest would still be at a fever pitch, espe-
cially since rumors were circulating that the tombwhich Jesus had been buried is now empty.

1. The Teacher — Peter

A. Peter (and the other apostles, but Peter moshipently) had been promised the “keys of
the kingdom” (Mt 16:19; cf. Mt 18:18). @%e with keys provide or deny access.

1. The authority to provide access tokingdom on the day of Pentecost was indicated by
the coming of the Holy Spirit upon ty@ostles, again as Jesus had promised (cf. Lk
24:49; Ac 1:4-5, 8; 2:1-13).

2. All the apostles were involved in spagKthe wonderful works of God” in the various
languages of those assembled (Ac&#,11). It is Peter, however, who is singled out
to address the multitudes that hach lngawn by the unusual events.

B. Peter’s courage.

1. At the trial of Jesus two months pregiguPeter had succumbed to fear. He had denied
being a follower of Jesus — or evenviimg Him. Yet he now stands “with the eleven,”
all of whom had either fled into thgni or followed incognito when Jesus was arrested,
and addresses a crowd of thousands.

2. What had occurred to give Peter suctrmss? Note what happens in these passages:
a. Lk 24:34; 1 Cor 15:5 -

b. Lk 22:32 — What do&shen you have returned to Matmply?
c.Jn 21:15; Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15 —
C. There would have been homan expectatioof a successful outcome on this occasion.

2. The Audience — Jews from around the Empire as Wes local Jews

A. Jesus had spent more time in Jerusalem andiapéeaching in the temple during the
last six months of His life. Residentslefusalem and Judea would know Jesus person-
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ally and by reputation. People from Gadilvould know Him best of all. Those attending
the feast from other parts of the Empimew something of Him through the “grapevine.”

B. Tell how Peter addresses his audience ifdll@ving verses:

1. Ac 2:14 —

2. Ac 2:22 —

3. Ac 2:29 —

4. Ac 2:36 —

C. Of what do they stand accused (Ac 2:23, 36)?

D. This is a generation of Jewish people tkatid has called “faithless and perverse” (Mt
17:17), “wicked and adulterous” (Mt 16:4yil” (Mt 12:39), fickle children (Mt 11:16).
He has rebuked their leaders as a “brdatpers” (Mt 12:34; 23:33), hypocrites (Mt 23:
13-16, 23, 25, 27, 29), blind guides amal$ (Mt 23:16-17) and murderers (Mt 23:31-35).
It is a doomed generation (Mt 23:36). Blaécome on Pentecost looks bleak, indeed.

3. The Message

A. Historical background:

1. Peter explains the phenomena of thédmjwith the Holy Spirit as the fulfillment of
Joel's ancient prophecies — Ac 2:14-Zhe result of such an outpourintyvhoever
calls on the name of the Lord willdased”(2:21).

2. The person and work of Christ — Ac 2222 List what Peter says of Jesus:

a.
b.
C.
d.
e.

3. Peter then connects the resurrectialesfis with the prophecies of David — Ac 2:25-34.

B. Peter’'s main assertions in this sermon:

1. God attested miraculously to Jesushtsa+ Ac 2:22.

2. The present Jewish generation was goiltgjecting and executing Him — Ac 2:23, 36.
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3. God raised Jesus from the dead; the teashempty — Ac 2:32.

4. The apostles were eyewitnesses of gwemection, and they were the ones demonstrat-
ing the powers of the Spirit (speakimginstudied languages) to verify it — Ac 2:32.

5. God raised Jesus upsd on his (David’s)throne” (Ac 2:30). Thus Jesus had been
“exalted to the right hand of God(Ac 2:33) and had been mat®th Lord and Christ”
(Ac 2:36). The proof:*He poured out this which you now see and hegkt 2:33).

C. Whatever else Peter might have intendedyplse is interrupted at this point by the crowd.
They werécut to the heart” (Ac 2:37); they were convicted of their guilt bdii the
words of Peter and by the miraculous ewigethat backed up his assertions. In their an-
guish of heart, they wanted to knotwhat shall we do?” Never was a more important
guestion asked by human beings, and neasra more important answer given (Ac 2:38):

1."Repent” — Change your mind from stubborn rebellion to wBGatl has been doing
among you and submit to His will angbectations.

2 Let every one of you be baptized in the name sfig€hrist”— This reflects the exact
command given to the apostles by ttrel in Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15-16. This is not
a continuation of John’s baptismhaiigh he implemented a baptism of repentance.
This is baptism commanded and autkdrby Jesus, who now reigns in heaven.

3.“For the remission of sins™ This clearly explains the role of baptism in wection
with forgiveness. Note Peter’s woedsefully: “Repent,and ... be baptizetor the
remission of sins.If Peter is saying they are savieeforebaptism, he is also saying
they have been savmforerepentance. They had asked whada@bout their guilt;
Peter is telling them whatdoin having the guilt removed. They are not to bp-b
tized because their sare already forgiverbutin order to have them remitteGee
the exact same construction in M86vhere Jesus’ blood is sh#dr the remission
of sins”that is,in order to remit thenmot to show that they were already forgiven.

4. You shall receive the gift of the Holy Spiri® Contextually, this refers back to the
benefit to come upon all who submitiese conditions of pardofwhoever calls
upon the name of the Lord shall beegd (Ac 2:21). The benefits of salvation are
far more encompassing than the reamssf sins. Also involved are the rights of
prayer and worship, the protectioiGof, the benefits of local fellowship, etc.

4. The Result

A.“Then those who gladly heard his word were baptized that day about three thousand
souls were added to the(®c 2:41).

B. Undoubtedly, there were many others whonditirespond favorably, but the focus is upon
these who first complied with the condisoof pardon under the New Covenant.

C. Thus the kingdom begins in the very cityled Messiah’s rejection and encompasses some
of the very people responsible for Histdealhe gospel is “good news,” indeed!
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON10: EARLY GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM IN JERUSALEM

Occasion: (Acts 3:11-26; 4:4, 33; 5:12-16; 6:Hollowing Pentecost, converts to Christianity
were made at a rapid pace. The three thousandemedeost were soon joined by thousands of
others who heard the same message of salvationvarelmoved by it.

1. The Teachers — Apostles

A. Though all the apostles continued to be e in teaching, when one is singled out in
these early times it is usually Petereyrare now fully engaged in the “fishing for men” t
which Jesus called them 2-3 years egilie5:10).

B. These were men who were, by the world’sdaadls, ill-equipped and unqualified to begin
a world-changing religious movement. Thare not of classic Greek or Jewish educa-
tion; they were not men of wealth; theyeveot men of charisma and rhetoric; they were
not soldiers or shrewd politicians.

C. They were, however, both inspired of Gothim content of their teaching, and the authority
of heaven substantiated their words byohés. List the miracles in this section:

1. Ac 3:1-10 —
2. Ac 5:12, 15-16 —
3. Ac 5:19 -
2. The Audience — Jews in Jerusalem

A. After Peter and John healed the lame malhthe people ran together to them in the porch
which is called Solomon'’s, greatly amaz@&€ 3:11). This is in the temple, at the hour of
prayer (3:00 pm; Ac 3:1). This leads thart address to:

1. “Men of Israel” — Ac 3:12.
2. “You who delivered up and denied” Jesusc 3:13.

3. “You ... asked for a murderer to be gedrb you, and killed the Prince of life” — 3:14-
15. Peter holds his audience diregbponsible for the murder of Jesus. Perhaps some
of the Jewish leaders were actualhenaudience, or maybe Peter is holding the popu-
lace responsible for caving in to ¢évé hierarchy. At any rate, Peter certainly does
buy into modern psychological theofyvinning people by speaking “positive” mes-
sages and stroking their ego. He thkém the blunt, brutal truth.

B. Little else is said particularly about theople hearing the preaching. Luke notes that
multitude gathered from the surroundiniiesi to Jerusalem{Ac 5:16), and he also notes
that'a great many of the priestsivere converted (Ac 6:7).
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C. God is fulfilling His promise that to thewke“first” the gospel would be presented, and so
the initial focus of preaching is uponukaiem and Judea (Ac 3:26; 13:46; Rom 1:16).

3. The Message
A. In analyzing Peter’s sermon in Ac 3:11-26, neteat he says on the following themes:

1. The description of God — Ac 3:13, 25:

2. The description of Jesus — Ac 3:13215,

3. The power to heal the lame man — AR 315:

4. The Old Testament prophets — Ac 3:1822:

B. Peter then calls upon thenttepent therefore and be converted, that your siresy be
blotted out ...{Ac 3:19). The whole purpose of Jesus coming Wwasthe Jews might
be blesse€tin turning away every one of you from your inigag” (Ac 3:26).

C. Other references to the specific conterthefpreaching at this time are scarce. Note:

1.“With great power the apostles gave witness torésairrection of the Lord JesugAc
4:33).

2. The term “the faith” is used in Ac 667describe the body of teaching advanced by the
apostles (cf. “apostles’ doctrine,” 2¢2). This is teaching of God’s word (Ac 6:2, 4)
that initiates faith in the hearer gandmotes continual faith as life progresses.

3. Some may wonder why Peter didn’t speally tell the people in Ac 3 to be baptized
as he did in Ac 2. Whether recordeday there is no reason to believe he omitted this
or told them otherwise. We do not havéive-step formula” being recorded every time
someone obeys the gospel. Once thestare understood, there is no need to recount
them with every instance of obedien@ote: Neither does he specifically tell them to
believe, though that is certainly whatis calling upon them to do.)

4. The Result -Describe the response to this early preaching trariollowing verses. When
does Luke stop counting the number of convarferusalem?

A.Ac4:4 -
B. Ac 5:14 —

C.Ac6:7 -
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON11: EARLY OPPOSITION TO THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM

Occasion: (Acts 4:1-31; 5:17-42As it began to dawn upon the Jewish leadershiptti@tmur-

der of Jesus of Nazareth didn’t stamp out His gnflce, they began their harassment of the apos-
tles. Imprisonment, threats and corporal punishinadinfollow, but to no avail. The apostles
steadily maintain their course as mapped out byLibrel.

1. The Teachers — Peter, John and the Other Apostie

A. Peter and John were initially apprehended bexthesy healed the lame man and continued
to teach in the temple (cf. 4:13).

B. In the second arrest, “the apostles” aramptlie common prison (Ac 5:18). After their re-
lease by the ang&lhey entered the temple early in the morning aaalght” (Ac 5:21; cf.
5:25)."Peter and the other apostleg5:29) then answer the charges brought against.them

C. These arrests partially fulfill the warninissus had given earlier. Note what is said in the
following passages:

1. Mt 10:16-18 —
2.Jn 16:2-4 —

2. The Audience — The Jewish Sanhedrin

A. The first arrest is arranged by the priests &adducees (Ac 4:1). These are the ones who
had control of the temple and its acteégtiand they take great offense that these men are
usurping their authority. Further, thegre/‘greatly disturbed that they taught the people
and preached in Jesus the resurrectiomftbe dead(Ac 4:2). The Sadducees did not
believe in the resurrection (Ac 23:8).

B. They are called to give their defensé&lheir rulers, elders, and scribes, as well as Aana
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Atelea, and as many as were of the family of the
high priest”(Ac 4:5-6). The leaders represent the Sanhedrun€ib the highest court of
the Israelite nation (cf. Ac 4:15). Thesere the very ones that had engineered the execu-

tion of Jesus, and there is no reasorelie\e they will do less to these men who are with-
standing their authority.

C. List those involved in the second arresiftbe following verses: Ac 5:17, 21, 27, 34:

3. The Message

A. The exchanges between the apostles and the Coadamore to do with authority than
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with a straight sermon per se. The Samhésihighly offended that these men are teach-
ing contrary to their orthodox traditioasd they have resisted the Council’s authority.

B. Their opening questioriBy what power or by what name have you done th(g& 4.7).
This has intrigued them before (cf. MtZ3). Peter’'s answer is brief, but full:

1. The “crime” for which we are being ased was a good deed — Ac 4:9.

2. The man was healed by the “name,” othieyauthority of, Jesus, the very one whom
they had killed but whom God had rdiseAc 4:10.

3. In so doing the Jewish leaders hadlldfthe prophecy that the Messiah would be re-
jected but made the “chief cornerstdneGod — Ac 4:11; quoting Ps 118:22.

4. Salvation is wholly invested in the reaof Jesus, not in the names of any of the great
Jewish teachers of the day (Gamafiglel or Shammai) or even Moses — Ac 4:12.

5. They insist that, threats notwithstagdithey are committed to speakihige things
which we have seen and hegit 4:19-20).

C. In the second hearing Peter again statasitiention to“obey God rather than men(Ac
5:29). He then reiterates the same fotimaia themes he has preached before:

1.°The God of our fathers,i.e., Jehovah, the God of antiquity whom Israel $&rsed,
has raised up Jesus whom they muddersc 5:30.

2. God exalted Jesus to His right hanBrasce and Savior in order to offer the opportuni-
ty of repentance and forgiveness ttaels— 5:31.

3. Peter and the others are witnessesthenkoly Spirit is also bearing witness to these
truths. In saying that the Holy Spivad been given ttthose who obey Him,Peter is
in a backhanded way indicting the 3&weaders of being disobedient, because the apos-
tles were clearly the ones who hadlyganted the powers of the Spirit, not them.
4. The Result -The same men doing the same works and preachirgathe message don't al-
ways enjoy the same results. The Jewish Isadenain stubbornly resistant to the miracles,
the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy andhe good news of the gospel.

A. Describe the Jews’ behavior at the first arreic 4:15-18, 21:

B. How does the Sanhedrin respond to the agstntinued defiance? — Ac 5:17, 28, 33, 40:

C. For what do the apostles pray after thest fielease — Ac 4:23-31.

D. Describe the reaction of the apostles dlffteir second hearing — Ac 5:41-42:
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON12: THE GOSPEL COMES TO SAMARIA
Occasion: (Acts 8:1-25Simmering resentment finally exploded into intgressecution
against the church in Jerusalem. As brethren viereed from the capital city into the cities and
towns of Judea and Samaria, they took the gospkltivem. One of those preachers, Philip, has
great success in Samaria and leads a whole ciGhast.
1. The Teacher — Philip

A. Philip was introduced in Ac 6:5 as a special’aat of the church. He was selected on the
basis of a good reputation and was futhefHoly Spirit and wisdom (Ac 6:3).

B. These seven men had the apostles’ handsiaidem, not only consecrating them to this
service but imparting miracle-working powe them.

1. This is evidenced in the case of Stapho is the first besides the apostles to work
miracles in the kingdom (Ac 6:8).

2. Philip was given miraculous ability@l$or “the multitudes with one accord heeded the
things spoken by Philip, hearing aediag the miracles which he didAc 8:6).

3. The connection between such miracléstla@ir impartation by an apostle will be clearly
explained in Ac 8.

C. Comment on the courage of Philip to undertsch a challenge.
2. The Audience — Samaritans
A. Jesus had found some Samaritans who were itgdrgsspiritual things (Jn 4). They knew
the Law of Moses somewhat, but their kremlgle was mixed with erroneous doctrines and
superstitions. Who was Simon and whaterfce did he have in Samaria (Ac 8:9-11)?
B. What kinds of things plagued the people @ndria (Ac 8:7)7?
3. The Message
A. Luke notes thatthose who were scattered went everywhere preactiagvord” (Ac 8:4).

1. Philip went to Samaria atmteached Christ”to them — Ac 8:5.

2. He alstpreached the things concerning the kingdom of @od the name of Jesus
Christ’— Ac 8:12.

3. Luke notes the apostfegard that Samaria had received the word of GedAc 8:14.
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B. We should pay careful attention to the faet apostolic preaching, and now the teaching
of others besides apostles, rests squapelg the person and teaching of Jesus. These men
did not employ gimmicks, secular “baityirhanitarian projects or other appeals to the flesh
in order to attract people. They simplggrhed about Jesus, who He was and what He
meant. Those who are truly hungry inispiill hear and respond.

C. The role of the miracles: Philip did notto convert people to miracles but to Jesus. It
was necessary in these early days to geomial spokesmen (no written NT yet!) with cre-
dentials, especially where a man like Sirheld such sway through deception.

4. The Result

A. The genuine sparkled against the backdrop ottlumterfeit: 1)The multitudes with one
accord heeded the things spoken by Ph{lie’ 8:6); 2)“They believed Philip as he
preached ...(Ac 8:12); 3) EveriSimon himself also believedAc 8:13).

B. Then, consistently with previous teaching arample:
1.“But when they believed ... both men and women wegpézed”— 8:12.
2. Then Simon himself also believed; and when he lvegutized ..."— Ac 8:13.

3. The implication is clear: to “preatietword,” “preach Christ,” “preach the things con-
cerning the kingdom of God and the earhJesus Christ” is to instruct people on what
to do when they believe and wish teatle themselves to God. They were taught to be
baptized, just as those in Jerusalemewbecause this is what the Lord commanded.

C. The Samaritans’ misplaced confidence in Sirwed their subsequent enslavement to him
is replaced by physical healing and gmtitiberty. Little wonder thdthere was great
joy in that city”(Ac 8:8).

5. Is Something Missing in the Samaritans’ Faith?

A. Peter and John, apostles of Christ, visit threse Christians antprayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spir{c 8:15). Luke further note&f-or as yet He had
fallen upon none of them. They had oelnidbaptized in the name of the Lord Jesus”
(Ac 8:16). Is their faith incomplete? Beey need some sort of endowment to be saved?

B. The only thing that is missing in Samaria aren who can do what Philip had been doing.
He is soon to be sent to other endeaanis the apostles will remain in Jerusalem for the
foreseeable future. In the absence dtewriinstruction, the Samaritans will need someone
who can continue to teach them the wilGoid and exhort them to faithfulness.

C. This can be provided through someone whapasial gifts of the Spirit, like Philip and

Stephen had (cf. Ac 6:8). Luke now giwvese detail on how this is done, whereas he had
only briefly mentioned it:
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1. When Philip, Stephen and the othersheh chosen to serve, the aposiisl hands
on them{Ac 6:6). We immediately begin seeing Stephen woitacles (Ac 6:8), the
first time in Acts that someone ottien an apostle did so.

2. We then read of Philip working mirac{@s 8:6-7, 13).

3. Now Luke explains how this miracle-wioidk power comes upon a believéithen they
(the apostles, Peter and Jola)l hands on them, and they received the HolyitSpiAc
8:17). This is something Philip coulat do; it required the presence and the physical
touch of an apostle.

4. What does Simon attempt when he segdsgeat power demonstrated (Ac 8:18-19)?
What response does he get from Peter?

D. Several conclusions can be drawn from thisaele:

1. There was nothing deficient in the Sataas’ faith or salvation. Once they obeyed the
preaching of Philip, their sins weoediven and their relationship with God restored.

2. The only thing they lacked was a sowfceaching to further confirm and establish
them in the future. This was providgdthe visit of Peter and John.

3. This passage is definitive as torttethodof receiving spiritual gifts. It is the only text
in the NT where the method of transiois is explicitly set forth. No amount of prayer
would achieve it; no amount of monewld buy it. It was a “gift” of God (Ac 8:20); it
was not for sale. And God had deteadithat only apostles could endow someone with
such power. Such was a part of thending and loosing” authority.

4. In the absence of the apostles today wath the revelation of God being fully written
and available, such miraculous gifierot be possessed in the present generation.

5. Men who claim to be “faith healers” aondvork other kinds of miracles are in the mold

of Simon the sorcerer, not Simon Refédrey deceive the multitudes by claiming pow-
ers God had reserved for these eayg of His kingdom.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON13: THE GOSPEL ISINTRODUCED TO AFRICA

Occasion: (Acts 8:26-40Not only do we receive instruction from Luke abdav men and
women came to Christ, we are also seeing how tepaj@radually spread from Jerusalem
throughout the Roman Empire. We now turn to thvecsion story of an important though
unnamed man, the treasurer of the Ethiopian qu€angdace.

1. The Teacher — Philip

A. Philip’s job in Samaria is complete, and now Ltlved can use him elsewhere. Note the
willingness of Philip to travel whereves s needed.

B. The role of the angel (Ac 8:26). We muswbey careful not to overly generalize or make
assumptions without warrant. These wpeeial times, and because of the uniqueness of
the events (heaven’s establishment“&ragdom which shall never be destroye@n 2:

44) God used methods that were not destimeontinue.

1. This is similar to the inaugurationtioé covenant with Israel where God manifested
Himself in unique ways in Egypt andviit Sinai. Such displays would not continue.

2. At a time when converts were few andtam revelation was non-existent, God used
miraculous means to connect a preaefibra seeker.

3. Note this point carefullythe angel does not appear to the sinner and tetl Wwhat to
do.Rather, his main goal is merely to instruct theapher on how to make contact with
the prospective Christian.

C. The role of the Spirit (Ac 8:29). Similariyhe Holy Spirit does not communicate with the
Ethiopian; He merely identifies the pautar chariot that contains the potential convert.
God’s plan is clear: He has no intentdddirect communication with sinners in order to
instruct them in the way of salvation.idis to be done by those who have already come
to recognize Jesus as their Savior.

2. The Audience — The Ethiopian Treasurer

A. How would you describe this man relative to beskground and spiritual interests? Com-
ment on his purpose in going to Jerusateémposition and what he is doing as he travels.

B. The man is struggling to understand a pasgagn the OT (Is 53:7-8; cf. Ac 8:30-34).
This is a prophetic passage that descthEeatoning death of the coming Messiah (written
about 700 years before Jesus was born).

C. Note that no miracle is necessary wheremmaa genuine interest in finding truth. The
treasurer was not a skeptic, deludedlogretise resistant. He was open to teaching.
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3. The Message

A. “Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning as t&cripture, preached Jesus to him”
(Ac 8:35).

B. While the words of God are not unduly obs¢cambiguous or complex, it is still often
necessary to be instructed by those wlareature in faith and skilled in the proper ap-
plication of Scripture.

1. This is not a “fault” of the revelatioh God, any more than it is the “fault” of a mathe
matics textbook to fail to instrucstadent without benefit of a teacher.

2. The “fault,” if it really is one, liaa the slowness of the human being to comprehend
foreign concepts and reorient hisking to new truths.

C. Philip instructed the Ethiopian man on h@sus fulfilled the passage in Isaiah, and he

undoubtedly continued to explain manydatd details about Jesus previously noted by
Luke in the book of Acts.

4. The Result

A. Thus far in Acts, no one has specifically redad$aptism but the treasurer sdzee,
here is water. What hinders me from bdaagtized?”(Ac 8:36). How did the treasurer
know to make such a request, and why dithink it to be so urgent as to interrupt his
trip at that moment?

1. The only reasonable response is théipRhcluded baptism as Hgreached Jesus.”

2. But why would he do that? Becauseasdesus, Himself, who saftie who believes
and is baptized will be savgdik 16:16), and it was Jesus who commanded the-apos
tles tdmake disciples of all the nations, baptizing thenthe name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spiarid to teach new discipl&® observe all things that |
have commanded you (Mt 28:20).

3. This content of Philip’s preaching ahd request of the treasurer is totally in harmony
with what we have learned thus faAats about conversion to Christ. It stands at odds
with the way modern denominations dplay baptism into near irrelevance.

B. Though the authenticity of Ac 8:37 is deldoateeither its presence or absence detracts from
the narrative. It is obvious that baptigsts upon the foundation of genuine belief in God
and apart from that belief baptism is majhmore than a good dousing.

C. Describe the reaction of the treasurer &telip baptizes him (Ac 8:39).

5. A Note on the “Mode” of Baptism

A. Nothing has been said up to this point in Adiewt the mode or procedure of baptism.
There has been much controversy over adragtitutes true baptism. But this episode
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involving the conversion of the treasugimes us a helpful clue.

B. Luke saysAnd both Philip and the eunuch went down into Weger, and he baptized
him. Now when they came up out of thewate(Ac 8:38-39).

1. This is consistent with the baptismafid: “Then Jesus, when He had been baptized,
came up immediately from the water (Mt 3:16).

2. Further;,John was also baptizing in Aenon near Salim, beeatnere was much water
there”(dn 3:23).

3. Would mere sprinkling or pouring wateeothe head explain these references?

C. The clearest evidence, though, as to theenobthaptism involves the very definition of
the word.

1. W.E. Vine: “consisting of the processé immersion, submersion and emergence (from
bapto,to dip), is used (a) of John’s baptism, (b) of i€ten baptism ... (c) of the over-
whelming afflictions and judgmentsathich the Lord voluntarily submitted on the
Cross ...” (Vol. 1, p. 96-97).

2. This is why baptism in water is a figisymbol for the old man of sin dying and being
buried, allowing the new man to riséwalk in newness of life'(Rom 6:4). Just as
“burial” is not accomplished by a mepzinkling or pouring of dirt, so baptism is not
accomplished by a ceremonial touctvater on the forehead or a sprinkling from a
holy vessel.

3. Why does this matter anyway? Becalisethe tendency of man to take liberties with
the word of God and gradually move yivam His commandments toward our own
will and desires. Those who respleetihspired preaching of the gospel and the exam-
ples of what early men did to beconmeigians will not chafe at the command of God
and the beautiful symbolism of baptisith the burial and resurrection of Christ.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN
LESSON14: THE CONVERSION OF SAUL OF TARSUS

Occasion: (Acts 9:1-22; 22:4-16; 26:12-2Ms the pressure of persecution became severe
against the fledgling kingdom, an unusual turn\adrés occurs. Saul of Tarsus, the most zeal-
ous and dangerous enemy of Christianity, is coederBecause we are first introduced to the
one who needs conversion, Saul, we will alter ewdysand consider him first, then the teacher.

1. The Audience — Saul of Tarsus
A. The direct involvement of Jesus.

1. Because this particular convert widlcabe made an apostle, and because Saul (we will
refer to him as Paul from hereon) geesatly feared by Christians due to his persecu-
tions, it was necessary for Jesustervene directly (cf. Ac 26:16).

2. Note, however, that Jesus’ involvenmiBdtnot change the general pattern or require-
ments of others who were converted desus.Jesus did not tell Paul the conditions
for salvation, and He did not tell hahany time that he was already saved.

3. If Paul had been given preferentiahtingent or if the necessity to obey like all others
was waived, what an unfortunate preogavould be set for those in the future who
wished to circumvent the commands ofl GRemember the example of Jesbsen
He was baptized “to fulfill all right@isness,®even though John’s baptism of repentance
was for sinners (cf. Mt 3:13-17).

B. Paul’'s encounter with Jesus on the roadam&scus:
1. Tell of the first events of the encountac 9:3-5.
2. Paul has been stunned by the revelafitas guilt, much as the Jews on Pentecost were

shocked. Men so moved normally askmal@ question:“Lord, what do You want me
to do?(Ac 9:6; cf. Ac 2:37)

3. What Jeswdnesn’tsay to Paul is perhaps as instructive as whaiallg, given the false
ideas about salvation that abound today

a. He DOESN'T SAY: “Paul, there’s niotp you can do, for you are wholly depraved
and thus unable to respond in amstructive way.”

b. He DOESN'T SAY: “Paul, there’s nimtt) you can do, for if you do anything it will
be a work, and works are completelgdds with grace.”

c. He DOESN'T SAY: “Paul, you don’tyeato do anything, for you are saved already.”

4. What DOES Jesus tell Paul to do?
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C. From the following verses, tell what Pawl tr the next three days: Ac 9:8-9, 11. What
would you say about his attitude towarsudeat this point?

2. The Teacher — Ananias
A. Ananias is a new name in Acts. What do we kiodwim?

1. Luke does not tell how he came to bBamascus. His knowledge of Paul’s persecu-
tion against the church in Jerusalemmearsay (Ac 9:13), so if he lived or was converte
in Jerusalem he left before this pbegan.

2. Luke calls him “a certain disciple” (Ac10). The Lord knows him by name, as He does
all of His brethren. Ananias is respwe to the address of the Lord.

3. Paul later calls Ananié&sdevout man according to the law, having a goestimony
with all the Jews who dwelt the &t 22:12).

B. Just as the angel and the Holy Spirit deed®hilip to the Ethiopian treasurer’s chariot, so
Jesus directs Ananias to Paul (Ac 9:Hg.also tells Ananias that Paul has been given a
vision of Ananias coming to him (Ac 9:12).

1. Why does Ananias resist the Lord’sringions (Ac 9:13-14)?

2. How does Jesus further urge Ananigpotto Paul (Ac 9:15-16)7?

C.“And Ananias went his way and entered the housg/Ac’9:17). Ananias, like the apos-
tles, was not without concern for his saferet as they had sought for boldness to speak
(Ac 4:29), so Ananias found the boldnessibeded to approach Paul.

3. The Message

A. There is little recorded of the conversationvetn Ananias and Paul. Actually, nothing is
recorded of Paul’'s words; only AnaniaBut what is said is very important.

1."Brother Saul ...” (Ac 9:17; 22:13). Some conclude from this that Aiaa recognizes
Paul already as a brother in Chrigit remember, these men are both devout Jews, and
such would have been a natural grgdietween fellow Israelites. Other things ard sai
that will help us determine when Pactlually became a “brother” in the faith.

2.“The Lord Jesus ... has sent m@&c 9:17). Ananias gives further evidence to Rdul
the divine origin of these events, Aoranias knows not only that Jesus appeared to Paul
but also knows something of the consiois given to him (cf. Ac 22:14-15).

3.“That you may receive your sighfAc 9:17). This occurs immediately (Ac 9:18; 22:.13

4 .*And be filled with the Holy Spirit{Ac 9:17). This cannot refer to the impartation of
miraculous gifts, for only an apostinalo that and Ananias is not an apostle (Ac 8:18).
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Neither is it the baptism of the Holyi®, for a human agent was not involved in be-
stowing the Spirit in this process (&&-4). The events that transpire next can be
defined as being “filled with the Hdbpirit.”

B. Paul later testifies that Ananias then saidim: “And now why are you waiting? Arise
and be baptized, and wash away your sating on the name of the LordAc 22:16).

C. Again, this is not a new command, for weehagen it previously in conversion stories.
Neither is Paul given an exemption becdngses being made an apostle. It is clear that
baptism was crucial to Paul’s obedienoé, Baul does not even attend to the needs of his
body after three days of fasting beform@daptized (Ac 9:19).

4. The Result

A. “And he arose and was baptize@Ac 9:18). The immediate and crucial need for Raul
obey in this manner is made clear byftiewing evidences:

1. Ananias explained that in being baatiZPaul’'s sins would be washed away. After
three days of prayer, fasting, corglation and receiving a vision, nothing has sug-
gested to Paul that his sins vadreadyforgiven. Ananias did not lead him to believe
that they were already forgiven. fEhis no basis to conclude that Paul’s sins werre fo
giverbeforehis baptism.

2. Ananias explained that in being baptiZ2gaul would be “calling on the name of the
Lord.” While some want to circumvéraptism by making this a verbal calling on the
Lord’s name for salvation, the phrasaling on the name of the Lord” is a genuine ap-
peal to do whatever is necessary to Gad's favor. Peter’s quote of Joel includes thi
phrase (Ac 2:21), and when the audieasked what to do (Ac 2:37), Peter told them the
same thing that Ananias told Paul.

3. If a defector “called upon the namehaf government” for asylum, such a call would not
preclude going through official chalsn@nd complying with the rules and regulations
about taking up residence in the Wr&®ventually becoming a citizen. We must appeal
to God for salvation according to toaditions that He, Himself, placed upon receiving
that salvation.

B. The fact that Ananias was sé&htat you may receive your sighnd be filled with the Holy
Spirit,”and the fact that Paul’s vision was immediatelyaesi and he then was immedi-
ately baptized, indicates that theredsract connection with being baptized and being
filled with the Spirit. Whereas before lsonversion Paul was “filled with Moses,” i.e.,
was devoted to the Law and wholly motidai® honor Moses and defend him against all
adversaries, so now he would be “fillethwhe Holy Spirit.” His allegiance, his orienta-
tion, his whole framework of life would kectated by the direction of the Holy Spirit, to
whom he yielded at his conversion to J&3usst.

C. This new orientation is evidenced by the idiate changes that occurred in Paul’s life
(cf. Ac 9:20-22).
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN
LESSON15: CORNELIUS: THE FIRST GENTILE CONVERT

Occasion: (Acts 10:1-11:18) uke’s next conversion story in Acts representewa phase of
kingdom expansion: the gospel is now broadenégetatile audiences. Again, since the audi-
ence is introduced first, we will take note of Gaius first, then Peter as his teacher.

1. The Audience — Cornelius
A. The character of Cornelius — Ac 10:1-2, 22, 30-3

1. He is devout — Ac 10:2. W.E. Vine des this word as “signifying sacred awe, de-
scribes reverence exhibited especialbctions, reverence or awe well directed ... In
the N.T. it is used of a pious attéudwards God” (Vol. 1, p. 308).

2. He is just — Ac 10:22. Cornelius trteddo that which was right. He was not satisfied
with a life of shallow religious piebyt conformed to righteous behavior.

3. How does Cornelius demonstrate his deatitiude?
a.
b.
C.

B. The rest of this story is predicated upanfthilowing observation: in spite of Cornelius’
reverent attitude toward God, he is notsged. His works have not reconciled him to
God. He yet needs the gospel, for it amst knowledge of God's sacrifice for sin and the
conditions which one must fulfill in order receive the benefits therefrom.

1. In a vision, an angel appears to Carsetho addresses him by name — Ac 10:3.
2. The angel commends Cornelius for hisipness — Ac 10:4, 31.

3. Instruction is then given for Corneltossummon Peter, who is in the city of Joppa,
about 30 miles south — Ac 10:5-6, 3he angel says of PetéHe will tell you what
you must dofAc 10:6). When Peter retells this story in Jelersa he is more specific.
The angel had told Cornelius to semdPleter‘who will tell you words by which you
and all your household will be savédt 11:14).

C. This is consistent with what we have sedorban reference to conversions. God never
bypassed human agency and told men dirbotl to be saved, whether by an angel, the
Holy Spirit or Jesus, Himself.

D. So intent is Cornelius on learning the willGod further that he gathers his household to
hear what Peter has to say (Ac 10:24).
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2. The Teacher — Peter

A. When we last saw Philip, he had come to theaitgaesarea (Ac 8:40). We might wonder
why Peter was summoned from Joppa whelipRims in the city with Cornelius.

1. Since Peter was a Jew, and there wegd grejudices between Jews and Gentiles, and
since the Gentiles had not yet beeordéd entrance into the kingdom, it was going to
take someone of significant spirituakgre to handle this controversial assignment.

2. Too, it was to Peter that the keys ofidimgdom had been given, and as he exercised

them initially on Pentecost for the sakéhe Jews, so now he would use them to open the
kingdom to the Gentiles.

3. It was Peter, himself, who prophesiethaf occasion:“For the promise is to you and to
your childrerfJews),and to all who are afar ofiGentiles),as many as the Lord our God
will call” (Ac 2:39). Perhaps Peter had not fully understbedmport of this prophecy,
for it took some persuasion in orderd@aawince him to go to Cornelius’ house.
B. Briefly describe how God persuaded Petgatavith the servants of Cornelius:

1. The vision of the sheet (Ac 10:11-16):

2. The instruction of the Spirit (Ac 10:29):

3. Peter later indicates that he drew tlopgx conclusions from the instruction given to
him, for he says'God has shown me that | should not call angn common or un-
clean. Therefore | came without obf@tas soon as | was sent fofAc 10:28-29).

C. Peter travels to Caesarea, taking with other brethren to confirm the events (Ac

10:23; 11:12). When Peter arrives, whell-mtentioned mistake does Cornelius make
toward him?

3. The Message

A. One can only imagine how much Peter might warexplain to this inquisitive Gentile!
But he only speaks briefly before beinigirupted (cf. Ac 10:15 “as | began to speak.

1. Peter now fully appreciates the uniaemature of the kingdom — Ac 10:34-35.

2. He gives a very brief history of thepinet John and Jesus, indicating their familiarity
with the events which had transpirégdat word you know”— Ac 10:37) — Ac 10:36-41.

3. He speaks of the eyewitness role obfwstles and the charge they had received to
preach the coming judgment (Ac 10:3842).

4. When Peter mentions the remission af gia Jesus, an unprecedented event occurs:
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B.“The Holy Spirit fell upon those who heard@Ac 10:44). How shall we understand this
event? What are the implications? Is @buas saved by this action or before it? We can-
not accurately understand it without Psten explanation of its meaning (Ac 11:15-17).
Note especially how Peter ties the even@oanelius’ house with events that occurred on
Pentecost, not with the normal instancesoolversion that he had seen since then.

1.“The Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at Beginning (Ac 11:15).

2. Peter then says the events brought nol desus’ promise to the apostles about being
baptized with the Holy Spirit (Ac 11)16

3. He say¥God gave them the same gis He gave us when we believed (A€ 11:17).

4. As the apostles had magnified God inudied languages when the Holy Spirit came
upon them (Ac 2:11), so did Corneling ghose with him (Ac 10:46).

5. Just as the baptism of the Spirit hadeopon the apostles unsolicited and by the uni-
lateral decision of God, so it had hexpgd to Cornelius. There is no foundation for
someone praying for the Holy Spirictame upon them or for thinking that some mira-
culous endowment of the Spirit is togieen to a Christian after his salvation.

C. Peter, the teacher, is now being taughtamtehis Jewish brethren need to be fully per-
suaded that the Gentiles are to be includdde kingdom of God on equal terms and with
full benefits as the Jews.

1. His explanation is offered after beimglted on the carpet” in Jerusalem for eating with
uncircumcised men (Ac 11:3).

2. He explains to his critical brethrereafteviewing the facts*wWho was I that | could
withstand God?(Ac 11:17). Peter understood that the events is@@a were God’s
stamp of approval upon the Gentilesymmistakable sign from heaven to convince the
“unbelievers” (in this case Jewish Ghans who yet didn't believe that Gentiles would
be equal heirs of the kingdom) thatekients transpiring were from heaven. The very
public outpouring of the Spirit on Perdst was to convince those outside of Christ that
God’s stamp of approval was upon thestips and the message they preached.

3. So, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit da®t save Cornelius, is not an indicator that he
is already saved and is no substitutdéptism. Remember, Peter was to speakds
by which you and all your household will be sévétc 11:14).

4. The Result
A. “Can anyone forbid water, that these should nobbetized, who have received the Holy

Spirit just as we have (Ac 10:47). “And he commanded them to be baptized in the name
of the Lord(Ac 10:48), just as he did the lost Jews on Pestgéx 2:38).

B. The conclusion in Jerusalem after all wad aad done:*Then God has also granted to
the Gentiles repentance to lif@&c 11:18; cf. Ac 5:31 “give repentance to Israel.

36



BECOMING A CHRISTIAN
LESSON16: REACTIONS TO THE GOSPEL IN ANTIOCH OF PISIDIA

Occasion: (Acts 13:13-52he remainder of Acts focuses upon the work of Baulle dogged-
ly and untiringly travels across the Empire takihg gospel to the Gentiles. While on a preach-
ing tour of Asia Minor, Paul and Barnabas come taiéch in Pisidia, where the gospel gets a

mixed reception.

1. The Teacher — Paul

A. It has been perhaps ten years or more sinceviigmitonverted. He is finally taking his
first steps on the great apostolic mis$ayrwhich the Lord has called him.

B. Paul and Barnabas have been appointed histavork by the Holy Spirit (Ac 13:2), and
they had sailed from Antioch in Syria tgp@us where they preached in synagogues
throughout the island (Ac 13:5-6).

2. The Audience — Jews and Gentiles in Pisidian Aietch

A. As was their custom, Paul goes to the sygagmn the Sabbath (Ac 13:14). Assembled
aré'men of Israel, and you who fear Go@Ac 13:16, 42-43); i.e., there were Gentiles
present who, like Cornelius, had an af§ifior the Jews and their God.

B. This is an example of the preparatory wodd®ad done over the past hundreds of years
to provide a hearing for the gospel thfoug the world. The communities of Jews scat-
tered around the Empire are traced ta#portations that occurred when Israel first fell t
the Assyrians (721 BC) and Judah was tatercome by the Babylonians (586 BC).

C. There are no further instances in Acts cdatiintervention by angels or the Holy Spirit to
put a specific preacher/hearer togetheene®al directions will be given from heaven (cf.
the vision of the Macedonian — Ac 16:9-1f))t future connections will be made by hap-
penstance or providential guidance. difigreat instruction to note how the miraculous ele
ments attending the beginning of the kingdgadually fade as it matures.

3. The Message
[Fill in the following outline of Paul’'s sermon. eBas brief or specific as you wish:]

1.A broad overview of OT history leading to the warfklohn — Ac 13:17-26

A. Ac 13:17-19 —
B.Ac 13:20-23 —

C. Ac 13:24-26 —
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2. The rejection of Jesus — Ac 13:27-29

A. Ac 13:27 — How does Paul explain the rejectiorhef Messiah by the Jews?

B. Ac 13:28 — What does Paul say of the Jews’ motives?

C. Ac 13:29 — What does Paul reiterate about the Jaetgins relative to the Scriptures?

3. The resurrection of Jesus — Ac 13:30-39

A. Ac 13:30-31 —

B. Ac 13:32-37 —

C. Ac 13:38-39 —
Warning: Ac 13:40-41 —

4. The Result

A. A pattern emerges in Antioch that will be re@ehoften in the future: the Gentiles respond
more positively to the gospel than dolbers — Ac 13:42-45. In fact, the Jews were vehe-

ment in their oppositionpntradicting and blaspheming Paul.

B. But rather than wilt under the assat®aul and Barnabas grew boldand declared that
they would concentrate on the receptivat{Bes — Ac 13:46-49. Note again that God had
favored the Jews with the opportunity éahthe gospel first (13:46; cf. Ac 3:26).

C. So fierce and unrelenting was the persecutfahe Jews that Paul and Barnabas were fin-
ally driven from Antioch (Ac 13:50-52). Bthey left behind a nucleus of Christians who
rejoiced in their newfound salvation. Qast what “filled” the Jews with what “filled” the

Gentile brethren (cf. Ac 13:45, 52).

5. Special Note on Acts 13:48

A. The phrastAnd as many as had been appointed to eternabligigeved”is a verse often
cited to support the Calvinistic doctrofeunconditional election.

1. This doctrine states that God unildkgiend arbitrarily selects certain people to be
saved and others to be lost.
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2. This is because all are so spirituadipréived that none can respond to God in any way to
facilitate their salvation. Since Godst even put faith in the heart of each belieard
since it is obvious that all are nolideers, then God “elects” some to salvation and
leaves others in condemnation.

3. Thus, one must be “appointed” by Godsfration in order to be saved. How do we an-
swer this argument?

B. Note that in this instance, as well astadl dthers in Acts, salvation comes by the free-exer
cise of choice in regard to hearing tqtbsented. God has not unilaterally, directly dave
anyone through some sort of divine operatPreacherswvere sent to thiost with ames-
sagehat could bébelievedor rejected. There is no suggestion anywhere that sinful men
are unable to understand and respondghrbee will. How much more “depraved” can
you get than murdering the Son of Godtlyeyheard and obeyed the gospel.

1. Thus, when the Jews rejected the gaspkblasphemed the truth about Jesus Christ,
Paul places the blame for their urddedquarely where it belongs — upon their own
shoulders:But since you reject it, angudge yourselves unworthgf everlasting life,
behold, we turn to the Gentilggic 13:46). Paul says nothing about theability to
respond due to inherited depravityhywebuke them if thegould notunderstand the
truth, and God simply decided by Higexeign choice to leave them in their sins?

2. It is thgospelthat is the power of God unto salvation émeryonewvho believes (Rom
1:16). If a sinn@annotbelieve the gospel by his own volition, and itdalka direct act
of God to place belief within him, thine gospel isiot the power of salvation.

3. God did not directly save Corneliust tmid him to send for Petéwho will tell you
words by whichyou and all your householdill be savetl (Ac 11:14).

C. But what does it mean to tappointedto eternal life"?

1. The basic meaning of this word (@&lssq is to place in order or to arrange, to bring
order to a situation of chaos or coitfas Note that Luke does not say they were ap-
pointedby Godto this condition, but that may have been indiyettte case.

2. Contextually, the Gentiles of Antiochre@rranged or brought to ordertheir thinking
and attitude thus making them amenable to the preaching oftispel by Paul. Be-
cause they were orderly and arrangedem thinking, theybelievedwhen they heard of
salvation. Notice: the Gentiles “bedgto hear more preaching (Ac 13:42), they were
“glad and glorified the word of the Lord{13:48). They wereeceptiveto that which is
designed by God to produce belief (Ridii7).

3. The Jews, on the other hand, wkited with envy; and contradicting and blasphergin
they opposed the things spoken by P@d’13:45). In other words, their thoughts and
attitudes were in spiritual disarrdyey werenot appointedr arranged or ordered so as
to receive the saving gospel when thegrd it. They wergesistantto that which can
produce belief in the willing heart.Qod is arbitrarily responsible for accepting some
and rejecting others, it makes the wlelercise of preaching the gospel a farce.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON17: TwO CONVERSIONS IN PHILIPPI

Occasion: (Acts 16)The gospel now spreads to the European contineRaasand Silas travel
at the Holy Spirit’s bidding to Philippi. From the humble beginnings a great church will even-
tually emerge, a church that will repeatedly heguPin his apostolic work.

THE CONVERSION OF LYDIA (AC 16:1-15)
1.The Teachers — Paul and Silas

A. The company of traveling workers includes P&iigs (cf. Ac 15:22, 32-34, 40), Timothy
(Ac 16:1-4) and Luke joins them in Troasté “they” becomes “we” — Ac 16:8, 10).

B. At this time, another critical juncture imetspread of the gospel to new frontiers, the hu-
man preachers receive divine instructiopubthem in contact with lost hearers (Ac 16:
6-10).

1. Where did the Holy Spirit prevent thenonh traveling?
2. How does the Holy Spirit communicate et destination for the gospel?

C. Unlike the specific directions given to Rhih relation to the Ethiopian treasurer, the Holy
Spirit now gives more vague instructiofaul and company travel to Philippi in search of
those who may be receptive to their messdgalvation.

2. The Audience — Jewish Women, Specifically Lydia

A. In Philippi, there apparently was no Jewish gogue, for‘on the Sabbath day we went
out of the city to the riverside, wherayer was customarily mad€¢Ac 16:13).

B. The weakness of the Jewish contingencyahdhy was also apparent in that only women
were gathered for prayer; no Jewish mere\peesent. Reese notes: “There had to be at
least ten family heads (ten Jewish mem) @community to have a synagogue. Where fewer
Jews than this lived, they often had atingelace near any body of water suitable for
their many ceremonial washingblefv Testament History — Acpgp. 575-576).

C. From a human standpoint, we might see littiential in this humble gathering. But the
gospel is at heart a very personal messhgalvation, and thus each person that can hear i
is important. Paul was not put off by theager Jewish presence in Philippi. He shared
the gospel with those who were availablbdar it.

3. The Message

Luke bypasses the content of what was spoken blydPd the others to these Jewish wo-
men. We might rightfully conclude that therasanothing unique in it but that it merely
reflected the themes already outlined in Acts.
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4. The Result

A. Lydia, one of the Jewish women present, was icmad by Paul’'s words and was baptized
along with her household (Ac 16:14-15).

B. But what does it mean tH#te Lord opened her heart to heed the things spdikePaul™
Again, this is cited by pro-Calvinistsasevidence that a sinner cannot be saved until God
miraculously, in a direct operation othiean merely preaching the gospel to them, makes
their heart receptive to salvation. Had/@od open Lydia’s heart?

1. First, note that Lydia was a wonfaimo worshiped God before Paul ever came with
the gospel. That is, she wwasadyknowledgeable of God according to the Law of
Moses; she served God according tatigerstanding that she had from the first cove-
nant. She was not “totally depravadt utterly unable to spiritually respond to God.

2. Thus, in her life, the Law did whatias designed to do: As a “tutor” (Gal 3:24) it eon
ditioned her mind to receive the teuthi the gospel. As‘@hadow of the good things to
come’(Heb 10:1), it prepared her spirit to recognizettiie substance when it came.

3. Lydia was a woman with spiritual yeags, who had an expectant and yielding attitude
toward the things of God that He, Haffishad created within her. In fact, nothing is
said of Lydia that isn’'t true of evdrgliever: we all must have our hearts opened by
the Lord, we must be softened and Hachby what He has revealed of Himself —
whether through the Law of Moses ¢treotmanifestations of His divine power and na-
ture — if the gospel is going to make impact upon our spirits.

C.One thing is clear: Lydia, like the other converts in Acts, is not séumtil she responds
in obedience to the gospel. This includkeing baptized for the remission of her sins.

THE CONVERSION OF THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER (AC 16:16-34)
1. The Teachers — Paul and Silas

A. Describe how Paul and Silas come to be impridon&hat makes this abuse particularly
galling (Ac 16:37-39)7?

B. How do these men react to their treatmet18:25)? What does this say about their (and
our) attitude relative to preaching thems?

C. When the opportunity presents itself to ed&aul does not harbor any bitterness toward
his captor that would withhold the messtge would save his soul (Ac 16:28, 31). Surely
Paul had unique understanding and symgdatiipis man who persecuted believers, no?!

2. The Audience

A. Surely there would not seem by human standardera unlikely place to find an oppor-
tunity to preach and save a soul thansopribut the Lord uses unique means to arrest the
attention of the jailer.
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1. An earthquake (Ac 16:26). This may séeerdental except that the earthquake man-
aged to open the cell doors and untbekshackles. Not a normal earthquake!

2. The jailer's contemplated suicide (Ac2I629). This man’s responsibility to safeguard
dangerous men came with a high pricéaiture. Fearing the consequences of an entire
prison population escaping, the man praparing to end his life. What is his emotional
state when he comes before Paul?

3. Though there is nothing said of a prgtsenindset or of anything favorable toward Juda-
ism (as in the case of Cornelius), i@sGod in His own way opened the heart of the
jailer just as surely as He had opdngtia’s heart?

B. While he may not know much about Paul, hedwane to learn something about himself:
“Sirs, what must | do to be saved®Ac 16:30).

3. The Message

A. The jailer has expressed in the only way he khew his spiritual destitution and his de-
sire to ensure the well-being of his sdBilit he has no knowledge whatsoever of the true
God, His provision for salvation througdsus, what conditions are placed upon receiving
those benefits or what expectations Gadfbiaa faithful life thereafter. He has barely
taken the first step, but it's a step #lamen must take if they are to be saved.

B. Paul responds upon the very basic levehtha is on:

1."Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you willdaered, you and your househol@Xc
16:31). The man must come to know Bnd has provided salvation for him and for
all men. It is every man’s respots@esus that will determine his eternal destiny.

2. This conversion is no different thary &efore it, with the exception that this man ap-
pears totally ignorant of God andi€hrTo use this story to support a denial of prev
ously stated conditions of salvatborio eliminate steps in coming to God that are enad
clear elsewhere in Acts and the oéshe New Testament is a misuse of the Scriptures.

C. Thus, after giving him a cursory overviewndfat is required, i.e., belief in Jestihen
they spoke the word of the Lord to him &ndll who were in his housdAc 16:32). This
unlikely audience is now fully informed thie way unto God through Christ.

4. The Result

A. The jailer and his household were baptized (8i833). How did he know about baptism?!
Was it not the same way that the Ethiopiaew to request baptism when he saw water?

B.“He rejoiced, having believed in God with all hisusehold”(Ac 16:34). “Having be-
lieved” covers all the elements of higp@sse: a receptive heart, hearing the gospel,
submitting to baptism and the other caodg not expressly spelled out by Luke in this
account. “Belief” is not some superficiatrbal statement about Jesus. It is the compre-
hensive, submissive response to God asudtrof exposure to the gospel.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON18: VARIED REACTIONS IN MACEDONIA AND ACHAIA

Occasion: (Acts 17)Paul continues through cities in Macedonia, seekingsynagogues and
preaching about Jesus to Jews who should be eagepkgctant of the Messiah. But as Paul
found strong Gentile opposition in Philippi, he netirs vehement anger among the Jews. Our
format of study will change as Luke turns fromwmtlial conversions to the response of various
cities and regions to the gospel.

IN THESSALONICA AND BEREA (AC 17:1-15)
1. Preaching in Thessalonica
A. Paul’s presentation of the gospel — Ac 17:1-3.

1. It was Paul’s “custom” or general pradaee to seek out those of Jewish ancestry and
offer the gospel to them first (Ac 2): But Luke gives further insight to this process

2. Paulreasonedwith them from the Scriptures, explainiagd demonstratinthat the
Christ had to suffer and rise agaiarfr the dead(Ac 17:2-3). These terms involve ar-
gumentation, the advancement of pritipos with supporting evidence and the refuta-
tion of contrary notions. This contgd for three Sabbaths.

3. This is contrary to modern religiousatbgy which is more directed to the emotions
than the mind. Western society isoneiog increasingly oriented to feelings, percep-
tions, subjective assessments andasdoning objective truth. This trend runs counter
to genuine gospel preaching, whidihésadvancement and defense of truth against hos-
tile and contrary concepts.

B. The gospel, as we have seen previouslyragggamen into two basic categories: those
who appreciate and receive the messagéhasd who reject it. And those who reject it
often do not remain ambivalent but becdvghly adversarial.

1. Explain how the Thessalonian Jews raadthow Paul responds to their threat (Ac 17:4-
9). How had Jews previously responiddtis fashion (Ac 6:8-14)7?
2. How does Paul later refer to this gitwrain an epistle (1 Th 2:14-16)?

3. Why did Paul send Timothy back to Tléssica (1 Th 3:1-5)?
2. Escape to Berea

A. Paul and Silas are covertly sent away frdmssalonica and make their way to Berea, a
city about 50 miles to the southwest (Xc1D-14). What quality do we see in Paul from
the reference in Ac 17:10?
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B. Notice how Luke explains the effect of thesgel in men’s hearts (Ac 17:11-12):

1.“These were more fair-mindetian those in Thessalonica ..."One’s ability to respond
favorably to the gospel is not depenidgon “unconditional election,” i.e., God’s arbi-
trary choice to place faith within se@ind withhold it from others. The response is de-
termined bgttitude,whether one is “fair-minded,” open-minded, intéeesand willing
to look at the gospel in a criticght as one searches for what is ultimately true.

2. The Bereariseceivedthe word with all readinesand searched the Scriptures daily to
find out whether these things were sbtie Bereans critically investigate whereas the
Thessalonian Jews only saw the gospaltareat to their beloved convictions.

3. What is the result of such open-mindeestigation (Ac 17:12)?

C. Note: Some people are afraid to investigate ideas. They are insecure in their ability
to discern the truth, or they equate chaggfneir convictions with weakness or an admis-
sion of previous error (which is the basimciple of repentance — turning from what is
wrong. Some would rather cling to error than endueeupset of repentance and change.

D. How do the Jews from Thessalonica creatblpros in Berea (Ac 17:13)? What does this
say about the zealousness of unbelief?

IN ATHENS (AC 17:16-34)
1. Paul's Reaction to Gentile Idolatry — Ac 17:16-2
A. Athens was a city literally filled with idolatus statutes and temples. How does Luke de-
scribe their idolatry and Paul’s reactiorit?
B. What does Ac 17:14-16 say about Paul’'s ageffa

C. What do the Epicurean and Stoic philosoptienk of Paul? What do they request of him?

2. Paul’s Discourse on Mars’ Hill - Ac 17:22-31
A. What an opportunity! Paul now stands amid titewhich has been the heart of Greek
culture which has so influenced the wamlthis day. He has an opportunity to speak to
inquisitive but ignorant Gentiles about thue God. So much to say, and so little time!

B. Briefly note the themes of his short disaaur

1. How does he gain their favor at thetgte/:22-23)?
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2. How does he describe the God they di&xmow (17:24-26)7?

3. What does he say about our search éar (&7:27-28)?

4. Now that he has established a foundatibrat does he say about idols and images
(17:29)?

5. What is God'’s present expectation fonrfc 17:30)? Why has this now changed from
times in the past?

6. What warning does Paul issue to thestil@éearers (Ac 17:31)?

7. What point does Paul make that effetticses the minds of his hearers (Ac 17:32)?

C. How is this sermon different from what wasagcrhed to Jewish audiences?

D. How again do we see dual reactions to tkeagiring of the gospel?

Conclusion: This trip of Paul through Macedonia and into Achaiesents both challenge and
reward for Paul. But this is the nature of gogpekching. It will divide men based upon their
reactions to the will of God. It will result invfar and extreme disapproval at times. But Chris-
tians must learn to be as resilient as Paul arrdned of the message we are trying to bring to
the lost.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON19: IN EPHESUS

Occasion (Ac 18:24-19:1-10Dn his way back to Jerusalem at the close of faers® mission-
ary journey, Paul briefly passes through Ephesusi®19-21) and returns a short time later
(Ac 19). Two teaching episodes are worthy of toigs: the further education of Apollos and
the conversion of twelve citizens of Ephesus. &&sies address men who, unlike the Philip-
pian jailer or the men of Athens, have some workimywvledge of the redemptive purposes of
God but are yet unaware of the fullness of coneerand the blessings of Gobtlote how the
conversion stories in the book of Acts deal witlifelient people in different situations. Luke
is describing people who are taking the same jowrngist starting from different places.

APOLLOS (AC 18:24-26)
1. The Teachers — Aquila and Priscilla

A. This godly couple had become acquainted with PaGorinth and worked with him there
during his 1% year tenure (Ac 18:2, 11).

B. When Paul left Corinth for Jerusalem andidctt, Aquila and Priscilla accompanied him
as far as Ephesus where they remained &8-19).

C. Ephesus had been bypassed earlier at thetidim of the Holy Spirit, and Paul will return
about a year later for a protracted stajhade years (cf. Ac 20:31). In the meantime,
Aquila and Priscilla live and work in thigyc doing what they can to teach those with
whom they came into contact.

2. The Student — Apollos: A Bold Preacher with Inomplete Knowledge
A. Note the descriptions of this man:

1. Eloquent — He had polished oratorikélsswhich require ordered thought and linguis-
tic dexterity.

2. Mighty in the Scriptures — He was nolyantelligent but disciplined. Higher education
in that time was not widely availatded the man who had access to it would have to
apply himself in adverse circumstanc@smodern conveniences such as computers,
artificial lighting, etc. to make studasier). Even personal copies of the Scriptwere
rare; synagogues and libraries wesadipositories of Scripture.

3. Instructed in the way of the Lord — Apslhad some knowledge of Jesus, but it was lim-
ited by the following notation of Luke.

4. Fervent in spirit; taught accurately thimgs of the Lordthough he knew only the
baptism of John* Apollos did the best he could with what he knbut, he was not
aware of the developments concernisgse the aftermath of John’s preparatory work.
John’s baptism was only preparatorystnessed the One who would come after him.

46



B. Speculation of how much Apollos knew or didmow is useless. What we can say is that
his knowledge did not go far enough. et providence of God has brought him into
contact with those who could further instrhim.

3. The Message

A. Luke simply says Aquila and Priscilla, upon hegrthis man speak in the synagogue,
“took him aside and explained to him the way of Guate accurately(Ac 18:26).

B. We may assume that this was comprehensstaition, like‘they spoke the word of the
Lord to him”"(Ac 16:32),“Philip ... preached Jesus to hin{Ac 8:35),“he preached the
things concerning the kingdom of God dredrtame of Jesus ChristAc 8:12).

4. The Result

A. Luke does not specify what Apollos did in orgieicomply with his newfound knowledge
of the gospel, but based on the other @kasrof conversion in Acts, it would be reason-
able to conclude that he did what othezsacommanded to do. This would include sub-
mitting to baptism under the authorityGifrist (as we shall see in the next story).

B. Thefruit of such change is readily apparent as Apollosetsato Corinth and becomes a
great asset to the church in that immaitgl(Ac 18:27-28).

C. What “position” in the church did Priscibad Aquila hold? What can we learn from their
example?

THE TWELVE DISCIPLES IN EPHESUS(AC 19:1-7)
1. The Teacher — Paul

Paul, now on this third “missionary journey,” ratarto Ephesus as promised. He will now
spend an extended time in this region, andytspel will be spread throughout the province
of Asia with great success.

2. The Students — About 12 “Disciples”

A. The term “disciple” is not synonymous with “Csétian” in that it simply means “a learner.”
It is a broader term than Christian, tralsChristians would be disciples, but not all-dis
ciples would be Christians. Men who arearious stages of knowledge, such as Apollos,
may be agreeable and receptive to trutmbuexposed to it completely as yet. Such peo-
ple need further teaching in order to Ibeeall the Lord would have them to be.

B. Exactly who these men were or why they dbappear to be associated with the “brethren”
in Ac 18:27 is not stated. They may haweply been a small enclave of John’s disciples
in a populous city, unknown to the othamsil Paul happens upon them. Apollos is now
gone, and Aquila and Priscilla are not timered. They, too, may have departed Ephesus.
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C. Paul's inquiries reveal that these peopteleen baptized into John’s baptism, but they
were unaware of the fullness of blessimtheir lives by the Holy Spirit (Ac 19:2-3).

3. The Message

A. Again, John’s preaching and baptism was prepayaand Paul declares to these men the
One that John anticipated: Jesus ChiistlO:4).

B. Even though the baptism of John was comnthbgleGod, it had a specific purpose and
duration. It was no longer valid. To antthis baptism beyond the scope of God’s inten-
tions for it brings no profit. The sansdrue of the Law of Moses. It, too, was given by
God for a particular time and purposelike the baptism of John, was superceded by
something more perfect.

C.One must act in accordance with the proper covenahich includes the proper baptism,
in order to be pleasing unto Goghis has been consistently demonstrated through. Act

4. The Result

A. “The men were baptized in the name of the LordgJeéic 19:6). Having now learned of
the authority and lordship of Christ, draing been informed of His command to be bap-
tized “for the remission of sins,” thesen gladly comply. There is no argumentation, no
hesitation, no delay until a later weekmonth. There is urgency in obeying the gospel in
its entirety. Thus they are justifiedo@ing called “disciples.”

B. In asubsequendction to their salvation, Paul lays hands on tlaeuat‘the Holy Spirit
came upon them, and they spoke with tongoegrophesied{Ac 19:6). This is consis-
tent with the actions of Peter and Joh8amaria where they imparted spiritual gifts to new
believers in the absence of written Scrip(®\c 8:17-18).

C. We can infer from the first epistle to theri@thians that Paul had done likewise in Corinth.
They had multiple spiritual gifts, inclugi prophecy and speaking in tongues (1 Cor 12-
14), but unfortunately had misused such bilessings of God for their own ambitions.

Observation: Many people who consider themselves true belienesist change when they
learn something new about the faith. Perhapsatmstter of pride, or maybe they find their
current level of knowledge and the lifestyle thed@npanies it too comfortable to change.

But these two stories illustrate one important aspédiscipleship: we must have an openness
to new ideas and be willing to adapt our livesen. It is uncomfortable to admit that one’s
understanding has been incomplete or even erronandst takes effort to investigate and dis-
cover what is right. But Paul, Apollos, Lydia, lader, the Samaritans, the Bereans, the Ephe-
sians, the Jews on Pentecost — all these weragvtl make the necessary changes to please
God. Others were not. May we not be in the latéeegory.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON20: FELIX , FESTUS ANDHEROD AGRIPPA |l

Occasion: (Ac 24:24-26; 26:24-25; 26:26-2%aul is imprisoned in Caesarea, having been
arrested in Jerusalem. He is patiently awaitingist resolution of his case, but he finds the
Roman procurators and Jewish king more interestetieir political maneuverings than in his
freedom. While imprisoned, Paul has opportunitprteach before these men. Unfortunately,
none of them favorably respond to the message.

FELIX (AC 24:24-26)
1. The Audience - Felix and Drusilla
A. Secular history tells of the treachery and tynaof Felix. He ruled with cruelty because
of his high connections in the court ca@lius Caesar (his brother, Pallas, was a close
confidant of Claudius and was extremefijugntial). He had also seduced Drusilla from
her lawful husband to become his thirdewif
B. Why did Felix let Paul languish in prisom tavo years (Ac 24:26)?
2. The Teacher — Paul
A. Paul had gone to Jerusalem fully aware of thegmition that awaited him (cf. Ac 20:22-
23; 21:4, 11). He had been saved fronuadarous mob by the Romans, but now was
awaiting the disposition of his case.
B. What agony this must have been for one s@dito spread the gospel as Paul! Churches
were being undermined by Judaizers; nestdey lay unevangelized; beloved brethren

had not been seen for years. Even th&agth could receive visitors (Ac 24:23), he would
naturally yearn for freedom for the sakéhe kingdom.

3. The Message

A. While Felix had'more accurate knowledge of the WafAc 24:22),"he sent for Paul and
heard him concerning the faith in Chrig4:24).

B. In addition to the general principles tha may assume were spoken by Paul, Luke in-
cludes some specific things addressedttirecFelix. What does Paul “reason” about?

1.
2.
3.

C. Like Jeremiah some 600 years before himl wWas not willing to suppress or sugar coat
the truth in order to gain the favor of baptor (cf. Jer 37:16-20).

49



4. The Result

A. How would you characterize Felix’s reaction lbe tnessage (Ac 24:25)7?

B. What did Felix say he was waiting for inugihg to submit to the gospel?

FESTUS ANDAGRIPPA (AC 26:1-25)
1. The Audience — Festus, Agrippa Il and Bernice

A. Festus tried to correct the injustices and misaggment of Felix, who had been recalled
to Rome to stand trial. Festus inheréslR case as a “leftover” from Felix. He is net a
aware of the Way as his predecessor @©R%520), but Paul tells hiftto the Jews | have
done no wrong, as you very well knq&t 25:10).

B. Festus enlists the help of Agrippa Il wha lsame to Caesarea to welcome the new gover-
nor. Present with Agrippa is Bernice, $iger, who was widely rumored to be incestuous-
ly involved with her brother. Agrippansore well-versed in the political goings on of Pal-
estine, and a great assembly of digngageghers to consider the case against Paul
(Ac 25:23).

C. What must have gone through Paul’'s mindeasrttered the chamber full of the leading
social and political figures of that realide has already been told by the Lord that he
would bear witness in Rome (cf. Ac 23:HI)d he has exercised his right of Roman citi-
zenship to appeal his case to Caesar pAc1212). But for now, he has the chance to
preach the gospel before those who cdted the climate in favor of God’s people.

2. The Message

A. As was the case in Athens, Paul is interruptesti §s he gets to the subject of the resurrec-
tion (cf. Ac 17:32; 26:23-24). This wasdatile issue in that day with many competing
doctrines of Scripture and mythology.

B. Though Paul is giving his personal defenste how he weaves the following spiritual
concepts into the discourse:

1. The hope of the promise made by Gaulitdfathers — 26:6-7. This invokes the entire
history of the Jewish people back twaham as a pertinent issue in this case.

2. Resurrection — 26:8.
3. The vision, commission of Jesus — 2&:64

4. The universal message of salvation:226ncluding repentance, forgiveness, faith and
eternal inheritance (26:18, 20).
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5. The fulfillment of the Old Testament phecies in Christ — 26:22.
6. The execution and resurrection of Chri6:23.
7. The connection between his work of pnéag and the resurrection — 26:23.

C. Paul, himself, is “Exhibit A” for the gospébr he claims to have seen and heard Jesus,
received an apostolic commission, changgdliies from Judaism to Christianity, and
has been engaged in teaching truth abonstCHe is not guilty of apostasy from Juda-
ism; rather, he is preaching the naturémsion of it — Jesus is the Messiah.

3. The Result

A. Festus interrupts with incredulityPaul, you are beside yourself! Much learning isvd
ing you mad!{Ac 26:24).

1. Paul's responsét am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak thedw/of truth and
reason{26:25). Those who have no spiritual inclinationrderest often consider
God’s way to be irrational and sensleJesus’ opponents accused Him of being pos-
sessed by demons.

2. Paul then focuses his attention on gyaj for he seems to think that the king has an in-
sight that might make him more ablgtasp the logic of what he is saying.

B. Paul challenges Agrippa to fully embrace wiebelieves:*King Agrippa, do you believe
the prophets? | know that you do belief&¢ 26:27). Paul calls upon the king to consid-
er his claims in light of the Messianiophecies, which were given to confirm that the
facts surrounding Jesus were, in facgtfdd hundreds of years before.

C. Agrippa’s response has been immortalizegcnpture and the song “Almost Persuaded”
(Ac 26:28). While we do not know the tamanflection of Agrippa’s answer, whether it
was offered wistfully or with a scoff, sg&r history suggests that his “almost” remained
unfulfilled. How does Paul treat Agrippanswer (Ac 26:29)7?

Observation: We must be realistic regarding evangelism: theontgjof the people we talk to
and teach will reject the gospel. We must rebisttémptation to suppress the truth because of
this rejection. The apostles, evangelists anchbeatwe read about in Acts kept trying to teach
those who might listen: groups of philosophersjggnors, kings, fellow inmates, idolaters, mis-
guided Jews, those involved in witchcraft, etc.r @b is to offer and to teach; it is the gospel’s
job to discriminate the saved from the lost.

Felix, Festus and Agrippa had the same opportiaitgspond as others to whom the gospel was
presented. Their rejection of the truth was tbein, not a result of God’s unconditional election
that did not include them. What a pretense, whHatae, what a waste of Paul’s time and breath
if they could notobey by their own free choice. They did havefteedom to choose, and they
chose to reject salvation.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSON21: WHAT ABOUT THE THIEF ON THE CROSS?
1. Why Appeal to the Criminal Who Died Along with Jesus?

A. Usually, people appeal to this episode whemtyyb escape the force of the teaching that
baptism is commanded for the remissiosiis.

B. But even if the story of the thief on thess is an exception to the rule (which it is niig,
exception would not invalidate the rule.

C. The real issue is: Does the NT commandessto be baptized in order to receive forgive-
ness of sins? If it does, then how shewddunderstand this exchange of Jesus with the
thief? Is it an exception? Did baptispplg to the thief? What are the implications of no
being baptized? Let's examine the issoeeralosely.

2. What Happened at Calvary? Luke 23:39-43

A. Jesus has been crucified along with two oth&s His life is ebbing away, one of the
criminals blasphemes Him by chiding akdig ability to save (23:39).

B. The other criminal rebukes the first for imgpertinence (23:40-41). He declares Jesus’
innocence.

C. Whatever else he knew about the Lord, ortidrethis is the first meeting or knowledge of
Jesus (which is highly unlikely, given @neents of the past few months in and around Jeru-
salem), he states his respect for Jesusd*) and requests to be remembetetien you
come into your kingdon{23:42).

1. Again, what the man did or didn’t knawout the kingdom is debatable, especially since
the apostles themselves still dontteha firm grasp of what is unfolding. Still, Jotie
baptist and Jesus have been teacbirtriee years thdthe kingdom is at hand (Mt
3:2; 4:17, 23; etc.). The man mustehsome prior knowledge, for Jesus has not said
anything to him on the present ocaasio

2. The man has nothing to offer at thisypm his life. He, too, is expiring, and all ban
do is exhibit a humble and submissitteude toward Jesus, which he does.

3. Jesus’ response, gracious and magnasiemit was, has filled many with false hopes:
“Assuredly, | say to you, today you will be with MeParadise”(Lk 23:43). This state-
ment is exactly what it appears to bgromise of salvation granted on the spot, clem-
ency, exoneration, forgiveness andgbeance of eternal life to a dying criminal.

D.Question Does this constitute a pattern for salvation untter New Covenant? Should
we understand this exchange to take preoes over every other command and example
that comes afterward? Do the apostles ttits as the precedent for all others to emulate;
specifically, to simply request God’s nyeas did this man with no other obligations?
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3. Defining the Issues

A. What Jesus says to this man takes place witld@rcontext of the Law of Moses. The New
Covenant does not take effect until Jeses (cf. Col 2:14; Heb 9:16-17). Thus, what
Jesus says to this man is not the starafagdlvation to come afterward.

1.0Objection: Jesus said many things while under the Law of Mdsa&isare authoritative
later, like His teaching on divorcaelaemarriage. Why would one apply and not the
other?

2. Answer: Jesus taught some things about the coming spiktagtiom, but not every-
thing. Much supplemental teachingiien by the apostles, and issues are addressed
that Jesus never touched. The spifkingdom was not inaugurated (in an earthly con-
text) until Pentecost when the HolyriBvas poured out upon the apostles and the
terms for entrance into this kingdoerevpreached by Peter. But when the new cove-
nant was established, terms of fongags were clearly stated for all men. The examples
of conversions in Acts demonstrate #llanew believers were expected to comply with
these terms in order to receive theehits of Jesus’ atoning death.

B. Jesus, according to the prerogatives ofrebgety, had the authority to save any person at
any time under any circumstances (cf.:14;8Vk 2:5-7). If He wanted to suspend the de-
mands of the Law of Moses and extend gratlee man, that was His right. (Did the thief
have a chance to offer a trespass offdangis sin?!) We cannot determine common
practice from the unique exercise of davprerogative.

1.0bjection: If Jesus showed the thief special favor, this waukhn that He acted with
partiality, something that Peter daimtl would not do (Ac 10:34).

2.Answer: Showing favoritism does not mean that God giveskegpportunity or bles-
sing to everyone. The Scripturesfalteof examples where God blessed some men
above others. But God does not rggeoian simply on the basis of his race or culture,
“but in every nation whoever fears Him and workghteousness is accepted by Him”
(Ac 10:35).

C. The thief's confession and request amoufdéathbed repentance,” actions undertaken in
the extremity of impending death. We dtiawt make the admission of a man in his dy-
ing moments a rule of life for those wravé the luxury of considering Jesus while in the
vigor of health and wealth of opportunifiyoo, this example is unique in that there were
only two men who ever lived who had suslopportunity presented to them: the two men
that died on either side of the Lord. @tmen died in the Roman Empire that day, but
only two died in close proximity to thersSof God. Only two men could examine their
lives while listening to the Son of Godriiculed and blasphemed. While it seems clear
that God will accept genuine repentan@neat the time of death (cf. Mt 20:1-16), we
certainly should not count on such an efywity. First, no one knows how he will leave
this world, whether suddenly in illnessagcident, or in a state of gradual deterioration.
Secondly, there is no guarantee that @veeath our heart will be subject to repentance.
Many die in a state of spiritual rebellionindifference. A man who deliberately rejects
Christ in the hope that he can obtain jmerche moment of death has sealed his own fate.
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4. Other Objections to the Necessity of Baptism

A. If baptism is necessary, then you are sayingdesr loved one is lost because they weren’t
baptized.

Response:Our reaction to the consequences of the law damarge or nullify the law.

It is truly a sad thing to learn a trutlatt a spouse or parent didn’'t understand or agitbe w
in their life. But our heartache does determine what the law states. If we find oursslv
in rebellion to God because we disagrédb ttis laws or His punishment for disobedience,
such an attitude will keep us at enmitthvod. God is the one who enacts and enforces
His laws; we as His servants merely piatihem. Further, does it make sense to deny
the truth we have learned for the sakih@fdead at the expense of the living? Should we
not put the truth into practice and thgntd convince others of our family and friends to
comply with what we know to be right? Wiall continued denial do but condemn oth-
ers?

B. If what you are saying about baptism is tthen a man who is killed on the way to the
baptistery will be lost.

Response:Again, this is reasoning from a perceivahsequencef the law rather than
what the law actually states. We may alt igason that manslaughter cannot be a law be-
cause it would mean that someone coulcbbegicted of taking a life without intending to

do so. God’s laws are not subject topmrception ofairness. But in addition to this, do

we believe God is so callous and so passrhs to allow the chance forces of nature to
claim a life that is in the process ofsaung redemption?! Does the book of Acts not show
the lengths to which God has gone to affdvation to everyone who desires it? This is
not a serious response to the clear desnain@od regarding baptism.

C. If baptism is necessary, then what abouhalimillions of people who die all over the
world who have never heard of baptism?

Response:Yet again, most of the objections offered stem frompleasant consequences,
not what the law of Christ actually stat@ut this objection goes beyond baptism. What
about all the people who die who neverdied Jesus? What of the people who die who
never repented? This certainly placeseanjum upon the preaching of the gospel, for our
fellow human beings are dying daily inogance of the new covenant of Christ. | person-
ally believe, and | think Acts upholds @renciple, that God will provide a way of salva-
tion to anyone, anywhere who genuinelytwanm know how to be reconciled to Him. The
real issue is natvailability of truth; it isdesirefor it.

Conclusion: The simple command of baptism for the remissiositnd serves as a test of the
heart. Whether we understand its significanceobywhether we agree with God’s right to de-
mand it or not, whether we think it is inconveniesilly or downright humiliating, the command
tests our willingness to comply with God’s wishésd many fail the test, for they have been
trained by Calvinistic doctrines to deny the needaanythingto receive the cleansing of Jesus’
blood. The statements which demand and explaitidmajin the NT are not difficult, ambiguous
or obscure; they are plain and they are illustrétedeal life examples in Acts. The command to
be baptized puts us to the test of obedience flanvery first step of Christian life.
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

LESSONZ22: PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS
1. Different People, Different Responses

A. We have contended in this study that all merelfaee will; they have the choice of how
they respond to God, either through theegal evidence of creation or the special revela-
tion of His word.

1."But the natural man does not receive the thingthefSpirit of God, for they are fool-
ishness to him; nor can he know theecause they are spiritually discerned’ Cor 2:
14).

2. No one will heed the gospel unlessdsedenuine spiritual interests. When men try to
attract the lost with carnal enticetsethey will only attract people with carnal irgsts.

3. In any given society, if spiritual cemas have diminished and carnality holds sway, the
gospel will have little appeal. Suchociety, or individuals within it, must reachsat-
uration” level where it is finally esed that the proliferation of wickedness has not
satisfied the soul.

B. Through God’s providence, the world undenfa political domination and Greek culture
had reached a point call#de fullness of the time{Gal 4:4). The time was “ripe” for the
sending of His Son and the establishmeatspiritual kingdom. Judaism had become
spiritually bankrupt, and the brutalitydammorality of Roman society, together with the
emptiness of idolatry and superstitiord beeated a climate favorable to the gospel.

C. Even so, the gospel only attracted a smalbrity of the citizenry of the first century.
Acts tells of some success in some platese the gospel was preached, and it also tells
of rejection and persecution. There alllays be some people who will listen to the truth,
and the majority will reject it. Not @ultures experience this reaction in the same.ratio

2. Evangelism in Our Culture and Community

A. It is self-evident that both material and phdpkical changes that have taken place in the
United States have made this countryspegsually receptive than in the past.

1. People are more aloof and insulatetieir personal lives. It is harder to make inroads
into people’s schedules for Bible dissions and study.

2. There is a general skepticism abougioels outreach. As more churches fund their pro-
jects through general appeals andgaléhe public, more prospects assume churches
want somethirfgom them when approached. The heart of evangeligviisg to
people what the soul needs most:s@red relationship with God.

3. Entertainment and other amusements;twédnie outgrowths of prosperity, have under-
mined people’s interest in spiritdahgs.
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4.

Divorce has poisoned the well of prasp@as more and more people we encounter are
unlawfully remarried.

B. Just because interest is booming in chatisracles, “New Age” philosophies and other
guasi-religious contextfoes not mearthat people are receptivettee truth. The days of
protracted gospel meetings where many miémational visitors attended over a period of
two or three weeks and were convertechbydbzens are gone.

C. We face many obstacles, some of which aiguerto a small, Bible Belt town where the
church has had a fifty-year presence énciimmunity. What does it take to effectively
evangelize in Hueytown, U.S.A.?

3. What Is Our Responsibility?

A. It is imperative that we remember what our claefyis not: It is not toconvert. That is
the job of the gospel, itself. Our dutytopreachand toexemplifythe truth in our lives.

B. What collective efforts can we make in eva&rang our community?

1.

Sermons and Bible classes offeredgaldic venue. This is what we do every week
from our building as well as three@pkefforts by visiting speakers during the year.
Granted, many people are reluctagotto a strange place and seek out knowledge of
God, but the city of Hueytown cannay & doesn’t have access to the preaching and
teaching of the gospel.

. Occasional articles in published aceanals. This has been done in the pasiiia

Western Stand presently iThe Shopping News.

. Billboards advertising an opportunity €Eorrespondence courses (done last spring).

. SpringFest booth to advertise our presen the community (washed out in 2002;

done 2001).

. Neighborhood home studies. Some ohuiddle school classes have attracted young

prospects.

. Other? Mailed literature? More Bibtarespondence course distribution? More news-

paper articles? Radio programs? eBeisitor contact? Sermon cassett&i8cuss.

C. How can we improve our individual efforts?

1. Identify your own abilities. Not even@can take someone from an initial conversation

through baptism. But can you leavendormational flier with your waitress? Your
cashier? Your bank teller? Can yoilesand offer a simple: “We’d welcome your
visit!”? Warmth, friendliness and g@miconcern can open many doors in this cold,
cruel world. But remember: we are tnging to convert people to a friendly church;
we are trying to convert them to tiawvior!
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2. Pray for opportunities. We have seenunstudy how much the providence of God was
involved in putting seeker and teadbgether. Is it any different today? Fervent pray
that God would open a door of oppotu(Col 4:3) might lead us to those who are
searching.

3. Heighten our awareness of the lostyétravill help do this, but that is not the only rea
son to pray. We must learn to segtuple around us every day — co-workers, fellow
shoppers, strangers — as being in otttk gospel. Maintain a list of contacts that yo
can pray for, send meeting announcesienian occasional card of concern, etc. Be es-
pecially aware of those who attendwarship and reach out to them.

4. Study the Bible to give us more confickem our ability to handle a spiritual conversa-
tion. We may avoid religious interactiwith people because we are uncertain of our
knowledge. Or, we may with all gooteimtion say something misleading to those with
whom we discuss the Bible. There isunbstitute for knowledge and experience. You
only get knowledge by study, and yoly @et experience by interacting with people.

5. Don’t shut ourselves off from sociefhhis is the tendency we are facing in our electron-
ic world. Cell phones, answering maelsi computer accounts, drive-thrus and other
conveniences serve to insulate us fotimers. When we are too busy with life and only
take the convenient route, we not dobe the opportunity to let our light shine, we sim
ply lose the richness of getting towrymeople by talking to them and spending time with
them.

4. When All Is Said and Done
A. In the parable of the sower (Mt 13:18-23), Jedaarly identifiedthe soilas being recep-
tive to the seed or resistant to it. dtswot the fault of the sower or the seed whemtise
pel was rejectdalit the soil. Not all soil is equally receptive, as seen ingheable.
B. Whatis notin our control:

1. Whether the soil in Hueytown is fertlenot. We can do little about the community’s
negative prejudices and assumptionsitatur beliefs or past influences that have dam-
aged our reputation.

2. The content of the gospel. We musthatas it is, without excuse or apology (but
with love). This alone will drive mapeople away, especially in our time of dimin-
ished personal responsibility, hedibimidesires and doctrinal liberality.

C. Whats in our control:

1. How much we love and care for the lbsty often we pray for them and ask God to use
us in reaching out to them.

2. Our personal courage in speaking outihfe gospel.

3. How well we model the principles of @p@spel in our personal lives.
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Copy these sheets to begin a file of people you Wi try and influence. Or make up your
own system. “Even a blind hog can root up an acoravery once in a while” may work in
golf, but we need to be a bit more deliberate in s&ing the lost.

Prospect List

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:
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Prospect List

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:
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Prospect List

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:
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Prospect List

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Visited at worship:

Religious affiliation:

Send card or called:
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