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A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 1: In the Footsteps of the Prophets

“God, who at various times and in different wayslegpin time past to the fathers by the pro-
phets, has in these last days spoken to us bydtis.S - Hebrews 1:1-2a.

This passage does not deny human agency in theliryef the new covenant, it merely affirms
that the Son, Himself, was sent into the worldebver the foundational truths about His person
upon which His covenant would rest. It was cleavithin the purview of His divine authority to
use any human agency He deemed fit to assist Htireiprocess of establishing His kingdom.
In fact, Hebrews goes on to speak of such humamcgge

“... how shall we escape if we neglect so greatlaation, whichat the first began to be spoken
by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those vdawchHim, God also bearing wit-ness both
with signs and wonders, with various miracles, gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own
will?” - Hebrews 2:3-4.

This process has a parallel in the Old Covenamiséd was a prophet in the general sense of the
term, but he was more than a prophet, as God ntd@sin His rebuke of Miriam and

prophet: one who speaks forth or openly, a proclaimer of a divine message ... the prophet
was one who had immediate intercourse with God. ... one in whom the message from God
springs forth or one to whom anything is secretly communicated (W.E. Vine, Exposi-
tory Dictionary of New Testament Words, Vol. 3, p. 222)

Aaron (Num 12:2, 6-8). Moses was the mediator betwisrael and Jehovah, the one who ini-
tially “received the living oracles{Ac 7:38) on Mt. Sinai for the development of adbeatic
nation; hence, the term “the Law of Moses.” Butfam agents continued to supplement, clarify
and apply the Law of Moséas they were moved by the Holy Spir{2 Pet. 1:21), and thus the
whole of divine revelation under the old dispermatbecomes known dthe Law of Moses and
the Prophets'(Mt 7:12; 11:13; 22:40; Lk 24:44; Jn 1:45; Ac 28123

Thus, as we shall see in this study, the Law ofs€lencompasses the teaching He gave in
Person as well as the divinely inspired supplentéaszhing of His credentialed spokesmen -
the apostles.

1. What feature makes the present dispensétimse last days?

2. T/F All the law that Israel would ever need wagegi through Moses at Mt. Sinai.

3. Who guided the Old Testament prophets as theyesfmthe people?

4. What passage is called “law” in 1 Cor 14:217? rl3:25?

5. How did God bear witness to the words of salvatipaken by those who had heard Christ?
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A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 2: Selection and Appointment of the Aposte

Great expectations had been raised among Israbkelgyreaching of a great prophet, John, who
spoke of repentance in preparation for the comfrigpeMessiah. Israelites came from all over
Palestine to listen to John and be baptized of Among the crowd at Bethabara (or Bethany)
were several men from Galilee: Peter, Andrew,iplihd John (probably) from Bethsaida, and
Nathanael (probably Bartholomew) from Cana (se&:38-49). Jesus, returning from the wil-
derness temptation, came to Bethabara and wasfidétty John asthe Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world{dn 1:29-36). Based on this testimony, thesel€zels began to
follow Jesus convinced thawve have found Him of whom Moses in the law, arsw dhe
prophets, wrote - Jesus of Nazareth (Ji 1:45). Shortly thereafter, Jesus began workiggs
which further convinced His disciples of His idéyn{iJn 2:11).

It was not until about a year later, however, thestus selected His first permanent disciples.
Peter, Andrew, James and John were called whileakygtengaged in their occupations (Mk
1:16-20). Luke say&hey forsook all and followed Him{Lk 5:11). Matthew, called by Jesus
from the tax office;left all, rose up, and followed Him{Lk 5:27-28). Jesus did not overwhelm
these men with some sort of mystical power; theyeard His teaching, seen His works, con-
sidered His already widespread fame, and trustled’d@rophetic testimony. They made an
informed decision to sacrifice worldly pleasuraab@ions and security for an unknown future of
commitment to the Lord.

It is still later that Jesusalled His disciples to Him; and from them He ckdwelve whom He
also named apostlegLk 6:12-16). Based on later statements from tbegels, it is clear

apostle: a delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders ... Specially applied to the
twelve disciples whom Christ selected, out of the multitude of his adherents, to be his con-
stant companions and the heralds to proclaim to men the kingdom of God (J.H. Thayer,
Greek/English Lexicon of the New Testament, p. 68)

that the apostles did not yet fully appreciaterthae. Peter is uncertain of the reward for the
sacrifices he has made (Mt 19:27-30). Carnal dgjuabover prominent positions in Jesus’
kingdom will continue even up to the night of bgala These men yet have much to learn before
they carf'go ... and make disciples of all the nation@it 28:19).

1. How are Andrew and John (likely) described in Bb2:

2. What characteristic enables Nathanael to so resslibgnize Jesus (Jn 1:47)?

3. What shows the intense desire of Peter, Andremedaand John to follow Jesus?

4. T/F The term “apostle” always refers either te tivelve or Paul in the NT.

5. Comment on the social/educational status of thetig®(see Ac 4:13).



A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 3: The Development of the Apostles (1)

The apostles were not to be merely miracle-worknayithpieces for God; they, like Moses,
needed leadership character in order to be us&huir minds had to be cleansed of the
hypocritical, pretentious religiosity of the Phaes; thus Jesus teaches them not to give, pray,
fast or dress for show (Mt 6:2-8, 16-18; 23:5), twotrave religious titles or the best seats (Mt
23:6-10), not to infringe upon God's laws by hunt@ditions (Mt 15:1-14). Instead they were
to be as humble and unassuming as little childwnl@:1-5); they were to be last that they
might be first (Mt 23:12; Lk 13:30; 14:11); they rgeo wash one another’s feet (Jn 13:15-17).

The apostles also needed to change their outlodkeo@entiles, for they would eventually be
taking the gospel to them. They needed to dumdittsgon of Jewish superiority and realize
that God appreciates true faith in all men. Thasud had not found such great faith in all of
Israel like the centurion’s (Lk 7:9); great was 8yo-Phoenician woman'’s faith (Mt 15:28); and
more neighborly was the Samaritan than the priekewite (Lk 10:30-37).

With every miracle Jesus worked, the apostles &shnot only of the unlimited power of Jesus
but of His care and compassion for them and fomaih. He fed thousands (Mt 14:13-21),
healed a soldier who was arresting Him (Lk 22:8&)med a raging storm on the Sea of Galilee
(Mt 8:23-27); He even demonstrated power over diesgf (Lk 7:11-17; 8:49-56; Jn 11:43-44).
As they watched Him exercise divine power and hétind teach heavenly truths, they were
learning what would be expected of them when comimied and sent forth.

Through the passage of time, the disciples’ batiatures fronfWho can this be, that even the
winds and the sea obey Him@It 8:27)to “Truly You are the Son of GodMt 14:33) to

“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the wordstefnal life. Also we have come to believe
and know that you are the Christ, the Son of Wiadi God” (Jn 6:68-69; cf. Mt 16:16). These
men were selected, not for their theological tragnibusiness acumen or political clout but for
open minds and receptive hearts that would acbeptrtaths of the coming kingdoniit has

been given to you to know the mysteries of thedkimgof heaven ... blessed are your eyes for
they see, and your ears for they hear; for assyrdday to you that many prophets and
righteous men desired to see what you see, andadigee it, and to hear what you hear, and did
not hear it” (Mt 13:11, 16-17).

1. Where did Moses go for his leadership training? avdharacter trait did he learn there?
2. How well did the Phariseésit in Moses’ seat”(Mt 23:2)7?

3. What did the apostles need to learn about theiléght Who was the first to fully learn it?
4. How would the calming of Galilee help the apositetheir later suffering for Him?

5. Why did the apostles stay with Jesus when theitndés left Him in Jn 6?



A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 4: The Development of the Apostles (2)

As the apostles’ convictions regarding the deityegus grew, Jesus began to teach them the
harsher lessons of what lay ahead in the futureey heeded to understand that the kingdom was
spiritual, not material, and that it would be foeddot upon Jesus’ long life but His premature
death. They also needed to realize that the weoladld oppose the kingdom and them as ambas-
sadors of it (Mt 5:11-12; Jn 15:18-21; 16:1-4).eTdpostles had difficulty in accepting these
concepts. Peter rebuked Jesus when He first nmaatiblis death (Mt 16:21-23), and the
apostles continued to struggle with the idea af fpewerful and popular Lord coming to an
untimely end: Lk 9:43-45; 18:31-34; 24:19-27.

Jesus said and did many things during His life Hiatapostles did not understand until later:

His words about resurrecting the temple in threes dan 2:19-22); the particulars of the tri-
umphal entry into Jerusalem (Jn 12:16); the wasbfribeir feet (Jn 13:7). Jesus said to them on
the eve of His death| have many things to say to you, but you canrezrithem now(Jn

16:12). Preconceptions, anxieties and emotioagilfty all served to limit the capacity of the
apostles’ understanding in the three years thatsd@as with them. These limitations would be
supplemented at a later time by an endowment dfitite Spirit who would teach, guide and
empower them in their apostolic work.

The Jews had long awaited the restoration of Dauitfone and the resurgence of political
dominance, but Jesus was building a spiritual kimgdather than a carnal one (Lk 17:20-21).
Thus the disciples were concerned with seats obh@vik 10:35ff); James and John are ready to
call down the fire of heaven upon a Samaritan gélé_k 9:54-56); Peter defends Jesus against
arrest with a sword (Jn 18:10; Mt 26:51-54). Jddimsself said to Pilate'lf My kingdom were

of this world, My servants would fight, so thahbsld not be delivered to the Jews (Jh

18:36). Over the course of time, the apostlestbaearn that they were enlisting in a spiritual
battle which would not be foughaccording to the flesh,that they would bécasting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itsgHiast the knowledge of God, bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Chri€"Cor 10:3-6).

In order then for the apostles to serve Jesustafédy, they had to develop in knowledge and
character, embodying the principles of the kingdbat they were to preach to the world.

1. The disciples would be persecuted as the who were before them.

2. What caused Peter to rebuke Jesus when He fokesgf His coming death?

3. What did James and John not understand when tkey &s destroy the Samaritans?
4. Thought: If Jesus kingdom were of this world, wkiad of things might the church do?

5. Compare Jesus’ teaching of the disciples whenditeyot fully understand to the training
of children.



A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 5: Peter, James and John

Among the original twelve apostles, more attenisofocused upon Peter, James and John than
the other nine. These three are allowed to witttessaising of Jairus’ daughter (Lk 8:51) and
the transfiguration (Mt 17:1) and are chosen bygdés comfort Him in Gethsemane (Mt 26:37).
Peter is the most active character in the goshedyold and impulsive nature single him out for
mention on numerous occasions. John refers todtiras the disciple whom Jesus loved, and at
His death Jesus entrusts the care of His mothéigdoeloved friend. James may be emphasized
for a different reason; he will be the first of #ngostles to die in service to Christ (Ac 12:2).

It is only natural for some personalities to coméhe forefront, and it is certainly Christ’s pre-
rogative to use His apostles in various ways aséés fit. What must be guarded against in this
connection is a two-fold error that has given tséhe Catholic papacy: first, there is no indica-
tion that any one apostle had more authority freaven than another, and secondly there is no
basis in Scripture for apostolic succession. &, fas we shall later see, the qualifications of an
apostle specifically preclude anyone living beytimel generation of Christ.

Jesus’ statement to Peter in Mt 16:18 has long theepillar of papal power. But neither a casu-
al reading nor a technical analysis of the passaljjsupport the Catholic interpretation which
gives Peter preeminence over the others. Consider:
1) Peter is petros a detached stone, rock or pebble; Jesus would Higs church upon petra,
a massive, immovable foundation which cannanbged (see Mt 7:24-25; 27:51, 60). No
man could ever serve as the foundation bedvbodemption.

2) Jesus is expressly identified as the rock laidion (Rom 9:33; 1 Pet 2:6-8). Jesus was the
One the Jews stumbled over, not Peter (sea 1.28).

3) Peter was given the keys of the kingdom whichnepl the door first to the Jews on Pentecost
and then to the Gentiles via Cornelius. Thés wertainly a privilege for Peter but did not con-
stitute preeminence.

4) Jesus expressly forbade calling any man “fathred religious sense (Mt 23:9), but this is
precisely the meaning of “pope” - papa.

1. Who was the firsapostleto die as a martyr?

2. Who was the firsapostleto see Jesus after His resurrection? (see Lki24:3

3. What had God revealed to Peter that was to bothelation of Christ’s church?
4. What two errors is the Catholic papacy built upon?

5. How would 1 Cor. 9:5 disqualify Peter as a firshtury pope?



A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 6: Trial Runs

Toward the end of the Galilean ministry, after esiee teaching, training and traveling, the time
comes for the apostles to gain “hands-on” expederesus sends the twelve throughout Galilee
“to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the siflk 9:2; see Matthew’s full account, 10:1-
42; 11:1). Note the following points:

1) The apostles are endowed with miraculous poierdQ:1, 8) which is employed to substan-
tiate the divine origin of their message (nbie frequent connection in Scripture between
preaching/miracles - Lk 9:6; Mk 16:20; Ac 4:30: 14.3; etc.).SeeingJesus’ power was one
thing;exercisingit was another.

2) The apostles are urged to rely upon divine giowni as they preach (Mt 10:9-11). Such a
stipulation would heighten their dependencenugod and teach them not to be overly con-
cerned with material cares. They will needhrssiagular trust in their later work.

3) The apostles are given a glimpse of the futafature which holds persecution, rejection and
hatred by the world (Mt 10:16-22). Jesus walesn, advises them, promises them help of
the Holy Spirit, and assures them of salvaitothhe end. Proper respect for God and trust in
His care will enable them to endure the tradead (Mt 10:24-31).

4) The apostles successfully complete their misgibimout Jesus’ direct presence - Mk 6:30-
32. This is a big step in their preparationtfe full commission to follow.

A second, larger-scale preaching mission occutsgjisw months before Jesus’ death; this time
seventy disciples (including, presumably, the dpseytaire sent throughout Judea (Lk 10:1-24).
Similar instructions are given, and miraculous p@age again assigned. When the disciples
return victoriously, Jesus warns them against @tdenming from their power&\evertheless

do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are suljjexyou, but rather rejoice because your names
are written in heaven.”

God has always given adequate preparation to thbheewill be leaders in His affairs among
men: Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, etc. Evewsaan be assured that He will prepare us
for whatever circumstance He may allow in our lives

1. What did the apostles preach about the kingdoml)? The seventy (Lk 10:9, 11)?

2. What does “shake off the dust from your feet” maad how might it apply to us?

3. What would the gospel do to families (Mt 10:21;3%)? Who is not worthy of Christ?

4. How does Jesus view the victory of the seventy deenons (Lk 10:18)?

5. Why are the disciples specially blessed (Lk 1®2%? Is it the same for us?



A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 7: Promise of the Holy Spirit

The prophet Joel indicated that the new covenanidvoe accompanied by a widespread pour-
ing out of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-29), and Johdicated a coming baptism with the Spirit by
the Messiah (Mt 3:11). This influence of the HBIgirit is crucial to the establishment of the
kingdom and its duration through the ages, b vital to rightly judge the Spirit's work
according to the Scriptures. Many errors resolnfimishandling this subject.

The setting of John 14-16 is a private observah&assover with His apostles only (Mt 26:20).
Of these Jesus sayschose you and appointed you that you should ga bear fruit, and that
your fruit should remain ...(Jn 15:16). He also differentiates the apostldsignprayer of Jn

17: “I do not pray for these alone, but also for thagko will believe in Me through their word
..." (17:20). To them Jesus says the Holy Spwill“teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all things that | said to yo{dh 14:25-26).

The purpose for this manifestation of the Spirilso given:“And you also will bear witness,
because you have been with Me from the beginniigy15:26-27). This special status is
stressed throughout the earlier portions of Acts;“/And we are witnesses of all things which
He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusale” (Ac 10:39-42). This promise of the
Spirit is expressly related to the completion ofinke revelation:“l still have many things to say
to you, but you cannot bear them now. Howevernwies the Spirit of truth has come, He will
guide you into all truth ... and He will tell yohihgs to come{Jn 16:13).

Comforter: in the widest sense, a helper, succorer, aider, assistant; so of the Holy Spirit
destined to take the place of Christ with the apostles (after his ascension to the Father), to
lead them to a deeper knowledge of gospel truth, and to give them the divine strength needed
to enable them to undergo trials and persecutions on behalf of the divine kingdom (J.H.
Thayer, p. 483)

Thus, the apostles are specified as special retgpad the Holy Spirit. From the apostles others
would receive lesser miraculous endowments, andahéy for a limited duration. But the
apostles have a direct appointment, peculiar adbgsita hard destiny; therefore they have the
promise of divine enlightenment and comfort foritlieundational task (Eph 2:20).

1. What lies in the apostles’ future (Jn 16:1-2)? YWhid Jesus’ words help them avoid?

2. Why had Jesus not said these things to the apasdltier (Jn 16:4)?

3. How does Jn 17:12 help identify the group to whasud promises the Holy Spirit?
4. What promise is repeated that gives the apostiesge (Jn 14:13; 15:7, 16; 16:23-24)?

5. Did these promises apply to Judas as well? Supgpartanswer with Scripture.



A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 8. The Commission of the Apostles

It is crucial to a proper application of the Sauigs to consideilo whomcertain things are said.
If there is warrant for a broader application tbest (as generally with the epistles), then such
application should be made. But when certain psesior commands are limited to a specific
person or group, it is irresponsible to extend thieyond the target recipients.

After promising the Holy Spirit to the apostlestjtisree nights before, the resurrected Jesus now
“breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive thy/ S$pirit. If you forgive the sins of any,

they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins oy ahey are retained{Jn 20:22-23). This

reflects the binding and loosing power promisethtoapostles (Mt 16:19; 18:18) and has to do
with the laws of the kingdom which they will delivas Christ’'s ambassadors. This statement of
Jesus is symbolic and preparatory, for He had atdicthat the Spirit would not come as long as
He was among them (Jn 16:7). It would be 39 dayt desus would ascend and yet another ten
days before the Spirit would come in an obviousnistakable manner.

In Galilee, Jesus gives the orders for which Hesmbtbng prepared His apostlé$o ... and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing therteaching them to observe all things that |
have commanded yoMt 28:19-20). Later, at His ascension in Judeaus specifically
addressed His apostles sayiti@ghold, | send the Promise of My Father upon yout tarry in

the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with @ofrom on high”(Lk 24:49). This promise is
identified by Luke asyou shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not nyasiays from now'{Ac

1:5). The power to come upon them is also desgribBut you shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be@sses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the eartAt 1:8).

witness: (Used) specifically for the witnesses of the risen Lord, who by this very qualifica-
tion are authorized and legitimated as his witnesses among the nations ... the way of a
witness is a way of rejection, suffering, and possibly also of death; ... it is distinguished ...
by the full proclamation of the message of Christ (NIDNTT, Vol. 3, p. 1044)

The commission, witness, authority, and the prorars power of the Holy Spirit all give the
apostles a high profile in the kingdom. Their @i and words must not be taken lightly.

1. What must be considered when studying promisesanmumands in the Scriptures?

2. While the Holy Spirit was a promise to the apasttn what condition would he come?
3. Is baptism with the Holy Spirit for all ChristighsHow was it limited?

4. Why did the Holy Spirit come upon the apostlesarudalem rather than Galilee?

5. How would the apostles know when the Holy Spiatiltome upon them?
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Lesson 9: The Apostles on Pentecost

Now that Jesus has completed the earthly phasésakHemptive work, it is time to activate

the apostles. Apostles stand at the head of déigeig which the human elements of the heaven-
ly kingdom are mentioned:And God has appointed these in the church: fagostles, second
prophets, third teachers ..(1 Cor 12:28);"... having been built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets ..(Eph 2:20);"And He Himself gave some to be apostles, somehatsp
..." (Eph 4:11); and consider the twelve foundationthefwalls of New Jerusalent.-. on them
were the names of the twelve apostles of the LgR&V 21:14). Thus, the first manifestations
of Jesus’ rule in heaven begins with them on Pestec

The coming of the Spirit in Acts 2 is almost unsaty applied to all 120 disciples of Jesus men-
tioned in Ac 1:15. But these were rat of Jesus’ disciples, for Paul mentions a resuimecti
appearance to 500 brethren (1 Cor 15:6); these mverely gathered for the occasion of selecting
Judas’ replacement. The episode in Ac 1:15-2@isglimectly connected with the events men-
tioned immediately before or after. The questinses: Why do people insist on these 120
disciples being baptized with the Spirit to thelagmn of disciples elsewhere? In fact, a careful
examination of Acts 1-2 will show that the prima&mphasis is upon tregostles rather than the
other brethren:

1) Follow the “pronoun trail” - the apostles (1:2)to whom ... by them ... and being assembled
together with them (1:4), etc. through 1:8 wherefiwe, “and you shall be witnesses to Me ...”
After the appointment of Matthias, 1:26 saysnd he was numbered with the ele\apostles.”

The pronoun trail then continues into Ac 2: thiagy, them, them, etc.

2) Peter wasstanding withthe eleven ... for these are not drunk ..(Ac 2:14-15).

3) Those who heard the Spirit-induced languagesk saiare not all these who spe&ali-

leans’ (Ac 2:7)? The pronoun trail leads back to the ntapostles” in 1:26, and further con-
firmation of this is found in the address of thgelrto the apostles after the ascensibten of
Galilee...” (1:11). Itis unwarranted to assume that the 12fewall Galileans.

It is clear by distant and immediate context, byn@un reference and by explicit statement that
the Holy Spirit came upothe apostles only even as Jesus had promised to them. No man today
should expect a baptism in the Spirit on the bakighat happened on Pentecost.

1. Where are the “men of Galilee” (Ac 1:11) namedhod/dre they?

2. When might Jesus have given instructions concgritia replacement of Judas (Ac 1:3)?

3. What criteria did Matthias have to meet to be postie? Who chose Matthias?

4. Who was'with one accord in one place?”

5. Who was thought to be drunk? From whom did thevgrg Jews seek guidance (2:37)?
10



A Study of Apostleship
Lesson 10: The Apostles and the Fledgling Church

The apostles play a crucial role in the earliegsdd the church. In Jesus’ absence, they assume
by divine commission and power the mantle of leslgipramong the disciples.

Witnesses. Having the first opportunity to use the keys of kiregdom, Peter explains to the
amazed Jews the events transpiring before themaffiies the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus, of which he saysye are all withessesTAc 2:32). He asserts the same truth in his
second sermon (Ac 3:15). When threatened by thbehin, Peter and John decléie we
cannot but speak the things which we have seemaad” (Ac 4:20). As the church grewthe
apostles gave witness to the resurrecti¢At 4:33). Then, the Sanhedrin is told a secome {i
“And we are His witnesses to these thing&t 5:32). Eyewitness testimony which cannot be
disproven is a powerful influence.

Miracles. Miracles have been bestowed by God at various ttmesnfirm the words of His
prophets. They served as credentials for Jesug:%), and they would do the same for His
apostles. We have already established that thésb@ measure of the Spirit was given to the
apostles only; further confirmation of this is timitation of miracles to them in the early
chapters of Acts: 2:43; 3:6; 4:16, 33; 5:12, ¥8hile we shall document the limited extension
of miracles to othersthe signs of an apostleet these special men apart (2 Cor 12:12).

Teaching. Teaching the truth was at the heart of Christ’s massion of the apostles. The first
Christians were converted by and nurtured upon diestles’ doctrine” (Ac 2:42), and the apos-
tles continued to teach thereafter (Ac 4:1-2). chaay the truth was also the great threat that
Jesus said it would be; thus, the offended Sanhéaifbade the apostles to teach further (Ac
4:18). Incensed that their orders were disobepeldiae apostles had filled Jerusalem with their
doctrine (Ac 5:28), the Sanhedrin again arrestagustles. But they are released by an angel
and told td‘Go, stand in the temple and speak to the peopléhalwords of this life{Ac 5:20-

21, 25).

These'uneducated and untrained merfAc 4:13)“did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus
as the Christ’(Ac 5:42), testifying both to the strength of theersonal character and the
heavenly power working through them to reveal diaw. Christians of all ages are indebted to
these men and should hold their authority and iaegah the highest regard.

1. For what did the apostles pray in Ac 4:29-307?

2. What passage does Ac 4:8 fulfill?

3. What could the Sanhedrin not deny (Ac 4:16)?

4. In what did the first Christians continue steatlj&s How can we do the same?

5. What evidence is there in Acts 2-5 that the 12€hii received the baptism of the Spirit?

11



A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 11: Expansion of the Kingdom

As the kingdom grows both geographically and in samity dynamics, it soon reaches a point
unmanageable by the apostles alone. When an ihgtuation in the Jerusalem church threat-
ens to encroach upon the apostles’ commission (Ac49, seven men are specially appointed to
oversee the matter. The next two chapters of faciss on two of these men, Stephen and
Philip, as they share in the apostolic work of pheag with miraculous credentials.

Immediately after the prayer and physical toucthefapostles during the appointment,
“Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonsland signs among the peopl&c 6:8).
Stephen’s martyrdom ignited a persecution agaesthurch in Jerusalem which served as
God’s way of pushing the maturing Christians outhef nest (Ac 8:4). The apostles remained in
Jerusalem (Ac 8:1), but Philip went to Samaria ‘gndached Christ to them{Ac 8:5),

performing signs and miracles as did Stephen (B€7813). Where did they get this power?

At this early stage of the church, without writtewelation and with too few apostles, congre-
gations needed direct divine help for growth andettgoment. Thus unfolds the widespread
bestowal of spiritual gifts alluded to by Peteiien2:17-18. This process required the direct
presence of an apostle, fohrough the laying on of the apostles’ hands th@yHSpirit was
given” (Ac 8:18). Peter and John come from Jerusaleno toidthe Samaritan church what
Philip could not do and Jesus would not do direltdyn heaven (Ac 8:14-15, 17).

Afterward, Peter and John preach throughout San@&d®:25), and Philip preaches along the
south Mediterranean seacoast unto Caesarea whappheently stays for many years (Ac 8:40;
21:8-9). Paul later makes reference to persec@hrgstians in foreign cities (Ac 26:11) with
Damascus specifically mentioned in Ac 9. Peteareisathroughout Palestine visiting brethren in
Lydda and Joppa (Ac 9:32, 35, 38, 43), and thraughnoteworthy miracles helps convert many
others.

While the apostles are uniquely endowed with pcavel purpose, they are not the nucleus of an
earth-centered kingdom. The teaching of many ditigistians and the exercise of spiritual gifts
combine with the effort of the apostles to estdblecal, autonomous communities of believers.
These churches will follow the apostles’ doctribet they are independent in their work and

their application of divine laws in their own aff&i The apostles are of paramount importance in
the early church, but their direct contributionlwdiiminish as time passes.

1. T/F Stephen is the first Christian other than pos#le to work miracles.

2. How is Philip described in Acts 21:8?

3. What two miracles helped convert people in Lydglaaron and Joppa?

4. What does Philip’'s example say about a preachgingtén one location for a long time?

5. T/F The apostles didn’t need any help in preaghanthe whole world.
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A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 12: Reaching Out to the Gentiles

Extending the gospel to the Gentiles was a diffiand delicate step in the development of the
kingdom. The groundwork for this transition waisl len two major conversions in two different
places: in Damascus, that of a hyper-zealous &evdn stamping out Christianity (Paul, Ac 9),
and in Caesarea that of a godly Gentile (Cornefias]0).

It is not explained in Scripture why Jesus congidehe original apostles insufficient for this
task; nevertheless, Paul was appointed for thiemaking as an aposttborn out of due time”

(1 Cor 15:8). Paul’'s commission was primarily bat exclusively concerned with the Gentiles
(Ac 9:15; 22:21; 26:17; Gal 1:16; 1 Tim 2:7; 2 TimL1). Certainly Paul's formal education,
Roman citizenship, and character traits such #éative, tenacity and open-mindedness aided
him in one of the greatest challenges God hasmaeed before a single human being.

Peter is again chosen to use the keys of the kmgaiad set a precedent for preaching to the
Gentiles. His reluctance to address Corneliusdgated by the miraculous inducements to go
to Caesarea (Ac 10:9-16, 19-20, 28-29), and hislasion about the fitness of the Gentiles for
fellowship is confirmed by the pouring out of theil® upon them (Ac 10:44-48). Peter is criti-
cized upon his return to Jerusalem for associatitiy the Gentiles (Ac 11:2-4), but he effective-
ly defends his actions. Peter’s reference to Restandicates that the baptism of the Spirit
experienced by the apostles on that occasion hexd inéique and unduplicated in the intervening
years (Ac 11:15-17).

The focus now shifts away from Jerusalem to Antjabh first place where numerous Gentiles
were converted. Paul joins Barnabas in this greak (Ac 11:19-26). The fact that none of the
original apostles went to Antioch reflects a diersiof labor mentioned later by Patllames,
Cephas, and John ... gave me and Barnabas themmid of fellowship, that we should go to
the Gentiles and they to the circumcisé@al 2:7-9).

The rest of the book of Acts details the travel®atil as he discharges his apostolic commis-
sion. Judaistic prejudices from within and Jewishsecution and natural calamity (famine)
from without will plague the Jerusalem church imiog days. The work of many of the
apostles is silently passed over in the Scripturesthe effect of their labor is evident as the
Roman Empire is increasingly saturated with thesags of the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

1. Jesus told Ananias that Paul would be sent to wlaases of men?

2. T/F As the apostle to the Gentiles, Paul wasitisetb convert a Gentile.

3. T/F It took the laying on of an apostle’s hanalgmpart the Spirit to Cornelius.

4. Why do you think Paul, being a Jew, wasn’t sertheoJews (Ac 21:27-31; 22:18, etc.)?

5. Who agreed to concentrate their efforts upon #ves2
13



A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 13: Apostolic Authority

Though the message of the kingdom is now sweepiogigh the Roman Empire by various
agents, the apostles are of central importanceegsfulfill their appointed role. Jesus had
promised that they woultit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribddsyael” (Mt 19:28;
Lk 22:28-30). This would not be arbitrary or perabjudgment but as authorized revealers of
Christ’'s law. Their representative authority makemm“ambassadors for Christ{2 Cor 5:20).
The apostles only wear the title“‘ofinisters of the new covenantJesus had given thefthe
ministry of reconciliation”;and by virtue of their special duties they arenisters of God” (2
Cor 3:5-6; 5:18; 6:4). Thusn their activities, the ministry of the Church wao related to the
ministry of Christ that it was Christ Himself whaswnourishing, sustaining, and directing His
Church” (ISBE, Vol. 1, p. 195).

Jesus gave His apostles authority to build ratien tdestroy (2 Cor 10:8; 13:10). In their im-
maturity, James and John wanted power to destio®:%4), but this was not to be the nature of
Christ’s kingdom. Paul did temporarily blind a manapostolic authority (Elymas), but this was
to highlight the truth of God against Elymas’ pesrens (Ac 13:10-12). The sentence of heaven
passed upon Ananias and Sapphira in the earlywdaysot done through an apostle but would
have undoubtedly produced awe and respect for thiese spokesmen (Ac 5:1-11).

The sphere of edification includes teaching, extam, the correction of ungodly behavior and
opposition to false, corrupting ideas. Thus Paaing the Corinthians of his coming to them
with a rod (1 Cor 4:21), and he commands the disef the incestuous brother having already
judged his guilin absentia(1 Cor 5:3-5). Even this, however, wésat his spirit may be saved

in the day of the Lord Jesus.”

To wield such power without humility would corrugntd destroy the possessor. Therefore,
like Moses who had to learn humility as a refugelidian, the apostles learned humility from
the Master, Himself, and Paul had ttisorn in the flesh ... a messenger of Satan st Ide
exalted above measurg¢2 Cor 12:7). While the apostles do command, noften they urge,
beg, beseech, exhort, desire, implore, plead arslipee. The preference of gentle appeal is
demonstrated by Paul in Philemon 8-10. In rebukiregCorinthians for placing too much
emphasis upon men, Paul sdickt a man so consider us, as servants of Christ stewards of
the mysteries of God(1 Cor 4:1).

1. What was/was not the focus of the apostles’ preac( Cor 4:5)?

2.Who are the earthen vessels of 2 Cor 4:7? Con#iderontext.

3. What was the opposite of the rod in 1 Cor 4:217?

4. List some of the things that helped keep the apss$timble (2 Cor 4:7-11; 6:4-10).

5. How are the apostles “judging the twelve tribessodel” even now?
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A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 14: The Apostles’ Doctrine

Jesus instructed His apostles to make discipled aations and teach thefo observeall

things that | have commanded yo(Mt 28:19). The apostles received the very waritkhe

Holy Spirit who revealed to thefall truth” (Jn 16:13; 1 Cor 2:10-13). Paul’s preaching to the
Thessalonians wdsvelcomed ... not as the word of men, but asimisuth, the word of God”

(1 Th 2:13). What Paul hddeceived from the Lord(1 Cor 11:23) is what he taudtgvery-
where in every church{1 Cor 4:17). Regarding a specific doctrine, Rdfitmed“so | ordain

in all the churches,’and then he note®ut keeping the commandments of God is what n&itter
(2 Cor 7:17, 19). Thus, what Paul ordains is tmandment of God.

What was divinely revealed through the apostlesumecthe standard or measuring stick by
which all teaching was to be evaluated. No dewiaatrine was to be tolerated regardless of the
status of the messenger (Gal 1:6-9). Those whkedalisorderly, that iSnot according to the
tradition which he received from usyere to be withdrawn from (2 Th 3:6).

But how do we, twenty centuries later, determin@this apostolic teaching was? Even in their
lifetime, the apostles depended upon written irsion. Spiritual gifts of knowledge and
prophecy were temporary and destined to pass amaynot every congregation was blessed
with them. The epistles were written with the saathority as the personal presence of an
apostle (1 Tim 3:14-15). Paul validates aposto#dition“taught whether by word or our

epistle” (2 Th 2:15). He challenges those who boastededf #ipirituality to*acknowledge that
the things which | write to you are the commandmenthe Lord”(1 Cor 14:37), and he warns
the Thessalonians thdie who rejects thighis teaching just given - jjoes not reject man, but
God, who has also given us His Holy Spiit’ Th 4:8). He later commands the Thessalonians
to withdraw from those who would not obey his dpi¢2 Th 3:14).

Our connection with apostolic teaching is a vitaéo Some today want to minimize the role and
teaching of the apostles even as apostolic detsadtd in the first century. Rigid patterns inher-
ent within the new testament are denied in favanofe lenient and flexible guidelines which
allow participation in the corrupt practices of deminationalism. The apostles made it clear to
their contemporaries that fellowship with God degemhupon adherence to their authorized
teaching given by Jesus. This has not changetiud beware of those who say a “new hermen-
eutic” is needed to free us from the bondage oftghc doctrine.

1. What quality of “the faith” is mentioned by Judeverse 3?

2. What would happen when the Ephesians read Paquee(Eph 3:3-5)?

3. T/F An apostle spoke with less authority tharugeblimself.

4. What indicates the similarity of worship and taaghin first century churches?

5. What does 1 Jn 1:1-4 teach about fellowship witld @Gnd the role of apostles?
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A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 15: Direct Commands

A cursory reading of the NT reveals a large bodglicéct commands given by the apostles (and
by those who received inspired knowledge from thamds) regarding worship, family, congre-
gational affairs, secular and spiritual work anldentvital areas. Commandments given to the
Thessalonians wefghrough the Lord Jesus,and Paul was confident th&will do the things

we command you(l Th 4:1-2; 2 Th 3:4, 10). Further commands leyahthority of Christ are
then given (2 Th 3:6).

Often the authority to direct is merely assumedrin 3:2 (elders); Jas 2:1 (partiality); 1 Cor
6:18 (sexual immorality); Col 3:18-22 (relations$)lipCol 4:16 (reading epistles); Eph 4:25
(lying); 1 Pet 2:13-15 (government); 2 Jn 10 (faksschers); 1 Tim 5:9 (enrolled widows).
Sometimes a command is gently urgedlby’ or*“letus ...”: Gal 6:4, 6, 9, 10 (helping oth-
ers); Eph 4:28-29, 31 (morality); 2 Cor 7:1 (puxity Tim 2:11; 3:12 (women, deacons); various
exhortations in Hebrews: 4:1, 11, 14; 10:22-241128; 13:1, 5, 13, 15, 17.

When considering commands, careful attention megiven to the applicability of the com-
mand to the present day. The apostles did writetime when the kingdom had peculiar fea-
tures. Consider the commands in 1 Cor 12:31; 281270ther teaching concerning the purpose
and duration of spiritual gifts must be considei@determine the applicability of these com-
mands today. What about Col 4:16? What changés thés instruction invalid in our time?
Further, social and cultural factors must be actadifor. We have come to see a kiss of greet-
ing (1 Th 5:26), anointing with oil (Jas 5:14), famashing (1 Tim 5:10) and the drinking of

wine (1 Tim 5:23) as culturally oriented with nontimuing authority. Misapplying commands
either by inclusion or exclusion is a dangerousghi

While apostles commanded certain things, theygés® advice and personal judgment (2 Cor
8:8, 10; 1 Cor 7:25-26, 28, 36-38). Paul stronglyed Apollos to go to Corinth but Apollos was
“quite unwilling” (1 Cor 16:12). On the other hand, Titascepted the exhortationand went

to Corinth (2 Cor 8:17). The apostles did not stegp their bounds; their divine authority to
speak by inspiration did not permit them to marapell control, and pressure others into catering
to their every whim (2 Cor 1:24). But when we detime that apostolic commands pertain to us,
then we should apply ourselves with utmost diligeand conscientiousness to obey their com-
mands, recognizing them as the will of Christ, Haths

1. When an apostle gives a command, who is reallygithia commanding?

2. What must be considered when determining whetheoba command applies today?

3. T/F If an apostle merely gave advice, men wepeeted to obey that advice.

4. T/F Directions that begin with “let us ...” ararply optional.

5. Respond: Nothing in the NT applies to us bec#@usas addressed to other people.
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A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 16: Apostolic Examples

The force of apostolic example grows out of the lmhd function of the apostles. As Christ’s
ambassadors appointed to reveal the will of thegKiiheir behavior constitutes a binding pattern
when connected to fundamental kingdom principlespersonal matters, the apostles certainly
were not above mistakes of judgment and sin, betwdarticipating in the worship and work of
the church, there is no discrepancy between tmaatise and their doctrine.

Not all apostolic activities should be consideradegidence of specific command. Sometimes
their actions are merely incidental and in an afegeneral latitude. For example, the Troas
meeting in Ac 20:7-8 occurred on the first dayraf tveek in an upper room. The apostles were
also gathered in an upper room in Ac 1:13, andsJestituted the supper in an upper room (Lk
22:12). Is this a matter of coincidence, or ig¢hscriptural significance to thpaceof meeting?
The NT mentions church meetings in the temple (A625:12), in homes (Rom 16:5; Phile 2),
worship being offered in prison (Ac 16:25), andiglggaching in a school (Ac 19:9). Further,
Jesus did most of His praying, teaching and heapagt from any structure. But what about the
timeof meeting? Was it significant? When we consttiat the church began on the first day of
the week (Jewish Pentecost, Ac 2:1), that thistivaglay of the Lord’s resurrection (Mt 28:1),
and the command to set aside money on this dap(1L&?2), it is conclusive that this was the
appointed day for the saints to gather for worship.

Other incidentals would include modes of travellkyvaail), occupation (tent-making), method
of communication (writing). Things peculiar to bgian apostle would also be non-binding
upon others (staying a limited amount of time sirgyle place).

Financial matters in connection with apostolic eplarhave long been controversial. Paul
received funds directly from churches rather thaough a missionary society or a sponsoring
church (Phil 4:15-16, 18; 2 Cor 11:8-9). Reliefsvgznt by churches to needy brethren through
individual rather than church agents (2 Cor 8:1823; Phil 2:25). It is uniformlrethren who
are the recipients of congregational benevolence4(82-34; 6:1; 11:29-30; 15:25-27, 31; 2 Cor
8:4; 9:12). These patterns are consistent witldtwotrinal foundation of congregational auto-
nomy and the sufficiency of the local church totlde work that God has assigned it. We would
do well to follow Paul’s advice to the Philippiansthe things which you learned and received
and heard and saw in me, these do, and the Godaafepwill be with you'(Ph 4:9; see also 2
Tim 3:10-11).

1. Where did the first Christians meet for worshipgl@rusalem?

2.T/F The NT gives a command to observe the Lordfssr on Sunday.

3. From where did Paul receive funds during his waslan apostle?

4. T/F Conservative churches do not believe in hglgiestitute non-Christians.

5. Can Hueytown send money to Vestavia to supporeagbrer(s)?
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A Study of Apostleship

Lesson 17: Necessary Inference or Conclusion

Authority arises not only from direct statementd apostolic examples but from facts leading to
necessary conclusions. It is impossible to comuaiaiin any fashion without an underlying
reasoning process, and God expects man to usenreagnderstanding His will and applying it
to his life. An example of this can be seen inIMIi2-6. John sends disciples to inquire of the
Messiahship of Jesus, but Jesus doesn't give et@dinswer. He simply cites evidence (miracles
+ message) and expects John to reason the necessahlysion. Also, Jesus drew a necessary
inference about life after death from a statemehée OT (Lk 20:37-38).

Another example can be seen in Peter’s vision deggiCornelius (Ac 10:9-16). Peter saw only
animals in the vision, but concluded th@bd has shown me that | should not call angn
common or unclean{10:28). Further, he saitin truth | perceive that God shows no partial-
ity” (10:34). Peter learned something about the Gerditel their acceptability unto God
through a vision of unclean animals. In a simigahion, Paul saw a vision of a Macedonian
calling for help thus concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospehem” (Ac
16:10).

This same process of reasoning is later used usdkm as the status of the Gentiles was de-
bated (Ac 15). After considering Peter’s testim@h¥.7-11), Paul and Barnabas’ experiences
(15:12), and OT prophecy (15:15-18), James Ygusige that ...” (15:19). In other words, a
necessary conclusion was drawn that Gentile cosmdaitnot have to be circumcised. God had
not said it directly but indicated it in a variatfways. In this process, God does ithelying by
the facts given; man does timéerring when he draws the proper conclusion.

The necessity of reasoning out conclusions notesgly stated arises in many different areas:
capital punishment (Rom 13:4); baptism as immersitiner than sprinkling (Jn 3:23; Ac 8:38-
39; Rom 6:4-5; etc.); observance of the Lord’s smmmeverySunday (Ac 20:7); the cessation
of spiritual gifts (Ac 8:18-19); alaceof assembly (Heb 10:25); the prohibition of ap@wv
remarriage for the adulterous husband or wife (M8}; fetal life and sinfulness of abortion; the
use of mind-altering drugs; etc. Because the NIotsa comprehensive catalog of every con-
ceivable human situation, God expects us to ussates principles and draw appropriate con-
clusions. Of course, this process can be abusaltbiw what has been prohibited or prohibit
what has been allowed. We must be honest andithirthe facts.

1. How was John to know that Jesus was truly the Mb8s

2. How would we conclude that civil government has plower of capital punishment?

3. Upon what grounds can a church build and own klimgj?

4. How does the Bible handle contemporary subjedisout specifying them (i.e., abortion)?

5. In what two visions did God employ necessary ingilan? Who inferred the truths?
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A Study of Apostleship
Lesson 18: Opposition to Apostolic Authority: Gahtians

Jesus had warned His apostles that their work wioellplagued by opposition. While this would
naturally be expected from unbelievers, oppositimo came from within the body of Christ.
The unique circumstances of Paul's commission amdroundbreaking work among the
Gentiles made him a special target.

An especially troublesome class of opponents wesset Jewish converts who could not com-
pletely let go of Judaism. They went about demagdircumcision of their Gentile brethren.
They must have been very persuasive, for theinémite began to undermine what Paul had
accomplished among the churches of Galatia.

Paul writes the book of Galatians against thisahrélis apostleship was being attacked in order
to “pervert the gospel of Christ{Gal 1:7). Some absurdly charged that Paul wagiotérested

in popularity, possibly that he pursued this newrse of preaching among the Gentiles in order
to upstage the original apostles (1:10). But Bl@rhisses this notion by saying that if pleasing
men was his chief concern, he wouldn’t be a Clanisét all (1:10Db).

It is further suggested that Paul has somefremgived a second-hand commission from the other
apostles rather than from God. Thus Paul affirmagllvine appointment (1:1) and ties his
apostleship together with the gospel that he pesh¢h:11-12); therefore, to reject the one is to
reject the other. Paul then gives a brief reviéWwi® post-conversion history, affirming that he
did not have opportunity to become intimately acopea with the apostles much